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PROCEEDINGS. 



CALL FOR A NATIONAL S 111 l'-C ANAL CONGESTION. 



Washington, D. C, March 2, 186S. 

Jlegnrdi: <; the enlargement of the Canala between the Valley of the Mississippi 
and the Atlantic as of [irent National, <'omn];-t'ci;d and Military importance, and as 
tending to promote the Development, Prosperity and Unity of our Whole Cohntky, 
we invite a. meeting of all Lhost' hi-.e. rested in tlio subject, in Chicago, on the first 
Tue=dav in June next. Wo especially :isk ilh.' co-operation and aid of the Boards 
of Trade, Chambers of Commcre;-. Aciicnlcural Societies, and Business AssocU- 

Edward Bates, Attorn 
Jfgmbtrs of 



Isaac N. Arnold, Illinois. 
A. G. Kiddle, Ohio. 
E. B. Washbumo, Illinois. 
H. L. Dawes, Mas^u'lmsed'!. 
A. B. Olin, New York. 
Justin S, Morrill, Vermont. 
T.. G. Snanlding, New York. 
S. Hooper, Massiiciicset's. 
PorP.:s Baiter, Vermont. 

S: ir.ivli'J- OolijX, 'Jiiiiiana. 

George P. Fisher, Delaware. 
Augustus Frank, New York. 
Cvrns Aldrieh, Minnesota. 
E. E. Trowbiirl^e, Michi-an. 
Samuel L. Casey, Kentucky, 






Vu^nia. 



W. D. Mclmloc, Wisconsin. 

F. C. Beamati, Michigan. 

W. P. Sheffield, Rhode Island. 

Alfred Ely, New York. 

J. M. Ashley, Ohio. 

Gilrnan Murston, New Hampshire. 

F. F. Low, California. 

Samuel T. Worcester, Ohio. 

John W. Wallace, Pennsylvania. 

Bei] ; ,)iiiii! K. Thti'nus, Musvaolnisetls. 

T. C. Phelps, California. 

Thomas D. Eliot, Massachusetts. 

William J. Allen, Illinois. 

A. A. Sargent, California. 

W. [■]. Lansing, Sew York. 

Jesse 0. Norton, Illinois. 



j General U. S. 
P. B. Fouke, Illinois. 
George W. Julian, Indiana. 
W. R" Morrison, Illinois. 
Wm. Morris Davis, Pennsylvania, 

William Kel'ai^g, Illinois. 
J. M. Goodwin, Maine. 
Stephen Baker, New York, 
.lames S. [lolling iiisso:i: i. 
C. W. Duulap, Kentucky 
Thomas L. Price, Missouri. 
J. C. Robinson, Illinois. 

Charles Delano, Massachusetts. 
F. W. Kellogg, Michigan. 

A. J. Clement-, Tennessee. 

John H. Rice, Maine. 

S. N. Sherman, New York. 

A. W. Clarke, New York. 

Tr. coder.? M. Pomerov, New York. 

R. E. Fenton, New York. 

A. S. Riven, New York. 

Burt Van Horn, New York. 

R. B. Van Valkenbnrg, New York. 

M. F. Conway, Kansas. 

Wm. Windom, Minnesota. 

Dwisrht Loomi*, Connecticut, 

R. Franohot, New York. 

C. H. Van Wvck, New York. 

Elijah Ward, New York. 

John F. Potter, Wisconsin. 

James B. McKean, New York. 

Wm. Vandever, Iowa. 

Owen Lovejoy. Liii;oi:i, 
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E. P. Walton, Vermont. 
John Hut chins, Obio. 

W. II. Wiillnc^Washingt on Territory. 
Edward Haight, New York. 

A. L. Kniipp, Illinois. 

Gc.hl'v (.'. Woodruff, Connecticut. 
Amasa Walker, Massachusetts. 

B. F. Granger, Michigan. 
Edward H. Smith, New York. 
John B, Alley, M;is.-.;Lul:ii6eU. J . 
A. S. White, Indiana. 
Samuel U. Fessenden, Maine. 
S. E. l;.'!' 1-.011, Ohio. 

J;un«= EL (Isiaiijluill, 1'fiiHiiTlvania.. 
H. P. Bennett, Colorado. 



AfernbdTB of the Senate, 
J. E. Doolittle, Wisconsin. 
James Harlan, Iowa. 
James Dixon, Connecticut. 
H. M. Rice, Minnesota. 
James A. McDougall, California. 
J. B. Henderson, Missouri. 
J. H. Lane, Kansas. 
R. Wilson, Missouri. 
S. (.!. l'oiuerov, Kansas. 
L. Trumbull, Illinois. 
W. A. Richardson, Illinois. 
Charles Sumner, Massachusetts. 
Henry Wilson, Massachusetts. 
J. M. Howard, 'Michigan. 



Pursuant to the above call, delegates from nearly all the loyal 
States assembled at Chicago, on June 2, 1863, to the number of 
about five thousand. The day was propitious ; and a spacious tent 
was erected for the accommodation of the delegates, on Lake Park, 
between Eldridge and Harmon Courts, and overlooking the blue 
waters of Lake Michigan. 



MORNING SESSION. 

The Convention was called to order at eleven o'clock a.m., by Dr. 
D. Brainakd, of Chicago, who nominated the Hon. Ciiauncey 
Filley, Mayor of St. Louis, for temporary Chairman. 

The nomination was agreed to, and, upon his introduction to the 
Convention by Dr. Beainakd, the Chairman said : 

Gentlemen of the N't if. ion'.'. I Convention:—! thank yon for the 
honor you confer upon the Stsitiv of Missouri, find the oily of St, 
Louis. I have been sent here by the people of that great com- 
mercial metropolis, to represent her interests in this meeting. I 
can give to you the objects and views of the City Council of St. 
Louis, with reference to the business before us, by reading the 
preamble and resolutions which they have passed on the subject, 
better, perhaps, than I could do in any other way. They are to the 
following effect: 

Whereas, A National Conve 
to deliberate in reference to the ] 
and New York and Erie canals; 

Be it Banned, By the Comini 
representatives of this great co 
and aniietj to the accomplishm. 
of the Convention. 

And be U/art/ur Resolved, Tha 
instructed to appoint five memb 



mioil of the city of St. Louis, that, as the 
;ial metropolis, we look with much interest 
the project proposed for the consideration 
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capacity in the said Convention; and that his Honor, the Mayor, be requested to 

aft in i : i|[i^ni:ii(>:i w'Ui l:;i; lirli- .';!!.::■; so ;i'ipoi:u^i ; and tl;a.t ill'.' Mayor bo author- 
ized to appoint five delegates outside of said Council, to represent the city in said 
Convention. 

Dr. Brainard. Mr. Chairman, I would nominate for Corres- 
ponding Secretaries, Hon, Moses M. Strong, of Wisconsin ; A. M. 
Clapp, Esq., of Buffalo; and W. H. McIIenry, Esq., of St Louis. 

The nominations were confirmed. 

The Chairman introduced the Rev. Bishop Simpson of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, who, amid reverential silence, came 
forward, and invoked the Divine blessing as follows: 



Almighty ami everlasting God, our Heavenly Father; Thou art 
the Creator of all Worlds, the Sovereign of all Nations; All wisdom 
is from thee; Thou rulest in the armies of Heaven, and on the 
Earth beneath. Assembled as we are this day from various States, 
Districts and Cities, — in commencing our deliberations on matters 
which may be of vast importance to our Country, and of untold 
interest to millions of our Posterity, we desire to invoke thy 
presence, and thy blessing; for we know, that without thy aid, no 
good can be accomplished, and that the hearts of the children of 
men are in thy hands. We adore thee for all thou hast done for 
us; for the goodly land which thou hast given us ; for its moun- 
tains and its plains; for its lakes and its rivers; for its genial clime 
and its fertile soil. We bless thee for those rays of Science, and 
those movements in Art, which thou hast sent abroad upon the 
Earth, and which have developed in part the resources which thou 
hast given us. Wo bless thee that our mountains have been 
pierced, so that our lands might be girt by bands of iron. We 
praise thee for the diffusion of Intelligence, and for the blessing of 
a high order of Christian Civilization ; and we pray that these 
blessings may continue to abound among us, until all parts of the 
Country shall be united iudissoliibly together; that Art and Science 
shall bless the Land; until all the resources of this vast country 
shall be developed under thy smile; and that the light of thy 
countenance shall be and remain upon this people. 

And, Lord; we pray that thou mayest be with these Delega- 
tions; may no sickness come upon them; may no accident befall 
them ; may they he returned to their families in safety ; and may 
there be cordial greetings, without one pang of woe. May thy 
blessing so vest upon them in all their deliberations, that, in the 
final issue, they may be found to have consulted together wisely 
and harmoniously; and may they see the issue happily consummated, 
and the whole Country and People more closely united than ever 
before. 

Hear us for our Country ! God of our Fathers ; Look upon our 
Nation in love. Bless thy servant, the President of the United 
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States ; may the Spirit of Wisdom be upon him, and all who are 
associated with him in Cabinet council. Bless the Governors of 
States, and the Members of Congress; may they devise such laws 
and measures. as shall be for the Interest, Peace, and Prosperity of 
Our Land. Guide all our ouieers, civil and military, to such measures 
as shall be for the benefit of our great and wide-spread Nation. 
We pray thee, O Lord, to let this terrible conflict very speedily 
come to a close. If it be thy will, Lord, may Peace take the place 
of War; and, on the principles of Equity and .Righteousness, may 
our Nation be united and happy ; — a prosperous Nation, whose God 
is the Lord. May the Voice of War be heard amongst us no more, 
and the Spirit of Peace and Consolation be spread over the Earth, 
until the family of N'ations shall dwell together as one vast and 
universal Brotherhood. 

Hear us, O Lord, while we further pray, in the language which 
thou hast taught us : 

Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy Name; Thy 
Kingdom come ; Thy Will he done on Earth as it is in Heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread ; And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation ; But deliver us from evil : For thine is the Kingdom, 
and the Power, and the Glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

The Chairman. Dr. Brainard will now welcome the delegai .es 
on the part of the city of Chicago. 

Dr. Brainard then addressed the Convention as follows : 

Mr. Chairnvin, and Gentlemen of the Convention:—! appear 
before you in behalf of the Hoard of Trade of Chicago, the Mercantile 
Association, and the citizens in general, to bid you welcome to this 
City, and the West. Chicago, ah bough not possessing the historical 
associations or venerable institutions which give interest to the 
cities of older State, presents an example of what may be done 
by unaided industry, and exhibits the spectacle of an intelligent 
and free people establishing by themselves the foundations of 
society. She already embraces within her limits the largest 
granaries of the world, and numerous important manufactures; 
hut, more than all, she has a population unsurpassed in enterprise 
and patriotism, who unite, one and all, in olfering you a heart-felt 
welcome. 

Your presence here fills us with joy. To see so many bearing 
honorable names; so many representatives of other States and 
large cities here assembled; fills us with gratitude which no words 
can express. 

The occasion which has called you together is one of no ordinary 
character. It is not the call of a famishing people, nor of cities 
threatened by hostile armies : it is the voice of men shut out from 
the markets of the world, oppressed by the excessive productions 
of their own toil, which remain wasting and worthless upon their 
hands, depriving labor of half its rewards, discouraging industry, 
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and paralyzing enterprise. In their distress they called upon the Na- 
tional Legislature — that government to which they owe alii .-giant''.', 
and to the support of which their lives and property are devoted — 
and failed to obtain that relief which they had a right to expect. 
Now they appeal to the people themselves — to the wise, the enlight- 
ened, the patriotic, and the powerful — in a word, they appeal to 
you, gentlemen, and ask you to speak in their behalf that word of 
power which, in a good cause and in a free government, will not 
be spoken in vain. 

Need I tell you of the history of this region in whose behalf 
your sympathies are asked? This city, Illinois, and her sister 
States of the North- West, arc but of yesterday. Many of you have 
witnessed their birth and their growth; with their present popula- 
tion and its increase, their extent and fertility, their commerce and 
productions, and their capacities for boundless expansion in the 
future, — all must be familiar; ami to dwell upon them would be to 
repeat a tale already many times told. 

To others more capable has, moreover, been committed the task 
of supplying tiiose facts, by which a certain judgment may be 
formed, and on which intelligent action may be based. 

The sons of the West have demonstrated their loyalty, their 
patriotism, and their courage, on every battle-field. The pages of 
history on which their actions are written, arc not dimmed by a 
single blot. Their names are inscribed on the "roll of honor,' 1 along 
with those which time shall not efface, but gild with brighter lustre 
through coming centuries. Even now the southern sky is lit up by 
the glory of their deeds, and the nation looks to their action for its 
preservation, with a hope that will never he disappointed. Such 
are the men for whom your efforts are invoked. 

Our fertile prairies lay for centuries untouched by the hand of 
agriculture ; not because they were unknown, but because they 
were inaccessible. Their prosperity dates from the opening of the 
Erie canal, thirty-eight years ago. The increase of the West, and 
its productiveness, have all been the direct result and consequence 
of the construction of that and other channels of trade and travel. 
To the genius of J)b Witt Custon, these States owe their exist- 
ence, and the Nation its present strength and greatness. Every 
city here is a monument to his honor. From every domestic altar, 
where morning orisons, or evening thanksgivings are offered to the 
Giver of all Good for unknown blessings, do benedictions upon his 
name ascend. The policy which lie established has stood the test 
of time, and received the seal of success; but its results have so far 
exceeded his expectations thai (he channels he projected — enlarged 
and multiplied as they have been — are all filled to their utmost 
capacity. The increase of the West may be stopped, her fertile 
fields deserted for the mines of Oregon, California, and Colorado; 
her bright future lie darkened, and her people discouraged, by the 
refusal of the Government to open those means of communication, 
upon which her growth and prosperity depend. Her commerce 
begins to feel the chain which fetters it ; her people already com- 
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plain that the fruits of their labor are gathered up by others; and, 
while carriers are enriched, consumers and producers suffer alike, 
and are impoverished. Under these circumstances, she asks of 
Congress to construct from the Mississippi river to the Atlantic a 
channel, adequate to the carrying of her staples, and supplying her 
wants, without unnecessary delay or exorbitant charges. 

For our own part of the work, from lake Michigan to the Mis- 
sissippi river, there will be transmitted to you surveys, plans and 
estimates, showing its cost, practicability and usefulness, to which 
we invite the rigid scrutiny of engineers and business men. For 
the Eastern division, without presuming to designate the route, 
what we would ask is, that it should be broad and deep ; and, if 
practicable, that there should be more than one ; and the history 
of the past justifies us in the promise, that, however capacious 
they may be, wherever situated, by whom constructed, they will 
all be speedily filled to overflowing. 

The commerce of the "West has enriched the country through 
which it has passed. It has raised New York to a degree of wealth 
and credit, which rivals that of the most powerful kingdoms. It 
has preserved and increased the exports and the revenues of the 
nation in a period of war, when other sources were cut off. It is 
yet in its infancy. Who shall dare to arrest its progress ? Who 
shall stand between the West and the hungry nations of the Old 
World? Whoever he may be, it is safe to predict that he will 
be swept away, consigned to infamy, or buried in oblivion. 

And what objection can be urged against a project so feasible 
and so necessary? Is it that it is commercial and not military in 
its character? Look at these shores — at this lake covered with 
rich cargoes;' — nut a gun, not a ship for their defense. Yet they are 
accessible lor armed vessels from Plymouth and Portsmouth; and 
the hands of our Government are tied by treaty so that no navy 
can be built upon these shores, or launched upon these waters. 
Nowhere in the world is commerce so valuable, so left without pro- 
tection. It is essential l.o our national existence, and so long as it 
remains without means of defense, England will bo able to exact 
her own terms in all disputes with our Government, by an exhibi- 
tion of force which it has no means of resisting. 

It is necessary to provide lor a naval contest on these fakes, and 
in no way can this be done so readily and eih etually as by connect- 
ing them with the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico, by ship 
and steamboat canals. These, even if they were never to be used 
for the passage of armed vessels, would still be of the greatest 
service in case of war. By augmenting the national wealth, by 
attracting population, by facilitating transportation of food and 
stores, they would do more lor our military power than the raising 
of armies, or the building of navies. But the spirit of unity and 
nationality, which the mere commencement of this work would 
engender," is above all other considerations. By blending into one 
the tw<> great systems of inland navigation of the continent, it will 
cause the life-blood of commerce to move in a single current 
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through all its channels, as in the human system the blood is im- 
peller! through all the arteries and veins by a single impulse of the 
heart. Thus, out of conflicting parts will a homogeneous nation be 
formed, with one spirit, and the same common interests; with a 
power which may bo concentrated at every point, and an internal 
commerce which man cannot interrupt; such a nation never fears 
either foreign or domestic foes. 

Gentlemen, the object for which you arc assembled excels in 
magnitude, any ever offered tor the consideration of a similar 
body. Not only will the work proposed join the Lakes with the 
Mississippi Rivet' and the Atlantic, but it will form part of a great 
highu ay from the Atlantic to I he Pacific, by means of which the 
wealth of Asia on the one hand, and of Europe on the other, may 
be grasped and made to pass through the Bay of New York, and 
the GoUtm Gate of Sun Francisco ; thus encircling the whole earth, 
and bringing all nations to pay tribute, and bow before the sceptre 
of our commerce. 

It looks forward to coming time, beyond the scope of human 
vision. May it please God to enable you to comprehend and 
accomplish the work set before you. It will be the grandest, step 
in human progress which the world has yet witnessed, over which 
religion, humanity and patriotism will rejoice, and for which the 
voice of future millions, unknown and unnumbered, shall load your 
memory with perpetual gratitude. 

To accomplish objects so vast will require not only labor, perse- 
verance and determination ; but, a spirit of justice, of moderation 
and conciliation, on the part of each and every member of this 
Convention. 

There are several routes whose claims are to be consulted. 
Without presuming to indicate which of them may be most merito- 
rious, I may say with truth, in behalf of this city, that she has 
no jealousy on this subject, and will be besl pleased with the largest 
number of channels, which can promote the prosperity of the entire 
West; trusting to the enterprise of her merchants to secure her 
share of that general prosperity, on which the welfare of our city 
must depend. Such, gentlemen, is the spirit in which Chicago 
h member of this Convention. 



Mr. Sedgwick,. of New York. In view of the permanent organi- 
zation of this Convention, I beg leave to offer the following reso- 
lution : 

Zii.W.W, 'Dint n eommittee of two from cue)) State, and one from each Torn tor v 
rep rv so in ed, iuid nU> one from the District of Columbia, shall be appointed to 
rc;jo:-t I (j ill in body I In- peoiiaueru otfieeis ol tin Coiiveotioi], coo.-ist.ioi; of a Pres- 
ident, Vice President from eacli fc-ute, acd five Secretaries, and also rules for- tins 
Conduet and government of the Convention. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
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On motion of Mr. Kellogg, of Illinois, it was 

RtsoliV'l, That, to enable the several delegations to name their respective mem- 
bers of the Committee oil Organization, this Convention will take a recess of 
twenty minutes. 

A delegate proposed to extend the time of the recess to an 
hour. 

Mr. Kellogg. I will suggest that the Illinois delegation have 
already agreed upon their men for the Committee on Organization. 
I have no objection to extend the term of the recess to one hour, 
if that time should be required ; but the object in offering the reso- 
lution was to expedite the permanent organization; and it is 
important, in view of the business before us, if we take a recess 
at this time, to make it as short as possible. 

A Delegate. Say thirty minutes, then. 

Mr. Kellogg. Thirty minutes was what I was about to sug- 
gest. 

The resolution thus modified was adopted; and, accord ui^ly, the 
Convention took a recess of half an hour. 

At the expiration of the recess, the Convention was called to 
order by the Chairman ; and the Secretary, on the part of the seve- 
ral State delegations, reported the following Committee on Nom- 
inations, required by the resolution of Mr. Sedgwick, to wit: 

)N NOMINATIONS. 

i. E. G. Merrick, J. B. Crippen. 
John A. King, Geo. S. Hazard. 
A. M, Sawyer, L. Houston, 
Wayman Crow, Chas. D. Drake. 
Geo. W. Julian, W. W. Higgins. 
S. B. Piatt, Louis Follett 
J. B. Sayer, Joseph 0. Jackson. 
J. Z. Worst, R. A. Mott. 
Comfort Tiffany, R, J. Arnold. 
D. L. Harris, J. C. Converse, 
Israel Washburne, T. C. Horsey. 
John V. Elton, Thomas Porter. 
W. H. Lamon. 

R. P. Spaulding, Theodore Bissell. 
H. L. Palmer, M. M. Davis. 
W. I. Gilchrist, D. W. Kilbnme. 
I. N. Arnold, 0. C. Skinner. 



Michigan, 
New York, 

-A'fWIiWS, 

Missouri, 
Indiana, 

I \l , i)iO!it, 

New Jersey, 



Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, 

Jtf'lil!'., 



District of Columbia, 
Ohio, 

Wisconsin, 
lotro, 
JIUti" >'■•■■. 
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Mr. Kellogg. I am informed by Mr. Edwards, of New Hamp- 
shire, that he is not advised of any other delegate but himself from 
that State. I therefore move that the Hon. T. M. Edwards, of 
New Hampshire, be added to the Committee on Nominations. 

The motion was agreed to, and Mr. Edwards was placed on the 
committee. 

Mr. Fostek, of Illinois, proposed the fallowing resolution : 

R>Yib--l. Tint Gove- nors nm; ni I'irKpnmrs of Suites, S't-.iioi^ iinr.1 e\' -Senators 
of the United States, member?, and e\-m embers of tin; R.Hise. of Representatives 
of tin! (.'ori-rress, J'residnnt- 'if i.uani' of Trnile si n ■"! illiiiTribera of Commerce, 
Prosiilrii'.s ni' Ai'ririilMLr;;! Socie'.ii's. iLivor* of eiOo.. V ijor am! Itrijiaeiior Gene- 
rals of the United Status Army, ami Canal Commissioner and c-x-Cnn^L Commission- 
ers of the several States, b« resin et fully invited to take seats upon (tie phTfnnu, 
ami that tin' tieereTary l;e dlreetod to i«ue ■.iuki.'ts '.0 the::), and to Lhe permanent 
officers of the Convention. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. King, of New York. I understand that the names of 
the gentlemen forming the Committee have been announced. I 
take the liberty of proposing that they retire immediately after the 
adjournment of this Convention, .and meet .at the Sherman House, 
where there is a large room for their reception. I also make the 
motion that this Convention adjourn till three o'clock. 

Mr. Partridge, of Missouri, seconded the motion. 

Mr. Dkake, of Missouri, suggested that, previous to going to 
the Sherman House, the members of the Committee oome upon the 
platform, and make themselves acquainted with each other, and 
then proceed in a body to the Sherman House. 

The motion was carried. 

And the Convention then adjourned. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The temporary Chairman called the Convention to order at three 
o'clock p. m., and announced the order of the report of the Com- 
mittee on Organization. 

Mr. Kxkg. The Committee appointed by the Convention to 
present the names of officers, beg leave to report : 

Hon. Hannibal Hamlin. 

Gen. Hiram Walbridge, of New York. 
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J I 'nine, 


Mr. Jedediah Jewett. 


New Hampshire, 


" T. M. Edwards. 


\~.:rin.0ld, 


" Lewis Follett 


Massachusetts, 


" Lorenzo Sabine. 


Rhode Island, 


" R. J. Arnold. 


Connecticut, 


" Calvin Day. 


New York, 


" Erastus Corning. 


New Jersey, 


" Marcus L. Ward. 


Ohio, 


" M. D. Scott. 


Jllllhl,f'l; 


" George W. Julian. 


Illinois, 


" Joseph W. Singleton. 


MkhUjan, 


" A. E. Bissell. 


Wisconsin, 


" Levi Blossom, 


Minnesota, 


" James M. Taylor. 


Iowa, 


" Ebenezer ('oak. 


M'^ov.ri, 


" George Partridge. 


/ll.lii.KUli. 


" Marcus J. Parrott. 


District of Columbia, 


" Peter Parker. 


Mr. J. W. F< 


>ster, of Illinois. 


If OK SECRKTAHIES. 


Maine, 


Mr. Jonas H. Perley. 


New Hampshire, 


" ffm, E. Chandler. 


1 '( i'm-Oilt, 


" L. B. Piatt. 


Massachusetts, 


" D. L. Harris. 


Rhode Island, 


" Comfort Tiffany. 


Connecticut, 


" S. S. Gold. 


New York, 


" S. M. Chamberlain. 


New Jersey, 


" B. M. Price. 


Ohio, 


" Mr. John E. Cary, 


Tut liana, 


" Mr. A. E. Drapier. 


Itlinoii, 


" Chas. IT, Lanphier. 


J Hi'- hi (/an, 


" Benj. Follett 


Wisconsin, 


" Moses M. Strong. 


Miitv.csot't, 


" R. A. Mott. 


Iowa, 


" J. "W. Van Orman. 


Ji'imsas, 


" D. W. Wilder. 


Jjislrict of Columbia, 


" F. A. Stringer. 
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Mr. Kino continued. This, Mr. Chairman, is one part of the 
report of your Committee. I will submit the other part — that with 
reference to order of business and rules— after this shall have been 
disposed of 

The nominations of officers submitted by the Committee were 
then unanimously agreed to. 

The temporary Chairman requested Brig. Gen. William T. 
Strong and the Hon. William E. Armstrong to conduct Mr. 
Hamlin, the President elect of the Convention, to the chair. 

SIVEKCII OF HON. HANNIBAL HAMLIN. 

The Hon. Hannibal Hamlin, delegate from the State of Maine, 
and Vice Frigid out ■>;■' the United States, in taking the chair, spoke 
as follows: 

Gentlemen of the Convention:— I tender to you my cordial thanks 
for this expression of your confidence and respect, in selecting me 
to preside over your deliberations. Relying upon your courtesy 
and your co-operation, I assume the responsibilities which you have 
devolved upon me. 

You have met, Gentlemen, at a period of time remarkable in the 
history of our country. Obedient to the call of prominent citizens 
in different sections of the Union, you have come together, in this 
marvel of a city, that sits like a queen on the borders of this mighty 
Lake, to deliberate on <; notions that arc almost as important :;s the 
existence of the Government under which you live. And there is 
one fact that cholerines our observation, and justifies a remark. 
At a time when war with its red wave is deluging our land, and when 
brave, noble hearts, and strong arms have gone forth to defend the 
integrity of the common country, and to perpetuate the national 
existence, this vast, concourse of people has assembled, representing 
all the varied interests of the broad land. That fact speaks a 
language far more significant, than any that I can utter. It announces 
that we are here to prepare for the necessities of the future. 

But a few years since, the people of tins mighty, central portion 
of our country was numbered almost, in units, and its commercial 
statistics found no place- in commciv : .al records. And what do we 
find to-diiy? Why, Gentlemen, you count your commerce by the 
litilf thousand of millions, and your population by some ten millions. 
The sagacity of that statesman of whom the Empire State mayweli 
be proud, and in whom every American citizen has also his pride, 
did effect the opening up of the then little commerce of the lakes 
— small, as compared with its present,— and you have come to-day 
to imitate his example, and to initate a policy, I trust, that shall 
secure those works that are commensurate with the demands of 
to-day. Let me tell you, Gentlemen of the Centre, that you have 
no deeper interest in the matter, and have no greater stimulant to 
act on, than we from the far East have. 
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We have met at a time when we have learned, in % variety of 
ways, what are military necessities. You, as wise men, have come 
here to-day to prepare for the military necessities of the future, if 
any such shall arise. A population on these inland seas, and along 
your mighty rivers, lives with no guns to protect their homes or 
their property. Is there not a necessity — nay, have you not a 
ritrht to send up that demand to the Genera] Government that must 
be answered? You know, and I know, that by our treaty stipula- 
tions we are not allowed to maintain any armament on our Western 
waters. You know, and I know, that there are channels of com- 
munication northward, by which naval and military armaments 
may be sent into the northern lakes by Great Britain, while we 
have no countervailing facilities. And it seems to me that he who 
looks at this matter as a statesman, or he who loves his country, 
can hardly fail to come up to the necessities of the occasion, and to 
say that he will have those facilities which military necessities in 
the future may require. More than that, when, added to a military 
necessity which leaves no doubt as to the wisdom of what you 
propose, the measure op.ens new channels to your commerce, and 
facilitates the transportation of your vast commerce to market, 
then the subject which lias brought you together is worthy of your 
wisest consideration. But when you add these two together- 
military necessity and commercial facilities — who is there in all this 
broad land who will say, with the lights that we have before us, 
in what has already been done, that our Government will not, at 
the appropriate time and to the extent of its means, give a helping 
hand to open up the vast resources of this great country? 

Gentlemen, I invite your attention to the deliberation of the 
question 1 * that shall come before you. I trust, as I know, that you 
will bring coolness, care, and candor to those deliberations; that 
you will rise above all local interests, and come up to the import- 
ance oft.be occasion. Do that, and this shall be the starting point, 
and this the starting hour, in a long, and great, and glorious career 
of the mighty West. It will give an increased military strength. 
It will add new facilities to commerce, and it will bind us still 
closer together in harmony, in peace, in union and liberty forever. 

Mr. Kino, from the Committee on Nominations, etc., now sub- 
mitted the following 

RULES OF THE CONVENTIOX, 

1 . The States, Territories, and the District of Columbia, shall be 
called over; and the delegations, through one of their number, shall 
report a written list of the delegates in attendance, with their 
respective residences, as far as practicable. 

2. Each delegation will appoint one of its number to respond 
to tbe Chair, on casting the vote of its State, Territory, or District. 
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3. A vote by States may be called for by any three delegates ; 
and in such case each State shall give the same number of votes that 
it is entitled to in the Electoral College, in the election of aPresident 
of the United States ; and each Territory, and the District of 
Columbia, shall be entitled to one vote. 

4. A Committee of one from each State shall be appointed by 
the respective delegations, to prepare and report such resolutions 
us they may recommend for adoption by this Convention ; and all 
proportions and resolutions presented to this Convention shall f 
before being acted upon, be referred to said Committee. 

5. The Convention shall be governed in its proceedings by the 
rules of the House of Representatives of Congress, so far as the 
same may be applicable. 

Mr. Spaulding, of Ohio. Before the vote is taken, I would like 
to know if any provision has been made by the Committee in 
regard to the easting of the vote of a State when there is a divi- 
sion among the delegates 1 

Mr. King, of New York. There has been no such provision 
made ; we left it to each delegation to settle that question, and 
to present by majority, if it can, the vote of the State. 

Mr. Spaulding. I move that the report be committed to the 
Committee, with instructions to provide that the vote of the State 
shall be given in proportion to the number of members on each 
Bide of any given question. 

Mr. Washrlene, of Illinois. Mr. President:— I desire merely 
to make this suggestion touching the motion of the gentleman frotn 
Ohio; That, in order to save the time of the Convention, instead of 
thiB matter being recommitted to the Committee, he make his prop- 
osition in the shape of a motion to be decided by the Convention 

Mr. Spaulding. I will withdraw my motion. 

The report of the committee was thereupon concurred in. 

The President. By the resolutions just adopted, it is pro- 
vided that the delegates from each State shall appoint one person 
to prepare and report sueli resolutions a-; tliey may recommend for 
adoption by this Convention ; and all propositions and resolutions 
presented to this Convention shall, before being acted upon, be 
referred to said Committee. The various delegations from the States 
will, therefore, at their earliest convenience, report to the Chair 
one of their number to constitute said Committee. 
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Mr. King. In behalf of the Committee on Organization, I ask 
that they may be continued during the session ; for matters may 
arise which will require all the attention that they will be able to 
bestow. 

The President. Is that the pleasure of the Convention ? It 
is so ordered. 

Mr. Beardsley, of Wisconsin. I propose that the matter he 
postponed till to-morrow morning. There are from the State which 
I represent at least one hundred delegates, and they arc scattered 
all around this tent. 

Mr. Miller, of New York. I move to take a recess for an hour. 

Mr. Kjsllogg, of Illinois. It will be impossible to get the Illinois 
delegation together in half an hour, or three-quarters, or an hour. 
My friends are anxious that this matter may be postponed ; and I 
would suggest, that we have a meeting of our delegation, which is 
large, at uigl.it o'clock this evening, when we propose to do business 
of that character. I believe it will expedite business to take abun- 
dant time to prepare such measures, and by to-morrow the delegates 
will be prepared to act, 

Mr. Spaulbing. The delegates from distant States would like 
to have this matter attended to as expeditiously as possible. Most 
of the delegations have selected their members for this Committee, 
and surely the Illinois delegation ought to be prepared in as short 
a time as those who come from a distance. We desire to accom- 
plish our work by to-morrow afternoon, and go homo. Some of 
us must go home at that time. We desire that this business should 
be done as expeditiously as possible, so that the Committee may 
be enabled to report to-morrow. I merely throw out the suggestion, 
and hope the motion to postpone the appointment of the Committee 
will not prevail 

Mr. D. C. Littlejohn, of New York. I rise to support the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Wisconsin. I have no doubt that many 
members are prepared with resolutions which can be disposed of 
byreference to this Committee, which will be announced in the morn- 
ing. It will be impossible to convene all the delegates here within 
the next hour, and I hope, therefore, the motion of the delegate 
from Wisconsin may prevail. 

The motion to postpone the announcement of the Committee on 
Resolutions till to-morrow morning was agreed to, 

Mr. Chamberlain, of Ohio. The effect of the measure just 
carried will be to prevent our getting a well-digested set of reso- 
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lutions. Our Committees, of course, cannot meet until to-morrow, 
when we have to go home. I move that the vote just taken be 
reconsidered. 

A Delegate. How did you vote ? 

Mr. Chamberlain. Several gentlemen around me here misun- 
derstood the question, and I ask that the vote lie taken again. 

Mr. . By the rules of the House of Representatives, which 

we have adopted for the government of this body so far as applica- 
ble, the motion must be made by one who voted with the majority. 

Mr. , of New York. I will move to reconsider the vote 

just taken. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. . In order to facilitate business, I would move that 

tin.' Committee on Resolutions meet at nine o'clock this evening,at 
the Sherman House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Chamberlain. Now we stand in this light : We have to 
appoint a Committee to-morrow to transact certain business, to trans- 
act which it has been called together to-night. That is the action 
of the Convention, if I understand it. We cannot do anything 
until we are properly organized, and we are restricted from organi- 
zation by this resolution. 

Mr. Vilas, of Wisconsin. The gentleman mistakes the position 
of the question, I apprehend. I understand that the several State 
delegates make the appointment of this Committee, and that Com- 
mittee will be reported to the Convention to-morrow morning. 
But this Committee can meet to-night at nine o'clock, because this 
Convention has no power to reject or confirm it. I see no diffi- 
culty then. 

Mr, Strong, of Missouri. That there may be no misunder- 
standing in this part of the assembly, in reference to the appoint- 
ment of this Committee, I wish to call attention to the time when 
the several delegations should act, and when the Committee should 
act. It seems to me a matter perfectly plain. The delegates can 
come together immediately upon the adjournment of this Conven- 
tion, and appoint persons to act upon this Committee; then this 
Committee, thus appointed, by meeting at nine o'clock to-night, can 
be prepared to report to the Convention in the morning. The 
resolution, which the gentleman on rny right refers to, was the reso- 
lution not requiring the delegations to report the names of the 
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members of this committee to-night — giving them time till to-mor- 
row morning to do that. 

Mr. Ross, of Wisconsin. I move that when this Convention 
adjourn, it be till nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Ross. I now move to adjourn. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. Cowan, of the District of Columbia. I move that Martin 
Bishop, of Lafayette, Indiana, be admitted as a member of this 
Convention. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Taylor, of Minnesota. The call under which this Conven- 
tion assembled, I believe, has not been read to the Convention. I 
would respectfully ask that the original call of the Convention be 
now read. 

The call was thereupon read by the Secretary. 

Mr. Taylor inquired if a resolution was in order? 

The President said that it was in order. 

Mr. Taylor. The rule, passed here to-day, requires that resolu- 
tions shall be referred to the Committee before they are acted upon, 
I ask whether a resolution introduced here can proper] v be debated 
without that reference first being made. 

The President. I think not 

Mr, Spahlding. As resolutions are in order, I will propose a 
resolution as follows: 



Mr. Nevins. I move that it be referred to the Committee. 

Mr. Spaulding. I move that the resolution, after being read, 
be laid upon the table until the Committee is appointed. 

The President. It is the impression of the Chair that the only 
action that can be taken, is to receive the resolution and lay it 
upon the table; and, when the Committee shall have been announced 
to the Convention, refer it, without debate, to that Committee. 

Mr. Spaulding. I do not, at this stage of the proceedings, 
take any exceptions to the ruling of the Chair, but I desire to say 
that I will not consider myself precluded from afterwards doing 
so; for, in the Committee it was understood that the resolutions 
might be debated. 

Mr. Tayloe. I propose the adoption of the following resolu- 
tion: 
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Jiesnlrrrl, That the construction o( a Northern, a Central, and a Southern railroad 
from the Misaissippi River to the Pacific Ocean, is properly a subject of national 
Cognizance ; but the enlargement of canala within the limit; of Slates east of the 
Miaaieaippi River is properly the subject of cognisance hy the States only. 

The resolution was laid upon the table. 

A Delegate from Iowa. I move that the remainder of the after- 
noon be devoted to hearing addressee from distinguished persons 
present. 

The motion was carried, whereupon 

Gen. W alb ridge, of New York, being loudly called for, came 
forward and spoke as follows : 

I shall not suffer even your partiality, or the kind presontaiiou 
of the President., to cause me 10 obtrude myself upon your indul- 
gence, for this simple reason : This Convention was drawn toge- 
ther for a practical purpose, and the men composing it have come 
thousands of miles to accomplish a specific object. I cannot, there- 
fore, speak on any other question, except the great question which 
concerns us all; that is, for opening the line of communication 
between the East and the West, which I want you to accomplish 
by practical resolutions. This is rot a meetin.tr f lien, for any other 
than a practical purpose; and, while I should be pleased to listen 
to the addresses of other gentlemen present, and to address you 
myself, I do not, in accordance with my convictions of propriety, 
think proper to absorb your time. Nevertheless, since all practi- 
cal questions, l.emling to the opening of communication between 
the East and the West are deferred, till to-morrow morning, I will 
bring your attention to the considerations that are involved in the 
great struggle that is now going on, in behalf of constitutional 
government, within the limits of the United States; and, if any 
man exists, who doubts as to what will be the final termination of 
that struggle, let him calculate what are the elements in the re- 
spective forces that are engaged, and then he will have no difficulty 
in arriving at a triumphant result. It is not that we have a popu- 
lation of twenty millions to their six, who act with a concentrated 
energy worthy of a better cause, but this disparity of numbers 
must eventuate in giving us the ultimate triumph. But there are 
other things besides ; they represent an article of clothing, that is, 
cotton, and to surrender cotton, is an inconvenience to us; we 
represent, corn, and to surrender that, is to surender life itself. If 
I was simply speaking to Chicago, J should say that while corn is 
king, Chicago is its chosen throne. 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen, I find myself beguiled beyond 
what I intended. If this meeting was for the practical object of 
constructing ;t line of communication by large hii.ernal canals, be- 
tween the Mississippi river and the Atlantic coast tor commercial 
purposes, the General Government, has no right to do it; but if it 
be for military pnrposes, it is their imperative and bounden duty, 
and as such, I shall advocate this measure. 
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Gentlemen, there is one feature that marks this struggle in which 
we are engaged, — the eonstantly-repeated intimations of foreign 
powers that they will interfere before it is over,— intimations that 
are given, because they desire to see this government dismembered. 
But when you shall have opened this line of communication, by which 
your corn can be placed in the markets of Europe, you have a guar- 
anty for perpetual peace. You will have accomplished more than 
Ministers, and Presidents, and Vice Presidents, have the power to 
accomplish ; because, Gentlemen, population is contingent upon 
the mcitns for its support, and so long as you control those elements 
which leed the people, you control their destinies. Therefore, when 
tins great West, when this State of Illinois, not yet populated, and 
capable of augmenting her population tenfold,— when all this vast 
region, stretching to the Rocky Mountains, shall have become filled 
with an industrious population, rallying beneath the old flag that 
covered our Fathers of the Revolution, — when we shall have 
reached that period, you will supply food, not only to this continent, 
not only to Europe, but to that far distant land beyond the Gauges, 
which opens that great Oriental trade which has enriched every 
people who have engaged in it. It is to be brought across this 
continent by means which you have this day thought fit to originate. 

Mr. Drake, of St. Louis, was next called for. 
The President. I take pleasure in presenting to you a friend 
from that honorable State of the West, that bright star which shall 

shine blighter and brighter unto the perfect day. Mr. Drake, of 
St. Louis. 
Mr. Drake spoke as follows: 

Mr. President : On behalf of that noble city which I have the 
;honor here to represent, I thank you, Sir, for the testimony which 
you have borne to her noble and genuine loyalty. One myself, of 
a population of probably one hundred and three-score thousand, I 
feel, Sir, that I can give credit to St. Louis for her loyalty, without 
assuming to myself any vanity. When you reflect on all the cir- 
cumstances which have surrounded St. Louis, from the day that 
the traitor Governor of Missouri was inaugurated in January, 1861, 
to the present time, — if you could only, my friends, know them as 
we who have lived there have known them, — you would say with 
me that no city in this land deserves higher praise for the loyalty 
of her people than St. Louis. But, Sir, St. Louis, in my person at 
this moment, in her delegation winch occupy seats in your midst, 
greets you patriots of the land in this assembly, convened under 
circumstances such as have probably not been known in the world's 
history before. With you, and with all, to whom that venerable 
flag is dear throughout this land, St. Louis extends the arms of 
greeting and affection, desiring to live with you, and to die with 
you, under its resplendent folds. Under circumstances which have 
brought this body together, on the margin of this fair lake, in this 
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queen city of the valley of the St. Lawrence, one part of this 
nation is covered with blood, in a conflict for the nation's life. 
Another part is assembled here, by its representative men, to con- 
sider measures which shall make for the present an enduring pros- 
perity, in peace, or in war, a mighty advantage. Take any 
other nation upon earth, and no such thing is possible; no other 
people c:in fight the battle we light, with one hand ; and, with the 
other, scatter over the earth the blessings of life. If I bad never 
been proud of America before, I should be proud of her now, and 
so should you. We have a right to be proud of that, which enno- 
bles and glorifies us as a people. We have a right to be proud of 
this glorious Valley, which, from these points below, sheds its 
waters over Niagara; and of that other glorious Valley, which, rich 
and fertile in the North, easts its treasures of living waters beneath 
the sun of the tropics. We have a right to be proud of all that 
dignifies and elevates us as a people ; gives us power at home, and 
consideration abroad; and amid all the developments that are cal- 
culated to produce these results, nothing, probably, in our history, 
has yet exceeded the developments of this day. 

The speaker then proceeded to speak on the topics of the day ; 
and, as his remarks did not immediately bear upon the objects em- 
braced in the call of the Convention, they are omitted. 

At the conclusion of his remarks, on motion of Mr. Rcggles, of 
New York, the Convention adjourned until ten o'clock a. m. of 
the following day. 

Wednesday, June 3, 1863. 

At ten o'clock, the F.i:i-:snii:s"T took the (.'hair, and announced: 

The hour to which this Convention adjourned having arrived, you 

will come to order. I have the pleasure to introduce the Rev. Dr. 

Claekson, of Chicago, who will open the proceedings with prayer. 



We praise tbee, God ; We acknowledge thee to be the 
Lord. All the earth doth worship thee, the Father Almighty. 
Heaven and Earth are full of the Majesty of thy Glory. Day by 
day we magnify thee ; and we worship thy name ever, world 
without end. 

O Lord God of Hosts; Let thy blessing rest upon this people 
who are assembled here before thee. Direct them this day, and 
always, in all their deliberations, with thy most gracious favor, 
and further them with thy continual aid; that in all things, begun 
and ended in thee, they may glorify thy Holy name. Prosper 
their consultations to the advancement of thy honor ; and to the 
safety and welfare of this great nation; so that truth and peace, 
religion and piety, may he established among us for all generations. 
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Oil Lord God Almighty, of thine infinite power we 1 
thee to tieal the desolations, and assuage the calamities of war; 
and restore, we pray thee, the broken unity of this suffering people, 
and hasten the coming of that blessed time, when liberty and 
rightuoiism^ss shall reign supreme on all the earth. All which we 
ask in the name and for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 

The Pkesidest. The Seceetaky will read the list of the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions; which was as follows : 

Missouri, Mr, Henry Hitchcock. 

Kansas, " J. C. Trask. 

Wisconsin, " Orsemus Cole. 

Maine, " John Lynch. 

New York, " Samuel B. Ruggles. 

District of Columbia, " Peter Parker. 

Michigan, " Alexander Lewis. 

Minnesota, " J. W. Taylor. 

Iowa, " Richard B. Hill. 

Illinois, " William Kellogg. 

Ohio, " A. G. Riddle. 

Connecticut, " Samuel Gold. 

Massachusetts, " William Hilton, 

New Hampshire, " Thos. M. EiIwdi^. 

New Jersey, " Joseph C. Jackson. 

Indiana, " 6. W. Julian. 

lUi.O'l'-. Inland, " R. J. Arnold. 

Mr. SpAtfLDixG, of Ohio, moved to take from the table the reso- 
lution which he offered yesterday, for the purpose of offoring a 
substitute. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Spaulding then moved as a substitute, the following pre- 
amble and resolutions, which were referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions : 

Win-: ni-: as ; I' !ius been aseerUleeil by n careful survey and estimate, made by 
Capt. W. G. Williams, of the United Slates araiv, under the direetiou of the 
To;i(!^r:ip!-.iciil liuwau of the General Government, that a siiip-iMr.nl (in the Amer- 
ican side, between Lakes Erie ;mu Oir.nrio. In p'isa vessel* of from 1 .'!'>■■> to 1,500 
tons burthen, can be eonstrncted on n hue of from seven to fourteen miles in ltngr.h, 
;oid at ii tost of f-oin two and a tiiilf, to Eve millions of dollars. depending upon 
the line adopted ; and 

WiiiiiHAH ; Tlii! eoiLstriii'lion of sueh a emu] is demanded by the entire Xnrtherii 
iron tie' 1 , as n military defense ; ail::. I rein;;, as it will, the passage of ^anboe.'.s of a 
eijiaeity eeual to any tiin'. fan be put upon Lake Ontario by the liritish Govern- 
ment, through her already constructed St. Lawrence canal; and 
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Whereas ; Through such a. canal, admitting, as it will, the free lake-navigation 

of steamers and vessels of <i large class, tha products of the Great WV.-i- r:u;, 
cheaper than bj ally other channel, be poured Out ou the Atlantic coast for distribu- 
tion to the markets of the world ; therefore, 

Kn.-o! »i.', Thin. p,l: C ■ j i mi i ; ■. i.;- o n ■!'<,,:-. i ii. -.d, i:i eomiectinn with other measures, 
the immediate construction of a ship-canal around the Falls of Niagara, as a Gov- 
ernment work, and at the national expense. (Appendix, C.) 

Mr. Fosteb, of Illinois, submitted, on behalf of the Board of 
Trade, the Mercantile Association, and the citizens of Chicago, a 
report as to the necessity of a ship-canal between the Mississippi 
river and the Atlantic, and proposing the following measures : 

First; To improve, under the authority of the General Govern- 
ment, by slack-water navigation, the Illinois and Des-Plaines 
rivers, by constructing a scries of locks and dams, 15 feet in breadth 
by 350 in length, and 7 feet in depth ; and to enlarge the present 
Illinois and Michigan canal to a like capacity ; so as to admit the 
passage of gunboats, and the largest class of steamers from the Mis- 
sissippi to the Lakes, and vice versa. 

Second/ To enlarge, under the same authority, the locks of the 
Erie and Oswego canals of New York, to such dimensions as to 
pass iron-clad gunboats 25 feet wide and 200 feet long, and drawing 
not less than 6 feet 6 inches of water; by which twin improvements 
gunboats may be passed, by an interior route, from New Orleans to 
Chicago, Buffalo, Oswego, New York, Norfolk, Richmond and 
Beaufort, a distance of 4,300 miles; besides placing under the 
control of the naval power of the Government, the whole nav- 
igable system of the Lakes, and the Mississippi. 

As auxiliary to, and as forming a part of the report, Mr. Foster 
also submitted a special report of the survey of the Illinois and 
Des-Plaines rivers, executed by Messrs. Gooding and Preston, 
engineers of the- highi:*!. caput.-i! v; und askcil that it Lu referred to a 
Special Committee of five, to be appointed by the Chair, and to be 
composed of engineers eminent in their profession, who are to be 
required to report to the Convention as to the practicability of the 
work, and the correctness of the estimates. (Appendix, A. and B.) 
The reports and estimates were, under the rule, referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Mr. Rbggles, of New York, reported from the Committee on 
Resolutions, the following resolution submitted by the delegates 
from the District of Columbia, with a recommendation that it be 
adopted: 



of the ;;. 
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Mr. Littlejohn, of New York, inquired whether it was the 
object of the Convention, in reporting this resolution, to declare 
discussion in reference to the Niagara ship-canal out of order ? 

Mr. Ruggi.es, of New York, replied in the negative, stating that 
such an idea was not thought of. 

Mr. Littlejohn wished it to be fully understood by the Conven- 
tion, that no such technical construction was to be given to the 
resolution. 

Mr. Ruggles assured his colleague that the Committee stood on 
no technical points. The Committee had no wish to exclude dis- 
cussion on the subject of the Niagara ship-canal. 

Mr. Littlejohn explained his meaning. The call of the Con- 
vention referred to the enlargement of canals. The Niagara ship- 
canal project involved the construction of a new canal ; and was 
not, therefore, an enlargement — so that a technical objection might, 
under the resolution, exclude that subject. Under the explanation 
of the Chairman of the Committee, he was quite content. 

Mr. Ruggles stated that the resolution had been brought forward 
by the delegation from the District of Columbia, and its principal 
object was to exclude political discussions, which were at this time 
thought unnecessary. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Ruggt.es, of New York, from the Committee on Resolutions, 
reported back the following resolution, offered by Mr. Taylor, of 
Minnesota : 

Resolved, That the construction of a Northern, a Central, and a Southern railroad, 

from (hr! Mississippi river to the Pacific Ocean, is properly a subject of national 
cognizance; but the enlargement of uuiials, within th-.: limits of Slates, between 
the Mississippi river and the Atlantic ocean, is properly a subject of t;laLe eo-.-;::- 

He stated that the resolution had been considered by the Com- 
mittee, and that he was instructed to make the following report : 

" The Committee on Resolutions, to whom was submitted the 
sub joined resolution, report that, in their opinion, it ought not to be 
passed by the Convention." 

Mr. Washbubne, of Illinois, moved to lay the report and resolu- 
tion on the table. 

Mr. Tatloe, of Minnesota, asked the delegate from Illinois to 
withdraw the motion for a moment, that he might make an explana- 
tion. 

Mr. Washburne, of Illinois, withdrew the motion. 

Mr. Taylor then spoke as follows : 
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The most potential argument, Mr. President, in favor of the reso- 
lution, which lias not been so fortunate as to receive the sanction 
of your Committee, is visible in the spot, and in the scenes, and the 
associations where we stand, and by which we are surrounded. 
What is Chicago at this moment ? 

Whatis the great physical, commercial, and cosmopolitan problem 
here presented for our consideration ? It is the. marriage of land 
and water. It is the marriage of the iron-rail to the great water- 
communication of this Mediterranean of the continent. Chicago 
stands to-day the apparent queen of all these Great Lakes ; because 
here, within the sound of this Convention, converge twelve lines 
of railway, the highest triumph of modern civilization. And it 
is the transhipment of the products of the people westward of the 
Lakes, penetrated, and reached, ami developed, by these twelve lines 
of rail way, that has given to these Great Lakes a commerce which 
is at this moment greater than all the external commerce of the 
United States; and which has made the question of ship-canals, and 
of every possible auxiliary by canals, to this great water- channel, 
the vital question of the hour. 

And now, Sir, in behalf of a western State, of a frontier State, — 
of a State reeking with Indian massacres, with the scenes which 
sixty years ago only, were enacted on the very spot where we stand 
to-day, — I simply ask the citizens of those States to consider well 
the questions, whether the enlargement of the canals eastward to 
the sea-board; whether the construction of a ship-canal around the 
Falls of Niagara ; whether any and all means further to organize 
and develop this great internal commerce, will not be better 
advanced, will not be more surely secured, by planting ourselves, as 
a great nation, on the idea of Pacific extension, of railway exten- 
sion westward from the margin of the Mississippi river, on the 
broadest national scale, to the Pacific coast; and whether by keep- 
in:; singly hi.; fore us, and presenting singly to the American people, 
that great, broad, fundamental idea, you will not do far more to 
advance these great, interests, than by frittering away your strength 
upon an indefinite series of canal-projects within States, which are 
amply competent to establish and effect them for themselves. 

I may be reminded here, as I have been reminded in the Com- 
mittee, that the Pacific Kaikoad question is settled by the action 
of a dismembered Congress. I deny it. I deny that the construc- 
tion of a railway from the city of St. Louis, whatever may be its 
collateral termini, to the city of San Francisco, is the solution of 
this great national question. By no means, Sir. It is but a partial 
solution. It is but the beginning ol'tlie end. It is but the entering 
wedge of the great question. It is the anticipation and determina- 
tion of the American people, that it shall be settled, and re-estab- 
lished, on a foundation as broad as our glorious nationality. I look 
lo that great river of the West beyond you. I see a railway pro- 
jected, from the mouths of the Ohio and Missouri rivers to the bay 
of San Francisco. I float down that, mighty Amazon of the North, 
past the frowning batteries of Vicksburg, over which our glorious 
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flag is soon fco wave in triumph ; past every mere temporary dem- 
onstration of treason against this glorious Republic, to that mighty 
city at the mouth of that river,— to that great crescent metropolis 
of the Gulf, — to that city over which once the iron will of a Jackson 
predominated for the benefit of the country, against an invading 
enemy, and where the iron will of a Massachusetts Butler again 
restored peace. I say in behalf of the North ; — I say in behalf of the 
bleeding South, — of the trampled, outraged Union sentiment of the 
South, — that when this Government is restored, when the lint; of the 
Union once more asserts its supremacy over the length and breadth 
of the land, — Chicago will be the first, Illinois will be the first, all 
the North-West and all the North-East — New England joining 
nands with us— to say, that what the Legislature of 1862 enacted, 
on behalf of the great central line of Middle States, the measure 
of a railway to the Pacific Ocean, from St. Louis to San Francisco, 
— is not and shall not be the ultimatum of that question; but, when 
the erring and outraged sons of the South return to their allegiance, 
and again join hands with us, to support forever this glorious Com- 
monwealth; then, a Southern Pacific railroad, from New Orleans 
to San Diego, will be a measure of peace, of conciliation, and of 
national unity, which the North-East and the North -West will 
cordially and fraternally join hands in establishing. 

For, I do not for one share the sentiment, that we are to take 
advantage, for any mere local or material purpose, for any mere 
question of canals or internal improvements, of the en force J absence 
from the halls of Congress at Washington of the true men of the 
South, who are now the victims of the worst despotism that 
ever defaced God's footstool. I want the Southern States repre- 
sented there. I want, when the power of the Government is again 
asserted as, in God's good time and pleasure, it will be, the men 
of the South, like Andrew Johnson, of Tennessee, to have seats on 
the floor of Congress. I want the brave, (rue hearted men of Past 
Tennessee, the true, loyal element of Northern Alabama, of North- 
ern Georgia, of Western North Carolina, of Louisiana, and of Texas, 
to be represented there. 

Feeling confidence, as I do, in the progress of the West, in its 
power present and power to come, I am in no eager haste to force 
conclusions on these questions. I am perfectly willing to bide the 
time of the restoration of the Government, when we shall again 
meet in fraternal council to settle these great questions of internal 
improvement 

Mr. Taylor proceeded, at considerable length to elucidate his 
views on the Pacific railroad question, and on the canal question, 
contending that while the former was a proper subject for national 
cognizance, the latter was a proper subject for State cognizance 
only ; that Illinois, with her great wealth and resources, should not 
stand, like a pitiful mendicant, asking Congress to do what she 
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should do for herself; and that New York should not be here in 
support of that contemptible effort 

Mr. Washgtjknk, of Illinois, responded. 

Mr. President: As I moved that there solution of the last 
speaker should be laid upon the table ; T desire, now that (he gen- 
tleman has been hoard, to say one word as to the reasons which 
induced me to make that motion. Tins Convention lias met here 
in the midst of one of the most st up end in is wars of which history 
makes mention, at a time when the nation is struggling for its ex- 
istence; when the hearts of the people are wrung with anxiety and 
anguish; when all the loyal States have sent here their most emi- 
nent and distinguished representatives to consult and deliberate 
on the common defense and genera] welfare ; and I thought it out 
of place that a resolution should bo introduced here, on the very 
threshold of the proceedings, which would nullify everything that 
we might undertake. 

I therefore made what, I conceived to he the appropriate motion, 
— to lay the resolution summarily on the table. I withdrew that 
motion out of courtesy to the mover of the resolution, that he 
might be heard in its defense. He has been heard, and the Con- 
vention can determine on the weight of his arguments. What are 
they? He travels off on the question of building a Pacific rail- 
road, apparently forgetting that the same power which we shall 
ask to open up this water-communication from the Mississippi t.o 
the Atlantic, has already made the most ample and stupendous 
grants to accomplish the very object, which the gentleman seems 
to have so much at heart. I do not believe, Mr. President, that 
we travel that way at this time. The people of Minnesota have 
the same interest, which the people of the entire North -West have, 
in the great measure which this Convention proposes t.o consider. 
That gem of a State of the North-West, with its genial skies and 
fertile soil, with its enterprising and industrious population, is 
identified with her sister States of the North-West. I do not be- 
lieve her farmers now purpose finding a market for their wheat 
over the gentleman's railroad, at l'uget's sound, instead of the 
Atlantic coast. 

What is it that the people of the five wheat-growing States of 
the North- West want? How can the present prices of freight be 
reduced, unless we. enlarge the channels of communication ? That 
must be done; and then Minnesota, like all the North-West, will 
have the benefit of it. 

I do not depreciate the importance of a railroad across the Rocky 
mountains to the shores of the Pacific; but certainly that cannot 
take away from our project its vast importance. The gentleman 
1ms spoken in regard to measures, which he says ought not to be 
considered by the Congress of the United States as it now exists. 
He Las spoken of the enforced absence of men from the halls of 
Congress ; and has argued that, therefore, the people- of the loyal 
States, through their representatives, should not enact such logislu- 
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tion as they may see fit, because traitors have left their seals. As 
the humblest member of that body, I tell the gentleman from 
Minnesota, that my action will never be governed by any such 
considerations. If they are not there, let them take the conse- 
quences. Those of us who are there will legislate for the benefit 
of those whom we represent, and of the whole country. He has 
said that the States of New York and Illinois should not present 
themselves as pitiful supplicants for favors at the hands of Con- 

fress. Does the gentleman understand where Illinois stands to- 
ay, with her 150,000 brave men mating the earth to tremble 
beneath their tramp ? With her troops, carrying victory inscribed 
on all their banners, so recently triumphant on so many blood- 
stained fields,led by their brave and unconquerable Illinois General, 
— Grant? Illinois a mendicant ! Never, never. Does not the gen- 
tleman know that there are great, national interests, over and above 
all local interests, involved in the propositions which this Conven- 
tion is to consider? This Illinois and Michigan canal is to be 
enlarged, not only to give an additional outlet to the products of the 
industry of our vast West ; but, as a more ready means of defense 
of the immense commerce that floats on our great inland seas ; and 
to the defense of the towns and cities on their shores. The na- 
tional interest requires that you should have this canal so enlarged 
as to permit the passage of gunboats from the Mississippi to the 
Lakes, to be ready for any emergency, and for all comers. 

Is not the Govermnenl interested in that? Are not the gentle- 
man's constituents in Minnesota interested in that? Why should 
not we of the West have some attention paid to us by Congress, 
for our defense in time of war? Your President, yesterday, in his 
admirable and beautiful address, told you that, under existing 
treaties, we have no armament on these Lakes — substantially none 
— only one armed vessel; while Great llnlaiu, in the shortest period 
of time, can make the whole Lakes bristle with tier armed vessels. 
That is one of the reasons why the Government should take hold, 
and open up the channels of communication ; so that you can get 
your gunboats to the Lakes if necessary, so that you can send a 
gunboat from Albany, through the Eric canal to Lake Erie ; — so as 
to be prepared to meet any emergency that may arise. Let me 
tell you here, with all earnestness and seriousness, that, unless the 
arm of that haughty power — Great Britain — shall soon he stayed 
in her aggressions on our commerce, the clash of arms will be 
heard in another direction, from where it now resounds. And 
when it does come, are we here to be defenseless '! Is this Queen 
City of the Lakes ; are all the towns and cities which dent I heir 
shores, to be left powerless and defenseless? I say, no. During 
the short time that I have been in Congress — as the President can 
bear witness — my votes have always been, given for the largest 
appropriations for defenses on our Eastern coast; and is it to be 
wondered at, that I demand that what we have so freely given to 
the East, shall be now as freely given to us? 

These are the military considerations. Then look at the incidental 
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commercial considerations. Let me ask the farmers of Illinois, ui 
Iowa, of Indiana, of Ohio, — the mother of us all — of Minnesota, 
and of Wisconsin, how the question stands. It may bo easy for 
the gentleman from. Minnesota (Mr. Taylor) to talk as he does; 
but, if he raised corn at ten cents a bushel, and it cost twenty-five 
cents to get it to market, I think be would look on the other side 
of bis ledger. He has spoken of Chicago, and the interests which 
this city has in the matter. Why, how many, in this vast throng 
which I address, are interested in the city of Chicago ? Sir, it is 
not the interest of Chicago that is represented here ; it is the interest 
of the whole country. It is the interest of labor. And I am grati- 
fied to see so many of the farmers here to-day, for they are the 
men who are interested in the matter more deeply than any other. 
Bnt, Mr. President, I will not detain the Convention any hm^er. 
I desired merely to state briefly the reasons which had induced me, 
at the very threshold, to move to lay the gentleman's resolution on 
the table. We have not met here as a Railroad Convention, or as 
a Convention to take into consideration any other subject but that 
which is mentioned in the call. However we may agree with the 
first part of the gentleman's resolution, in regard to the Pacific 
railroad, and the duty of the Government in that respect, we cer- 
tainly cannot permit the resolution to be considered. I therefore 
renew the motion to lay it on the table. 

The question was put, and the report and the resolution were 
laid upon the table. 

The Chair. The Secretary will announce the arrival of a dele- 
gation of true and loyal men from the State of Kentucky, as mem- 
bers of this Convention, together with the persons they have 
delegated to act on committees. 

The Secretary read the names of the Kentucky delegation, as 
follows : 

Thomas S. Page. Dr. H. Rodman. 

M. G. Knight. Win. Terry. 

W. J. Morton. R. H. Cramp. 

Committee on Ilcmlutiom — Dr. W. J. Morton. 
For Vice President — Wm. Terry. 
The Cuair requested the gentlemen named to take seats upon 
the platform. 

Mr. SPAiiLmsG, from the Committee on Organization, said that 
the Committee had consulted upon the propriety of restricting 
speeches to a given time, but had come to no decision. He would, 
however, assume the responsibility of moving that, delegates speak- 
ing be restricted to ten minutes, the rule to apply for this day. 

Mr. Spaulding's motion was then put upon its passage, and pre- 
vailed. 
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Mr. Washbcrne, of Illinois. I have the pleasure of announcing 
the arrival of a delegate from Massachusetts, Hon. H. L. Dawes, a 
member of the last and present Congress, and one of the most 
earnest and able advocates of the Canal measure. 

Mr. Ruggles, of New York, offered the following resolutions : 

Reiolvtd, That in view of the immense increase in the products of the States 

ni:!j:i.x'jil to the Lakes and the Upper Mississippi, and the necessity nf premising for 
the detrain of the national commerce on these waters, this Convention hold it to 
ho ths; imperative duty of the General Government to provide anyneccpHiLry tiiril- 
itk'6 for cheapening and protecting said commerce, by adequately enlarging, and 
improving the canals and rivers, now connecting the Lakes with the Hudson and 
with the Mississippi rivers. 

Resolved, That the proposed advantage?, military and commercial, of a canal 
around the Falls of Niagara, he also commended to the careful examination of 

Mr. Riddle, of Ohio, offered the following resolution as a sub- 
stitute of the second : 

lits'ilvf!, As the sense of the Ohio delegation, that our member of the Committee 
on Resolutions be instructed to keep the subject of a ship-canal around [he Falls of 
Niagara promiMently in view, in connection with the system of improvements to be 
recommended by this Convention. 

The Pkesident requested the Secretary to read the original 
resolutions, and the substitute for the second, which was done. 

Mr. A. G. Riddle. It will be discovered that there are two pro- 
positions reported by the Committee, but both are not upon the 
same basis. That in regard to the ship-canal around the Falls of 
Niagara is placed in a subordinate position. I should desire, only 
so far as any personal views which I entertain as an individual 
are concerned, that it be placed upon precisely the same basis that 
the first general propositions fire. An intelligent stranger, who 
would first unroll the map of North America, would be struck, per- 
haps, with nothing more directly than with the immense system 
of great inland waters. Following tlie map he would iiire^ariiy 
see whether there was a navigable outlet, oxistins from the Great 
Lakes to the Ocean, and he would be struck by the entire obstruc- 
tion of navigation by the Falls of Niagara, between Lakes Erie 
and Ontario. The first proposition contemplated that a great popu- 
lation should spring up upon the shores of these inland seas ; and 
their configuration, their location, and their relation to the rest of 
the continent, seem to have marked them as the destined abode of 
a great people; it was in fact the promise of their creation, that if 
they were not the greatest, they should, at least, torm one great 
element of the nation. The stranger would ask whether it was 
possible to secure navigable facilities from the Great Lakes to the. 
Ocean. He would try to ascertain what would be the degree of 
practicability of connecting this great chain of lakes, Ion- before 
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he dreamed of the union of the waters of the ft , , 

of the Upper Lakes, or even the construction of the Erie canal. 

He would determine that it was the duty of the sovereign to 
complete what nature had thus left incomplete. If he looked fur- 
ther, he would find that the sovereign of the soil on the northern 
hide had acted on that natural hint, and had completed what nature, 
for some purpose, had left incomplete, and had already constructed 
a ship-canaL He would he utterly amazed that a great nation like 
our own, which had planted its footsteps on the further shores of 
those Great Lakes, was still content to grope through that canal, 
which the British Government had constructed on the other side, 
and to pay tribute therefor. lie would he utterly amazed that the 
great jiru.ion, on the south side of these now unnavigable waters, had 
not acted on the teachings of nature herself, and followed the 
example of her great rival by constructing for herself, on her own 
soil, a ship-canal around the Falls of Niagara. 

A population has sprung up upon the shores of these Lakes, 
greater than the entire population of the United States at the com- 
mencement of the war of 1812. There are cities strewed all along 
those Lakes, larger, some of them, more populous, and more power- 
ful, than any city upon our western continent at that time. 

May I not say that this is the first great link in the plan of lake- 



navigation '? However great, or however important the other pro- 
positions are, I submit that, if not entitled to the very first place 
in the proceedings of this Convention, it is entitled to be placed 
upon the same basis as the other. This is the proposition you have 
to pass upon. 

I would like to have said something upon the main proposition; 
but I do not propose to do so now, as the question is not before 
the Convention. My voice has been raised in another place, and 
my vote has been given, for the general proposition that underlies 
the first branch of the report 

Mr. Sfaclding, of Ohio, followed. Itwas distinctly understood 
by this Convention, that I am peculiarly in favor of that great 
work of internal improvement — a navigable ship-canal around the 
Falls of Niagara; and I now avow, for the first time, that I am 
equally it! favor of a ship-canal from the Gulf of Mexico to the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. How is this to be accomplished, except 
by a canal around the Cataract of Niagara ? Is there anything 
lying under the surface which we do not now understand? If so, 
this Convention is acting in the dark. I am a practical man. I have 
but a few words and those short ones. It is said that the great 
work is a military necessity. So it is. This Convention itself is 
a great military necessity ; and its assembling at such a time as 
this, for the purpose of promoting the common defense for all time 
to come, will produce a more stunning effect on the rebellion than 
several victories by our armies. I would desire that those who 
are in favor of the enlargement of the New York canal, and those 
who are in favor of the enlargement of the Illinois canal, should 
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meet each other half way. The whole lake-shore interest have 
much at heart in this particular work-— the construction of a ship- 
canal round the Falls of Niagara. I do not desire to speak m 
words of menace ; I only desire to speak in words of harmony. 
This measure requires all the aid we can give to it. Now, do not 
let us, by our course to-day, cast from us one single vote in Con- 
gress. We can he harmonious, and give our energies to the enlarge- 
ment of both canals, and the construction of a ship-canal, thus 
making a practical ship-communication from Gulf to Gulf; and 
then, with the blessing and the smiles of God upon us, we must 
be successful. 

Mr. Ruggles. The Committee, Mr. President, is attacked by the 
gentleman who has just sat down, and this Convention is told that 
there is something lying under these resolutions, which he does not 
millers Land. I will tell him what lies under the resolutions. It is 
the welfare of the United States which lies under them, and the 
safety of its commerce, and the development of its resources, and 
the guarding of this commerce, and these developments from foreign 
diversion ; nothing else. Who ever heard before of the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence in this connection? Has not our whole struggle 
been to prevent this Canadian diversion? A principal aim of the 
til eni'i vials to Congress, rind the documents issued by the Boards 
of Trade, was to prevent our internal commerce from being diverted 
from our own water-courses and sea-ports, into those of foreign 
nations. I do not say that this result wouhl certainly flow from the 
construction of this ship-canal ; but, to say the Insist, it is possible. 
But, I do not mean to take ground against the shin-canal here, and 
perhaps not elsewhere ; we cannot, however, close our eyes upon the 
magnitude of the consequences involved. The question, whether 
the hundred millions bushcis of grain, — soon to be multiplied to a 
thousand millions — is to be poured into foreign ports, rather than 
into our own, is a national question of the gravest import, and 
one which deserves the consideration, not only of this Convention, 
but of Congress. Hence, the form of the second resolution, which 
asserts that the military and commercial advantages of the mea- 
sure deserved the attention of the General Government. I admit 
that such a work might produce some saving in transportation, 
and might add to the military security of the country; but, at the 
same lime, we should keep our eyes fixed on the preservation of 
our commerce. 

Mr. Henry, of Iowa. I offer an amendment to the resolution 
of the gentleman from New York, which I suppose lie will have 

no objection to accept. I offer to insert after the weird " Niagara," 
the words, "and, also, so to improve the Rock Island and Des- 
Moines Rapids of the Mississippi river, as to pass gunboats over 
them." This is part and parcel of the great chain of national work. 
The Mississippi requires attention to her defenses, and the passage 
of gunboats, equally with the Lakes, and I. therefore, hope the gen- 
tleman will not object to my amendment. (Appendix, D.) 
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Mr. A. G. Riddlb. Is not that intended as an amendment to 
the original proposition ? 

Mr. J. B. Grishell, of Iowa. I observed the smiles that passed 
over the countenances of the gendemen from New York, because the 
word Des-Moines was mentioned. I wish the gentlemen from New 
York to understand that the present proposition has no relation 
whatever to their Des-Moines improvements. Acompany from that 
State placed some fifty locks there for the purpose of damming 
(though they did not mean it for damning, but for improving) the 
water-communication. 

Now I wish to state, in a few words, what is the position of the 
State of Iowa. 

Mr. President, I wish you to understand that, from the State of 
Minnesota, for 500 miles to the State of Wisconsin, and the 
State of Illinois, the productions of the soil all go down the Missis- 
sippi river; and in doing so, have to be laden and unladen two or 
three limes. Now, suppose the project of this Convention is carried 
out, to construct a ship-canal in Illinois. How can you expect a vote 
from the State of Iowa, and how can you expect me to be sustained 
at home, if I vote to appropriate $100,000,000 for these purposes, 
unless we can have a moiety for making the Mississippi navigable, 
so that our gun-boats and our corn-boats can pass to and fro upon it. 
Now, Sir, this is our proposition : We expect to support the reso- 
lution in favor of this ship canal, and we shall couple with it a 
demand that the Mississippi shall be cleared. By that, we mean 
that the Upper and Lower rapids may be made passable for gun- 
boats and steamboats. No emu brieves that, it will cost more than 
a million dollars ; and, if it succeeds, we shall bring to you millions 
of value in wheat, 

I beg the Convention to bear in mind that Iowa has nearly a 
million of people, and fitly thousand brave men in the tield. Thirty 
of her noble regiments are lo-dav before Vickslmrg, it' not in it, as 
I trust to God they are. And this is the only thing we ask ; that 
you will believe us as in earnest, when we say, that we want an outlet 
to Chicago, to Buffalo, to New York, and to Liverpool, and that 
you will help us in making this river passable. 

Why, Sir, only one-ninth of our territory is under cultivation. 
You gentlemen here, speculators, own it. I invite you to go over 
and look at your broad acres. Not one acre in ten of our country 
is improved, and yet we have nearly a million of people. We are 
not boasting; but we have less waste laud in our State than any 
other State of the Union. It is all entered, except one or two million 
acres. Come, vote with us, act with us, do not sneer at us, indorse 
us. Incorporate this amendment with that resolution, and I believe 
you can then be assured of the support of the people of Iowa. 

I have looked to this Convention as a means of binding the East 
and the West together. I predict that, in ten years from this time, 
the State of Iowa will send away a larger number of bushels of 
wheat and corn, more value in pork, aud beef, and wool (and I am 
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a wool-grower myself), than all that now passes the gates of 
Chit: ago. I say again, that. I look to this Convention as a means 
of cementing the East and the West. 

It is my custom to make an annual pilgrimage to the East, where 
are the graves of my fathers, from which I return more deeply im- 
pressed with the worth of the Union, and with the future greatness 
and glory of our country. In the heat of my passion, I have thought 
I could shed my blood to keep our States together. To this Conven- 
tion I have looked for practical deeds ; and have hoped we might 
love more as brothers by our meeting, and embrace like .Joseph and 
Benjamin, though one was reared in Egypt, and the other in Canaan. 
Commerce, interest, and duty, may bind us with a golden chain. 
Our hearts are in the work, which will give value to our produce, 
unity to our people, and bring the Mississippi, cleared of its obstruc- 
tions, in connection with Lake Michigan and the Atlantic ocean. 

Mr. Leighton, of Iowa. I believe, Sir, that light ought to be 
shed on all questions brought before this assembly. I believe, Sir. 
that many of those gentlemen who smiled at the mention of the 
Des-Moines rapids, would cease to smile if they reflected that the 
Des-Moines rapids are the rapids of the "Father of Waters;" 
that small stream, Sir, that rises about Ave or six hundred miles 
above where I live (Keokuk), arid debouches in the Mexican Gulf, 
fifteen hundred miles south of me ; that is the stream, Sir, which 
the gentlein:in : s amendment proposes to have cleared for navigation 
in the Upper and Lower rapids. The distance is about twenty-two 
miles altogether, and the improvements can be made at a cost of 
SI ,000, (}(j(j, as I am informed by eminent engineers; amongst 
others by Major General S. R. Curtis, who thinks that, ae far as 
Iowa is concerned, we have no interest here at all, unless the 
rapids of the .Mississippi are cleared out in some way or other ; 
either by blasting out the rocks, or building a canal around them. 
Even if you obtain the improvements now contemplated, the 
larger portion of Iowa has still the impediments of the Missis- 
sippi navigation to contend with, and she cannot send a bushel of 
grain, or a single soldier, except over these impediments. 

We think this is perfectly germain to the objects of this Con- 
vention. I know that the gentlemen from St. Louis will not iaugh 
at us for this amendment. I know that the business of Iowa is 
worth, to them, some thousands of dollars per year; but I look 
forward to the day when, with the gentlemen from Minnesota, we 
will again trade with our misguided friends in the South. We want 
again to send our produce to the Southern planters of the Gulf 
States, as we did in olden times. We want the rapids cleared out, 
that we may extend our hearts and our right hand to the East, 
and our left hand and what, remains of our hearts, to the South. I 
speak as a lover of the Union, one who would give his life, his for- 
tune, and his sacred honor, in favor of supporting the Union, 
inseparably one, now and forever. 

I ask gentlemen not to indulge in smiles at the mere mention of 
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a name, as if it were that of some unknown and insignificant 
stream. It is the great " Father of Waters," the Amazon of the 
North, the main artery of this half of the continent. 

We ask you to make the improvements which a young and gal- 
lant State nan a right to :esk : a right to ask that: these impediment;! 
Bhall he removed, and that we may send our grain to the North 
and South, as well as to the East and West. Now, the transporta- 
tion to New York is three times the cost of raising grain. It is 
even cheaper for lis to burn corn for fuel, than to go into the woods 
and cut it, paying a man seventy-five cents per cord for his labor. 
We ask that our corn may be sent to the suffering millions of 
Europe. The railroads cannot do it. They are already over- 
crowded willi business, and their resources more than taxed. I see 
upon the platform a most, worthy and excellent railroad president, 
and he knows the truth of my statement. The railroads are wax- 
ing fat., and we of the West want a finger in the pie. I most cor- 
dially second the amendment for the improvement of the rapids. 

Mr. Hubbbll, of Wisconsin. I am loth to utter a word com- 
ing in the way of this Convention. But I ask the movers of these 
resolutions, and the gentlemen discussing 1.1mm so eloquently, what 
is the policy in this effort to induce the Government to build canals 
or remove river obstructions? Is it a military necessity? We 
have beard it discussed as if it, were, only a commercial necessity. 
In that light I concur in all that has been said, or can be said. Is 
this canai through Illinois sought, for on the grounds that the neces- 
sities of the Government now require this expenditure of money. 
We are told the nation is engaged in a gigantic war, and stagger- 
ing under the weight of the blows heaped upon it. It stands, 
sword in one hand and pistol in the other, summoning every man 
in the loyal States to protect its life. Does this Convention come 
here now to ask permission to put its hands in the pockets of the 
Government to build canals? Is it essential while this war is being 
carried on, that, this money shall be taken ? If so, take it us freely' as 
you take the heart's blood of the soldiers of Illinois and Wisconsin. 
If not SO, spare that money. I openly ask members of Congress, 
if this construction of canals be not a military necessity, will they 
dare to put their hands in (he public purse to take money and build 
them? I would rather bum the houses of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, or rob an hospital, ibr that would injure only a few sick sol- 
diers. The abstraction of this money would wrong and injure the 
whole country. 

For what purpose are these canals a military necessity ? How 
long will it take to build them? Three, four, or five years? What 
military necessity will there be at the end of that time? This 
rebellion ? God forbid that it should last that long. A war with 
England ? When did we have a war with England ? Fifty years 
ago. When shall we have another? Not for fifty years to come, 
except by our own volition. If John Bull had chosen to fight with 
Brother Jonathan, he would have done it last year, when the South 
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had us by the throat. Now, when we have got the South by the 
throat, and John Bull knows it, is he going to venture his com- 
merce against our armaments ? No! if John Bull fights with us, 
it will be during the rebellion. 

Is it a commercial necessity? I admit it, but not a vital one. 
The railroads for years past have transported the grain of Wiscon- 
sin and Minnesota at twelve cents per bushel. The canals and 
improvements of the rapid* will never transport the wheat of Min- 
nesota and Iowa as cheaply as the railroads. Can you send wheat 
down the Mississippi and up the canal, which can be open only 
half the year, and compete with the railroads, which run all the 

Mr. Levi Blossom, of Wisconsin, suggested a point of order, 
that when an amendment is pending, speakers should confine them- 
selves to the amendment, and not talk at large upon the main 

proposition. 

Mr. Lmvi Blossom, of Wisconsin. I offer an amendment to 
the amendment now under consideration, by adding these words : 
"And the widening and deepening of the channel through the St. 
Clair Fiats, and the enlargement and deepening of the channel of 
the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers from Lake Michigan to the Mis- 
sissippi." (Appendix, E.) 

Gentlemen of the. t'oii-V'-ntion : It is not my purpose or inten- 
tion to entertain you with a speech upon this amendment, but as 
it has been decided that this is a Convention for canal and river- 
enlargement purposes, and not a railroad convention, I propose to 
bring before you the proposed channel through Wisconsin, and 
the improvement of the channel through the Flats. Without this 
latter highly important improvement, we have no assurance that 
we can get to New York at all, or to the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
Let all of us understand that it is impossible, and I need not further 
enlarge upon it 

Upon the deepening of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, I know I 
shall be met with sneers. There are two natural channels from 
Green Bay to the Mississippi, of ii50 to 300 miles in length, through 
a rich and fertile country, second to none in importance. Now 
between these two natural channels, throughout that extent, an 
artificial channel of one and a quarter miles mingles the waters of 
the Mississippi and the St. Lawrence. The like does not exist 
in any other place on this continent. Little is said, little is known 
about it. And yet they have so far succeeded now, in deepening 
and widening this canal, that barges carrying one hundred tons 
can go through. There is a natural channel running through 
acountry some 250 miles in extent, that can be made deep enough, 
and wide enough, to carry gun-boats through from Lake Michigan 
to the Mississippi, and then by the improvement of the Dea- 
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Moines rapids to let them down the Mississippi. It is all true. 
I simply call your attention to the importance of this channel, and 
the cheapness with which it can be built, in comparison with 
any other. Now, I am going to state a faet, and that is, that 
$4,000,000 will carry all the gun-boats of the United States from 
one river to the other ; for we have got a channel there, made by 
the God of nature, which, for all practical purposes, can be 
made just as available for the produce of Miriiu'soni, as for that of 
Iowa and Wisconsin, which never would be brought tiown to the 
mouth of the Illinois river, and thence up to Chicago. The railroads 
will bring that. You could by this route bring the produce of 
Wisconsin, Northern Iowa, Minnesota, and that of a large num- 
ber of States, yet to be developed out of the district west of them. 

Mr. A. G. Riddle. Are they not a portion of the rivers named 
in the first brunch of these resolutions, as rivers connecting the 
Mississippi river with the Upper Lakes? 

Mr. Levi Blossom. I admit they may come within the limits 
of that resolution. 

Mr. LuiGiiTON. Some of my friends say that I have stated that 
" if these rapids were not improved, Iowa had no business in this 
Convention." I meant that commercially speaking, Iowa had no 
interests here; but Iowa, for any project of a military nature, has 
an interest here equal to that of any State of the Union ; therefore, 
Mr. President, I wish that portion of my speech to be corrected. 
We ask what we think wc are entitled to in a commercial sense, 
but when you ask if Iowa is sound for the Union, and in favor of 
a canal for the transport of her troops :md jiim -bouts, you have 
every man, woman and child with you. 

Mr. Blossom. I understand that all these resolutions are to he 
communicated to Congress. Now, it is with that view, and that 
all these people from the East and from the West may understand 
when you speak about improving these channels of communica- 
tion, that that is not all that we want. We want the attention of 
Congress as well to that northern improvement which I have 
alluded to. We want the improvement of the St. Clair Flats, and 
also of that magnificent outlet, the Mississippi river. Also to 
commend to their special attention, the construction of a canal 
around the Falls of Niagara. It is for this purpose I have been 
induced to offer this amendment to the resolution, 

The amendment to the amendment was then put and carried, 
and the chair announced that the question reverted to the amend- 
ment as relating to the Des-Moin.es, and the Fox and Wisconsin 
improvements. 
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Mr. Jennison, of Kansas, said: I bad hoped that we should 
assemble here as brothers, East, West, North and South. I can 
speak for the people of Kansas, that we join hands with you in 
this national enterprise, believing it a commercial and military 
necessity that the canal be built. The Western people have in- 
terests as well as New York, Ohio and Illinois ; and while we 
grant there is a common interest the people of Kansas view these 
matters as of national interest. 

The remainder of his remarks, being foreign to the subject 
under discussion, are omitted. 

Mr. I-'oote, of New York, moved the previous question. 

Mr. Kellogg, of Illinois, asked the mover to withdraw that 
motion, so that be might move to recommit the original resolution 
and all pending nmeiulmems to the Committee on Resolutions. 

Mr. Footk, of New York, withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Kellogg, of Illinois, then submitted his motion, and moved 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and, under its operation, 
the original resolutions ami all pending amendments were recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Resolutions. 

Mr. McMancr, of New York, submitted a resolution directing 
the Committee on Resolutions to embody in their report a recom- 
mendation for an appropriation of $2,000,000 for the improvement 
of the Hudson river between New Baltimore and the city of Troy. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

Mr. Arnold, of Illinois, presented the following, which were 
referred to the Committee on Resolutions: 

The representatives of the loyal States, assembled in National Convention at 

Chicago, desirous of cementing a closer Union, of perpetuating our Sationality 
forever, ol providing f l)r i.liu uoiiii'iiiii defense niul promoting tin: general welfare 
of our whole country, adept tin- following resolutions: 

1. That we regard the enlargement, of the canals between the Valley of the 
Missi.—ippi iimi tin- Atlantic, a?, of great Military, National, and Commercial im- 
portance. We believe Unit such enlargement, to I'd e capacity of parsing gun- 
boats from the Mississippi to Lake Michigan, ami from the Atlantic to mid from 
the Great Lukes, will fumi-di the cheapest and the must, efficient means of pro- 
tecting thu Northern frontier, and ,ii. ike same time tend pre.it.l_y to promote the 
rapid development, at;;l permaneiit Union of oor whole country. 

2. That the opening suhstatitia'lv, by the improvements proposed, of another 
mouth to the Mississippi on I, ike .Michigan, and commercially at the Citv of New 
York, so that that great national ami continental high nay shall discharge itself at 
New York via Chicago, as well as at New Orleans, is a work demanded alike by 
military prudence, political windum, ii.n.J the neoes-ities of commerce. Such a 
work would be not only national but continental. Every motive of sound politi- 
cal economy requires its early accomplishment. 

S. That such a national highway should, as far as possible, be ym:k, wk'nout 
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tolls and restrictions. We should, therefore, deprecate the placing of this grand 
highway in the hands of any private corporation or State. The work should be 
done by national credit; and, as soon as its cost is reimbursed to the national 
treasury, it should be made fret as 1 1 1 . ■ Ink: s r,o the commerce of the world. 

On motion, the names of Messrs. D. E. Anthony and E. 6. 
Carr, were added to the list of delegates from the St ate of Kansas. 

Mr. Foote, of New York, submitted a resolution that the Com- 
mittee recommend to Congress to provide such ample means for 
canal- communications from the Mississippi to the Eastern States 
by lakes, and the construction or enlargement of canals, as it shall 
determine to be a national military necessity. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

Mr. Truman, of New York, submitted a resolution declaring 
that a ship-canal of ten miles in length, would connect Cayuga 
Lake with Lake Ontario, thereby extending the line of navigation 
seventy-live miles to Ithaca, a point sixty miles nearer to the city 
of New York by railroad than is now reached by vessels on the 
Great Lakes, which would make a more feasible approach to the 
Anthracite coal region, and the iron mines of Pennsylvania, and 
open a capacious and safe harbor for gun-boats in the interior of 
the State of New York. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

Mr. Walbridge, of New York. I rise to propose to read to 
the Committee a resolution which has already received an in- 
dorsement in the city of New York, when the people of that city 
met to vindicate the integrity of the constitutional government of 
the land; that has subsequently been indorsed by the Boards of 
Trade of New York city, city of Buffalo, city of Toledo, and 
also by the city of Chicago, when, last year, the largest mass 
meeting which ever was convened here, was assembled. By the 
construction of the seventy-three miles of canal to which this 
resolution refers, you would he enabled, in the vicissitudes of 
foreign war, to 5nd ample and easy transit, to places ranging from 
150 to any number of miles along your coast, so that in such 
vicissitudes we could still convey our armies and our navies and 
preserve our commerce. 

I am convinced that, between the Mississippi and the Atlantic, 
there should exist a stream as broad as the Mississippi, capable 
of passing our ships in time of war; and it is upon that subject I 
have aright to speak. I believe that national exigences require 
that it should be performed. I submit this resolution to the Com- 
mittee that they may act upon it, stating that New York desires 
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not to discriminate between any of these great States, sympa- 
thizing as she does, with all these great movements, of whatever 
magnitude they may be, in this gigantic strife in which we are all 



litMilred, That Congress should provide for opening tlie great line of interior 
wnu-.-eommunication along our Atlantic coast capable of passing our naval fleet 
and our commercial marine from the waters of the Roanoke, and Chesaprakr Bay, 
to the eastern terminus of Long Island ; and that the loyal States, through which 
the work is to In' i:misi.'iic;oii, slunnd ;it out.' open the in.'a:is of internal '■oriiruu- 
ni cati on, by which our gun-boats can pass from the Mississippi, by the various 
canals and Likes, until thr.y ri'iich the Atlantic seaboard, by ihe most cheap and 
expeditious route that scientific and practical knowledge may develop. 

Mr. Sabine, of Massachusetts, proposed the name of George 
E. Hill, of Sheffield, Mass., as a delegate. 

The Convention then adjourned until three o'clock p. m. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The President called the Convention to order at three p. m. 

Mr. Foster, of Illinois, presented a letter from Mr. Benton, 
Auditor of the canals of the State of New York, in reference to 
the financial condition of those works. As a mark of respect to 
the high source from which it emanated, he moved, not merely 
that it be referred to the Committee on Business, but, also, that 
it be printed among the proceedings of this Convention. (Appen- 
dix, F.) 

The motion was agreed to, and the communication ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Ruggles, of New York, from the Committee on Resolu- 
tions, reported back the following : 

The representatives of the loyal States, assembled in National Convention at 

Chicago, de-si.oii.s oi' oprrif-iiting i r:u<f[ L":iioo, of ju'rpetiiii.l.LiL" our Nfiitioir-'il ity 
forever. of providing fu: 1 '.he uo:;nr:oti licferihe, and promo'.lr'g the rum rii welfare 
of our whole country, adopt the following resolutions : 

Jvv.l,;-.], That we regard the enlargement of canals between the Mississippi 
river and the Atlantic, with canals July conuci.tirg the Lakes, as of great 
National, Military, and Commercial importance ; ws believe such enlarsrnicni with 

(iimt'iisiojis sni'VieTir. i.u puss L'ur:-"r i.s Irr.-ni i.l ic Mississippi to Lake Michigan, and 

from the Atlantic to and fi';.iu i.hi- f j ■■ o it r. I.nk'-s, w ill lurr.isii ilu- cheapen anil most 
ellhucnt means of protecting L 1 j ■ ■ Northcio iVoMicr, and at the same time will pro- 
mote the rapid development and permanent Union of our whole country. 

Ret/jived, That these works :iiv il-.- ma mi ml alike by military [:ir-nienc\ political 
wisdom, and the necessities of eouiuierci: ; sui-ii «-o;ks "ill he not only rational, 
iie.r. ( ontintntal, and tiu-ir early accomplish mrm is ivquLcd by every prineiple of 
sound political economy. 

Resolved. That such national liiidnMv bet.iveeu Ihe Mississippi ami the Lakes, as 
far as practicable should be MM, without tolls or restrictions ; aud we should 
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deprecate the placing this great national thoroughfare in the bands of but privn 
corpora ti.-in, or State. The work should bv iic(n>iii:ili;hed by Kitioiml crulit, a 
as soon as the cost in reimbursed to the National Treasury, should be as free 
the Lakes to the commerce of the world. 



Mr. Washburnb, of Illinois, moved to amend the third reso- 
lution by adding the letter " s" to the word " highway," so as to 
make it read " highways." 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Gkinnell, of Iowa, moved to amend the first resolution by 
inserting before the word " enlargement" the words "construction 
and," so as to make it read " the construction and enlargement of 
canals," and to make a similar amendment in a subsequent part 
of the resolutions. 

Mr. Kellogg, of Illinois, suggested that those words were in- 
serted in the draft by the Committee, and omitted simply by a 
mistake in copying. 

The amendment was made, and the word "the" was also struck 
out before the word "canals." 

The question was then taken on the resolutions, and they were 
adopted unanimously. 

Mr. Ruggles also reported the following: 

Ji-mlrrd, That an Executive Committee, of one from each State, be appointed 
by the 1' resident of this Convention, to prepare a memorial t.o the President, and 
the Congress of the United SUies, ]jri> fluting tile views of this Ci invention, and 
urging the passage of the laws iiesu.-- arj to cai ry then) into full effect,' with power 
to open sudi corresponds.' :iu[' ad may he expedient ; and, in their discretion, to call 
any further conventions. Five of the n, ember,- of said Committee, at any meeting 
duly notified by the Chairman, shall constitute a quorum. 

Mr. Littlejohn moved to amend, by making the resolution read 
"two delegates from each State." The business of that commit- 
tee would be of a very important eb,irnet.ei', and there were con- 
flicting interests in some of the States. He thought the matter 
would be safer in the hands of a large, than in the hands of a small, 
Committee. 

Mr. King differed from his colleague. He thought it safer to 
leave it in the bands of one gentleman from each State, who 
would be selected for his intelligence and knowledge of the 
subject 

The question was taken on the amendment, and it wasdis.-^iv^T 
to. 

The question recurred on the resolution, and it was adopted. 

Mr. Wasiibuene, of Illinois, moved to re-eonsider the vote by 
which the resolution was agreed to, and also moved that the 



a by Google 



42 

motion to re-consider be laid upon the table. The latter motion 
was agreed to. 

Gen. Walbridge here took the chair as temporary presiding 
officer. 

Mr. Kellogg, of Illinois, from the Committee on Resolutions, 
reported back the following resolution: 

ResoLvl, That the report of the survey of the Illinois and Des-PlaiDes rivers, 

executed under the authority of Messrs. Gooding .and Preston, bis referred to H 
special eommittee of fire, to be appointed by tiie Chair, and to be composed of 
e u ffiin- it- eminent in their profession, who are requested to report as to the prac- 
ticability of the work, and the correctness of the estimates. 

A Delegate from Illinois moved that it be referred to the 
Business Committee to be appointed by this Convention. 

Mr. Foster, of Illinois, explained. A recent survey had been 
made of that portion of the Illinois improvement which starts at 
Joliet and ends at Chicago. A survey of the rest of the chain had 
heretofore been completed. The resolution only contemplated the 
appointment of five engineers to examine as to the correctness of 
those estimates. 

Mr. Chamberlain*, of Ohio, wished to know what objection 
there was to have the matter referred to the Executive Committee, 
and have the report made as a whole. 

Mr. Foster explained that the official report of the Illinois- 
river improvement had been already submitted to Congress ; but 
they had not an official report of the Des-Plaines portion ; and he 
wished to have the survey verified as to its correctness. 

Mr. Kellogg, of Illinois, further explained the matter. The 
Committee on Naval Affairs in the House of Representatives had 
unjustly assailed the estimates as not being entitled to considera- 
tion. It was now proposed that there should be taken from vari- 
ous portions of the United States five civil engineers, who might 
examine these estimates and set the matter at rest. 

The motion to refer to the Executive Committee was withdrawn. 

Mr. Ruggles, of New York, entered into a long explanation of 
the matter. As his friend (Mr. Kellogg) had just observed, the 
cost of this great chain of works had been outrageously exagge- 
rated by a hostile Committee of the House of Representatives. 
That Committee had made a report which, he would take the 
liberty of asserting here, in the presence of this American multi- 
tude, was a most unworthy state-paper — a slander upon the State 
of Illinois, and a slander on the State of New York. They had 
taken measures in the State of New York to prove that report to 
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be false and preposterous. The last Legislature had directed fur- 
ther surveys to show the utter and wanton extravagance of the 
allegations of that report, that the proposed enlargement of the 
locks of the Erie and Oswego canals, with the necessary altera- 
tions of their channels, would cost twenty millions/ They had, 
furthermore, requested their Governor to ask the President of the 
United States to detail an officer of the United States to unite in 
the survey, so that next winter tliey would have the means of nail- 
ing that, slander to the counter. He was, therefore, In favor of this 
resolution, so that Illinois might have the same advantage as New 
York. 

A Mbmber from Wisconsin renewed the motion to refer the 
resolution to the Executive Committee. He should like to know 
why it was that that Committee could not examine this subject, 
and appoint, if necessary, competent surveyors to survey all those 
routes. Why should they attempt to commit this Convention to 
one route in preference to another? The Fox and Wisconsin river- 
improvement wanted estimates made, too. And so did others. 
The fair way was to refer that resolution to the Executive Commit- 
tee, and let that Committee take such measures as would be just 
to all the routes, instead of undertaking seemingly to indorse one 
particular rout* in preference to others, 

Mr. Chamberlain, of Ohio, thought it would have been better 
if this resolution had not have been offered at all, so that the 
Executive Committee might have been left perfectly untrammeled 
to look over the whole ground. But as one particular route had 
been presented, he proposed that the whole of the routes be pre- 
sented in the same manner. There were half a dozen routes in the 
State of Ohio through which they would like to have canals con- 
structed. Let them all have their chance. Let the Committee 
appoint engineers to report upon them, and they would settle down 
on the right channel. He did not see why gentlemen were afraid 
to trust the matter to the hands of the Committee. He was per- 
fectly willing, so far as Ohio was concerned, to indorse this route 
to the fullest extent. At the same time, he claimed that the routes 
eastward from here should be properly indorsed also. And if the 
people of Wisconsin wantod their routes examined, let them 
have that privilege. 

Dr. Brainaed, of Illinois, said that so far as Illinois was con- 
cerned, they were perfectly willing that it should be made the duty 
of the Committeo of Engineers to examine all works contemplated, 
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and coming within the purview of the action of this Convention. 
But the reason why they ask this to be referred to a Committee of 
Engineers was, that it was conceived that engineers were the only 
persons capable of passing on the engineering parte of the ques- 
tion. 

They do not propose to put the Convention to the expense of 
re-surveying. They had all the plans, profiles, sections and esti- 
mates ; and alt they asked was to have a Committee of Inquiry to 
examine these data. If other works were surveyed in the same 
way, and the surveys were brought forward, they could also be 
presented and passed upon by the same Committee. 

A Delegate from New York thought there was no necessity for 
the Committee in reference to the canals of New York. An En- 
gineer of the General Government, in conection with the State 
Engineer, had made a survey of the Niagara ship-canal, and it 
would be disrespectful to have their works revised by a Committee 
of Inquiry. 

A Delegate from Wisconsin spoke against the appointment of 
the Committee of Engineers. The Fos and Wisconsin route had 
been surveyed, and he said they did not want the indorsement of 
the route, but neither did they want the implied indorsement of 
any other route. They expected that the Executive Committee 
would appoint engineers to examine all the surveys. They could 
show that Wisconsin could be connected with the Mississippi for 
$2,000,000 ; while it would require $20,000,000 to make the conec- 
tion by the Illinois -river route. 

Mr. Foster, of Illinois, hoped it would not be supposed for a 
moment that he had any sinister motive in introducing the resolu- 
tion. He was in favor of the improvements demanded by Iowa 
and Wisconsin. If we could satisfy the country that the Illinois 
improvement would cost a fixed sum, it was information greatly to 
be desired, and would form the basis of future calculations. If 
the delegates from Wisconsin were prepared to give similar inform- 
ation in regard to their route, it was certainly to be desired. If 
he had had any idea that his resolution would have given rise to 
debate, he would not have introduced it, and now he was willing 
to withdraw it. 

A Delegate fromNew York moved as a substitute, that all dele- 
gations be invited to procure surveys and estimates of the routes 
which they are in favor of, and have them submitted, with the 
one already provided, to the Committee of Engineers, who are to 
make a report on all the proposition*. 
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The Delegate from Wisconsin accepted that for the motion 
which he had submitted. 

Another Delegate from New York moved, as an amendment, to 
give to the friends of other routes the same length of time to pro- 
cure their surveys and estimates, that the friends of the Illinois- 
river route had had. 

A Delegate proposed to lay the whole subject on the table. 
The Executive Committee to be appointed would have full power 
over the whole subject. This Committee should not indorse any 
particular route. 

Mr. Foster remarked that the question had awakened so much 
sectional feeling that he would now ask leave to withdraw the 
resolution. 

The resolution was accordingly withdrawn. 

A Delegate from New York submitted a resolution, that the 
friends of the various routes of communication between the Mis- 
sissippi river and the Atlantic, be invited to procure surveys and 
estimates of the cost of the different works, and submit them to a 
committee of five engineers, to be appointed by the Convention. 

A Member. At whose expense ? 

The New Yoek Delegate. At their own expense. 

After some remarks and suggestions, the resolution was with- 
drawn, and thus the whole matter dropped. 

Mr. S. B. Ruggles, of New York, offered the following resolu- 
tion : 

RcJi-fii. Tl'.ni this CmiTimi.ioii is of opinion tout the i;irrc;^t'.;l siirjulu* io he 
given in iijrrioultiii'e imii cortLrneios by rl: evening the trausportrsiinii of Western 
products tiiruuyh the proposed lmI.ii-^o cuinl^, wi;l so fir immense r.lio foreign com- 
merce of (he country, tti.it ihc import tlmi-.-.a on the return Citrines will very far 
tra:c:i V:v i n u n.sc on the cost of tin: pruposud works, mid provide a. fund lories rapid 

In asking the attention of the Convention, for a few moments, 
to the subject of this resolution, Mr. Ruggles expressed his fears 
that it might possibly interfere with the rather singular desire of 
a portion of the audience to listen to political harangues on the 
rebellion and similar topics. He would only claim for the resolu- 
tion the comparative merit of being somewhat kindred to the 
objeets Joe which this Cana! Convention w:is asfiumbh;'.!, and would 
seek to enforce iLs passage only by a brief statement of a few 
simple facts. 

Much hal been said as to the merits and necessities of various 
channels of national intercommunication, having for their object 
the military defense of the country, and also the cheapening of 
the transit of food to the seaboard ; but, as yet, little or nothing, 



a by Google 



4fi 

as to their probable coat, or the means possessed by the nation for 
reimbursing it. 

He should not seek on this occasion to sum up the various ele- 
ments of national and fiscal strength to be called into being by 
the construction of tbc proposed works — and especially and mani- 
festly the creation and increase of large and populous, and pros- 
perous communities, rich in every species of property and busi- 
ness, and able to contribute liberally in taxes and imposts to the 
support of the Govemment, but confining himself within the 
narrowest bounds, he should seek to specify and put his finger 
precisely on the very moneys with which the nation could imme- 
diately pay for the proposed works, and which would be, more- 
over, furnished by the works themselves. 

For this purpose ho begged to repeat, and he stood ready to 
prove the truth of the proposition contained in the resolutions 
now under consideration, to wit: "that the import duties, to be 
paid into the national trensvry 'upon the return canjoen, pur- 
chased by the additional auiov.nl of food to be exported, will not 
only exceed, the interest on the cost of all the works needed to 
secure thai, increase^ but will provide a fund for its rapid rv- 



I know not, said Mr. Buggies, how to state this proposition 
more plainly or precisely, nor can I believe that there can be 
found in all this assemblage a single individual so dull or wo pre- 
judiced, as not to see and admit its truth. But if there be any 
such, let him now rise and show himself. Let him deny, if he 
can, or dare, that every thousand dollars' worth of food exported 
to Europe will there purchase its equivalent thousand dollars' 
worth of foreign products in exchange, and that this return cargo 
will pay into our national treasury, under tbc existing tariff, an 
average duly of at least thirty per cent... or three hundred dollars, 
and that, too, in gold. I pause, said Mr. Ruggles, for an answer. 
Does no one deny it ? Can no one deny it? In discharging the 
official duty committed to me by my Stale, I have repeatedly pro- 
pounded the same question, at Washington and elsewhere, to 
eminent legislators and slatesmen, and have earnestly besought an 
answer, as I do now and here, from you or any of you. I never 
yet found the man to deny the proposition. 

Some, it is true, seeking to evade its force, have skulked away, 
under the cry that the country was at war, and had no money but 
for war; that it really could not afford the means even to enrich 
itself — as if a period of war and lavish expenditure was not the 
very time and the very reason for replenishing, to the utmost, our 
wasting fiscal strength. As well might the farmer refuse to sow 
bis land or seek for a crop because one of his sons had gone to the 
war. Political philosophers have also been found SO deeply im- 
bued with the abstractions of the Southern school, just now a little 
out of vogue, as to deuv the constitutional authority of the Nation, 
thus to fill the national treasury and re-invigorate the national 
strength ; while others again, in a spirit of mean and narrow 
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seetionality, have thought it patriotic to excite local jealousies 
against the proposed highways for I lie national commerce, as tend- 
ing to lessen the value of existing channels in other localities, and 
have especially asserted the impiety of attempting to compete 
with the Mississippi as the stream specially designed for our in- 
ternal trade by (-led himself, lint, I repeat, not one of them has 
yet been found hardy enough to deny the simple fact., that every 
thousand dollars exported in food will virtually bring hack, di- 
rectly or indirectly, anmlier thousand dollars on which three hun- 
dred dollars of duty will be paid to the nation in gold. 

Fellow citizens of the fertile and mighty West! Need I say, 
for do you not already know, that it is you, and you only, who 
now fiscally support the Government of this American Union? 
For is it not you, and only you, who now practically furnish the 
products for export which bring back through the returning im- 
ports that golden stream of duties by which alone the public credit 
is now supported, in this hour of effort and struggle? The time 
was when the cotton of the South contributed largely to the work 
of filling the treasury. Its day has passed, at least for a season. 
Food has taken its place. Our foreign exports now consist almost 
exclusively of food, or its indirect product. It is true that the 
tables show a moderate export of the products of the forest, (but 
die largest portion even of that is furnished by the West,) and a 
considerable amount (about thirty millions) of the manufactures 
of the Eastern States, but the latter is only the reproduction in 
another form, of the food from the West, which feeds the manu- 
facturers, and without which not a water-wheel or a spinning 
jenny would move. In truth, American food has now become the 
very substratum, the vital, vivifying principle of Avjsuican COM- 
MERCE. The food of the vast interior, once derided as the dream 
of the enthusiast, no longer floats in the regions even of enlight- 
ened fiith or prophecy, but now stands before the world, erys- 
talizcd into a solid and unchangeable reality— an immense and 
unmistakable fact. It towers high, in plain sight, in the enormous 
masses of the cereals, and the product of animals fed by those 
cereals, now sent down to the ocean by the eight great Food-pro- 
ducing States, so richly clustered around the Lakes and the Upper 
Mississippi. 

My friends, every subject has its one great central, dominant 
idea— like gravitation in the solar system. The central truth in 
the vast subject now before us is this, that the gigantic masses of 
food, which are already radiating from this unrivalled group of 
States, are to feed not only all the Union around it, but a large 
portion of the world across the Atlantic. 

But let us, before proceeding to take in this whole idea, pause 
for a moment. Let us take in only a minor portion of the subject, 
and see by a few figures the influence which that minor portion 
alone already exerts on the fiscal condition of the nation. Last 
year otir, and your, good city of New York, (for it is quite as 
much yours as ours) sent to Europe fifty millions of your cereals 
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in grain. They purchased in return at least $50,000,000 worth of 
foreign merchandise, which merchandise paid in duties to our 
esteemed friend, Mr. Secretary Chase, at least fifteen millions of 
dollars in go!d. Let me ask, what would become of Mr. Chase 
without you of the West, who produce this grain, and us of the 
East, who carry it to the seaboard and thence across the ocean ? 
Without your broad and fertile fields, and our heavily laden 
emiah, railways and ships, his government would not be solvent a 
single day. It is you, and only you, the men of the Food-produc- 
ing West, that furnish "the stuff" to pay his debts. Fellow 
citizens, the time has come for you to take your own measure, and 
fully to claim your height to the last inch. But, in this vast audi- 
ence, is there one to be found with head or heart large enough, or 
with eye clear or strong enough to discern, to survey, or to com- 
prehend the whole marvellous future of your inevitable export of 
food ? Who would dare attempt it ? Why, last year, when you 
had only rudely scratched a few patches of the surface of your 
boundless prairies, you sent down through Lake Erie one hundred 
and eight millions of bushels of grain, to knock at the gates of 
the New York canals and nearly choke their channels ; and yet it 
was but little more than one-fifth of the 520,000,000 bushels, the 
actual product, for the year, of your teeming soil. 

But where shall we find an adequate measure, even for the 
scanty portion thus finding its way to the sea? Do you really 
know — are all of you fully aware — (and if you are not, you can 
ascertain the fact in five minutes by measuring a barrel) that these 
108,000,000 of bushels, placed in a line of barrels crosswise, would 
span the Atlantic and reach nearly to the confines of Asia? My 
friends, do not become prematurely excited, or wait at least until 
you find that your whole yearly product of 520,000,000 of bushels 
thus barreled up would encircle the globe. You will thus find 
somewhat of an adequate measure for your crop — somewhat of a 
proper yard-stick with which to march into the future. 

For who, in all this large assemblage, regards for a moment these 
520,000,000 bushels as the full measure, or even a tithe of your 
product, when the whole of your C60,000,000 acres shall he brought 
into full and careful cultivation? True, it already exceeds the 
whole cereal product of the British islands, and nearly approaches 
that of carefully cultivated and carefully governed France; but 
oan a man be found upon these magnificent Western waters small 
enough, or stupid enough to assert, that these eight great states have 
now reached their full maturity, have now got all their growth? 
What human being in his senses, not wholly idiotic, or utterly 
blinded by political bigotry, or lust of political power, could 
assert that this God-given, exuberant and all but virgin West 
has now reached its "culminating point"? For one, I stand 
awe-struck and amazed at the immeasurable prospect opening 
before us. I can see nothing smaller, nothing more diminutive, 
nothing less stupendous, than a yearly product of cereals, to 
be measured not, as now, by hundreds, but by thousands of million! 
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of bushels — a result so vast, so solemn, so fraught with consequences 
so momentous to our nation and to the world, that I can but bow 
with reverential gratitude I r: fore such a wonderful manifestation 
of the providence of our great Creator. Never before in human 
history did He lay out a garden so wi do- .-pre ad and fertile; never 
before did He provide a granary so magnificent for the use of man. 
For what was ancient Sicily, the "granary of Rome," or the 
fertile plains of the Po, or tlie exuberant valley of the Nile itself, 
compared with this our great continental garden, pouring forth 

; -early volumes of food so enormous and yet so inevitably, resist- 
essly increasing? In view of such a power to feed our race, 
who will venture to depict or limit the commercial and the politi- 
cal destiny of this utieqiialed portion of the earth ? Was it thus 
Specially endowed and set aside by the Great Architect of Is al.ions 
merely to feed the petty State of Illinois, great as it is, and large 
enough to hold a half dozen Sicilies ; or the still more petty State 
of New York, with all its golden gates of commerce; or rocky 
little New England, with its thousand and one " notions " on land, 
and its ever " victorious industry" both on land and sea; or even 
the whole majestic Union of these temporarily jarring American 
States, soon, I trust, to be happily pacified? 

No, my fellow countrymen, the manifest destiny and high office 
of this splendid granary, of which this Chicago of yours and of 
ours is the brilliant centre, stands out plain as the sun in heaven. 
It is unmistakably marked by the finger of God on these wide-spread 
lands and waters, that it is to be our special duty to feed not our- 
selves of this New World alone, but that venerable, moss-eovered 
fatherland — that old father world of ours across the ocean — as 
the pious Grecian daughter nourished her aged sire — to carry 
abundant food, and with it the means of higher civilization and 
refinement, and that too in the truest Christian spirit, to that over- 
crowded but under-fed En rope an Christendom to which we owe 
our common origin. Let us then come fully up to the measure of 
this world-wide idea. Let us, by cheapening the transit of food 
to our seaboard, prepare vigorously to carry out the predestined 
and providential arrangement of God himself to increase the 
happiness of man. 

And now, my esteemed friends, let us make a slight descent; 
let us talk a little about hogs, and the glorious West as a gigantic 
hog-pen. I must really beg you not to laugh, for I am profoundly 
serious, and do earnestly assure you that the hog is a very praise- 
worthy, interesting, and important animal. For how, let me beg 
to ask, could you possibly, without his benevolent and efficient aid 
and co-operation, bring down the whole of these five hundred 
millions of bushels of grain to the sea? How could such a mourn 
tain mass of cereals, and especially of Indian corn, ever be sold 
or disposed of? But, thanks to the ingenuity of man and the 
necessity of the case, the process- has been found. The crop is 
condensed and reduced in bulk by feeding it into an animal form 
more portable. The hog eats the corn, and Europe eats the hog, 
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Corn thus becomes incarnate ; for what is a hog but fifteen or 
twenty bushels of corn on four legs ? 

It is among the many providential features, of which this subject 
is full, that a striking re\ olution has taken place just within the 
last two troubled years, in the destiny of the American hog. By 
a new process of curing or preparation, brought in, as I am told, 
from England, the animal has suddenly become extensively 
marketable in Europe. 

Heretofore, the quadruped has passed after death into brine, 
obedient, perhaps, to the traditions of New England, where a 
pork-barrel in every family is a sacred institution. But Europe 
did not relish, and would not eat the hog in brine — so that a great 
hog-reformation is now in vigorous progress through these interior 
States, in packing the animal, not in brine, nor in a barrel, but in 
dry salt, in a light, cheap wooden box. In that shape Europe has 
recently consented largely to eat biro. But let ua ascertain 
precisely and statistically just how far the tickling the palate of 
the Old World has already advanced. In the year 1859, the 
exports of pork in the box (barbarously denominated " cut meats" 
in the official tables) were only nine millions of pounds. In round 
numbers they rose to twenty millions in 1860, to seventy millions 
in 1861, to one hundred and thirty millions in 1862, and during 
the present year, 1863, will probably very nearly ascend to three 
hundred millions of pounds. Inverting the calculation, and bring- 
ing the "cut meats" back to " hog" again, this export is equiva- 
lent to an army of one million and a half of these interesting 
animals, marching across the ocean. After this, will you, can you 
laugh at the hog? 

At any rate, you will consent to be more serious when you per- 
ceive the fiscal effects of such a swinish exodus on our national 
treasury. These three hundred millions of pounds are worth in 
Europe thirty millions of dollars, sending back imports, paying in 
duties nine millions of dollars in gold. 

Nor is this quite all. We have a littie more of " the whole 
hog " in a fiscal point of view. The skill of our artificers in pork 
expresses out the very quintessence of the creature into lard, an 
humble element, which has suddenly risen from its ancient culinary 
office of making cakes and greasing kitchen utensils, to the more 
exalted duty of illuminating houses, and oiling the millions of 
wheels of oul' locomotives, and other labor-saving machines. Not 
only has it literally smoothed our way to this very Convention, 
in this great hog-manufacturing city, but it is exerting its world- 
wide influence in relieving the whales within the Arctic and 
Antartic circles from the indefatigable pursuit of that same 
rock-bound, but vigorous New England. 

But to descend, or rather to ascend again into figures — the 
foreign export of lard has so kept pace with the hog in box, that 
New York during the present year will send out nearly one hun- 
dred and fifty millions of pounds— worth abroad at least fifteen 
millions of dollars — bringing back duty-paying imports, yielding 
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the further amount of four and a half millions of golil to the 
national treasury. Do you not see, my friends, how gallantly 
and patriotically, in Mr. Chase's great financial struggle, the hog 
has come to the rescue ? Respect him then, I beg, as your and 
our great co-operator and much esteemed associate in the great 
business of removing, in fact of "rooting out " every impedimenl 
to our internal commerce. 

But again— this most necessary f lti -"1 valuable process of trans- 
muting our vast and overwhelming supplies of Indian corn and 
other grains into animal tonus, holds true to a largo extent with 
the countless herds of horned cattle, so richly fed on our Western 
prairies, only to he hurried off to the great beef-eating cities and 
communities on the Allan tic. The ox, now on the dinner table in 
our great metropolis, was feeding but forty-eight hours before on 
the Mississippi; and thus equally with the hog plays his patriotic 
part in swelling the mighty stream of our domestic and foreign 
commerce. 

I might proceed yet further, and but for my dread of the dis- 
pleasure of our temperance friends, might trace our Indian corn 
onward and upward into its spiritualized condition, furnishing 
whisky and alcohol, by millions on millions of gallons, not only to 
our own thirsty countrymen, but largely to France, thence to be 
returned to us as genuine Cognac ; anoihor striking proof of the 
value of our corn, in animating and inspiriting our foreign com- 
merce ; but I will detain you no longer. 

My object in these remarks has only been to vindicate the fiscal 
truth stated in the resolution now before you. In so doing, I have 
mainly sought to exhibit the imperative and solemn obligation of 
our National Government, promptly to exert all its power to 
cheapen to the utmost, the transit, ot' this groat mass of agricul- 
tural wealth to the ocean. The necessity for thus invigorating our 
fiscal resources is bo plain and so transcendent, as to override all 
the prejudices and all the doubts of that pestilent school of politi- 
cal thinkers, who formerly exerted so pernicious an influence in 
our national councils. The only sensible question now is, can 
or cannot the nation afford thus to benefit its liseai condition ; thus 
to swell, and enrich its great streams of national commerce ; thus 
to reward and encourage the industry of the American people, 
and especially at a moment like the present, when the hand of 
taxation must necessarily and permanently he laid heavily upon 
them? Surely a paternal government, in imposing such a burthen, 
would do wisely in strengthening the ability of the people to 
bear it. 

The cost of all the works, for which the aid of the Government 
will probably be solicited by this Convention, will not exceed 
twenty-five millions, or thirty at the utmost, and even that is not 
asked, in money, but only in the six per cent bonds of the Govern- 
ment, payable in twenty years. 

The yearly interest even on thirty millions would bo hut 
$1,800,000; whereas, every $10,000,000, added to our agricultural 
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exports, will yearly yield in return duties $3,000,000, fully meeting 
the interest, and amply providing a fund for rapidly reimbursing 
the principal. But who, with the facts now before us, and the 
reason that God has given him, could think for a moment of limit- 
ing that increase to ten millions ? Rely upon it, that long before 
the twenty-year bonds shall fall due, the increase will far more 
probably exceed one hundred millions, if not a much larger amount. 
The Government bonds to be issued for the comparatively trifling 
sum required, will melt away like snow flakes before the rising 
sun, while the wonder-working channels of commerce and 
defense, fully paid for and exempt from debt or burthen, will 
remain, through the coming ages, to exert their beneficent and 
benignant power, ;iilv;meiiig and seen ring in constantly increasing 
measure, the prosperity, strength, and happiness of the American 
people. 

The resolution was adopted by the Convention by unanimous 
acclamation. 

Mr. Drake, of Missouri, offered the following resolution : 

&.>■■■>■.■'.■■■■/. Tim t the i.tiaiiks of tins Convention are due and are hercbv nvirtRrf-.l 
to the PrcHiilt'nr, for t.!n- utile, c!ii.ir , t;--mi- ; , and liijjiiiliu J maimer in which he has dis- 
charged the duties of the Chair. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 
The President then responded as follows : 

Gentlemen of the Convention: For this kind expression which 
you have seen tit to tender to me, I beg you will accept my undissem- 
bled and cordial thanks. In after times, whatever my lot in life, it 
wili be to me a pleasant reminiscence that I had the honor of meet- 
ing and presiding over so large, and so intelligent a Convention, 
representing the substantial business and commercial interests of 
the country, as has here assembled. I shall carry it with me as a 
proud recollection in after life. I beg you to believe that, in what- 
ever position I may be placed, however humble may be my acts, 
they will always be devoted to developing the resources of our 
mighty country, and advancing it in its material interests. You 
may leave New England out in the cold, if you please ; but, Sir, 
she has a warm and generous heart, which will beat responsive to 
the vast and majestic West. Nay, you may sever, if you will, all 
her water-communicatiims and Hit railroads; still, she will cling to 
the generous and patriotic West as she will cling to all the Union. 
Indeed, when I am here in your midst, I am absolutely puzzled to 
know how New England is to be separated from the West. The 
only complaint I have to make against so many of your good citi- 
zens here, is that they have deserted New England to come to you. 
They form a connection which nothing can sever. You are bone 
of our bone and flesh of our flesh. All that interests you interests 
us, and all your interests are ours — one interest and one destiny 
must alike await us. 
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Gentlemen, allow me to congratulate you upon the unity and 
harmony of your deliberations, which will exert a moral power 
throughout the country, and to wish you a safe and pleasant return 
to your homes and families. 

Mr, Riddle. I would ask whether the Business Committee has 
anything before it ? 

Mr. Walbridge. That Committee is exhausted. It has no 
business before it. 

Mr. Riddle. I would suggest, then, that the Committee of one 
from each State is the next thing in order. 

While the President was occupied in designating the Executive 
Committee, several distinguished delegates were called for, 

Gen. John Cochrane, of New York, was introduced as one who 
talked very well, but who fought better. 

Gen. Cochrane said that he would rather fight than talk. The 
little, therefore, which he would submit to them now would be 
more of the military, than of the civic cast. He congratulated the 
Convention and the country at the auspicinnH conclusion of these 
proceedings. The Convention had avoided the rock which threat- 
ened it with danger, and had laid a solid basis for a work of mili- 
tary defense, without regard to commercial advantages. Indeed, 
there were those, himself among them, who were in great doubt 
how to distinguish between military defense and commercial advant- 
ages. This Convention had adopted a platform which would be 
copied by future political parties in this country — the great platform 
of prosirees aiul of comnKTcia'i wealth. It was thai, which was to 
inspire them with vigor, to nourish the future gigantic growth of 
this great, country, and to leach this whole continent that it is ours 
beyond the possibility of doubt, ours by the nerve and strength of 
our good right hand, won from the soil by the muscle of our fathers, 
the sturdy yeomanry of the country. 

They had to teach the world this other fact, that in truth 

" Westward the Course of Empire takes its way ;" 

That it was located on these Western plains, here in this salu- 
brious climate, under these propitious skies, on this teeming 
earth. They stood here, as the great devotees and priests of 
that commerce, which was revolutionizing and impelling forward 
in its progress the destiny of this Western world. The Con- 
vention had done well. It had linked the fair East to the glow- 
ing West ; and they would behold, at no distant day, that Siamese 
ligament — the falls of Niagara — which should connect the East 
with her twin sister of the West 
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Gen. Wai.hbidge, of New York. I am requested by the Presi- 
dent to submit the following resolution : 

lics'Jiv;/, Tisiii rlie liberal-minded citizens of Chicago are entitled to the best 
thanks of the visitors to liie city, fur tin; rich and splendid provision made for the 
accommodation and entertainment of this Convention. 



The resolution was carried by acclamation. 

The President next, introduced Governor Washhukne, of Maine, 
who addressed the Convention. 

The North-east State had sent her representati ves here to take 
counsel with others in respect to the needs and rights of the "West, 
and she rejoiced to declare her earnest and unprompted recogni- 
tion of them all. Whatever else might be said of her, she was 
not mean nor narrow; but in her principles, feelings and instincts, 
was, as she had shown on many occasions, by her works rather 
than her words— for she was not cunning in phrases of sell'-eoin- 
mendation — broad and catholic. Upon questions of river and har- 
bor-improvement, and on other measures proposed in Congress 
for the advantage of the West, her votes had generally, if not 
always, been such as the West had given herself. To you, he 
said, she has given her hopes and good wishes, and thousands of 
her men and women, whose industry, enterprise, and intelligence, 
have neither been unnoticed nor uni'elt in the marvelous, conquests 
which you have made ; she bus given you patriotic men, like those 
you have heard from in this war, whether led by her own Berrys, 
Howards and Jamesons in the East, or by the Grants, Rose- 
cranses, and others of the West, whose deeds belong to history, 
and whose names are written on the red-leaved tablets of the heart, 
ineffac cable forever. 

Look, Mr. President, at the map of the United States, and you 
will observe that Maine has two hundred and fifty miles of direct 
sea-frontage ; and, following the line of bays, harbors, creeks and 
inlets, that her shores are washed by tide waters to the extent of 
more than three thousand miles. She has more deep, safe, capa- 
cious and accessible harbors than arc to be found from the Dela- 
ware to the Del Norte. More than half her population live within 
an hour's ride of navigable waters; and so you will not be sur- 
prised that she builds ships and sails them — that her men, as sailors, 
masters, merchants, go everywhere. There is not an island in the 
farthest sea but has been visited by the sons of Maine. Could 
sueh a people be narrow or illiberal? Could they, with their 
experience^ help seeing that a broad and generous policy was the 
wisest? Could the "Snn-riso State," with its facilities for com- 
merce, its healthy climate, and manufacturing capabilities, doubt 
that whatever benefited the West, would help her? Nothing 
could be done legitimately to promote the welfare of the West, 
that would not be of ultimate advantage to New England and the 
entire East. 
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He said there were certain things to which the "West was pre- 
eminently adapted, and to which it would be most profitable to 
confine herself, not altogether, but in the main. She could not 
afford to be a common carrier or a manufacturer ; she could do 
better as an agriculturist. To her was granted the peculiar favor 
of filling the most honorable occupation among men, — not that 
hers would be an exclusively agricultural people, for they would 
not ; they would be more or less engaged in manufactures and com- 
merce, also; but their leading, characteristic employment would 
be agriculture. The East, with its less fertile soil, could not com- 
pete with the West in the products of the field, and while to some 
extent her people would be farmers, that would not be their chief 
business. They could not compete with the possessors of the fat 
acres of the West, and so would, of necessity, engage in other 
employments. Their soil, climate and place on the continent, had 
appointed them the carriers and manufacturers of the country, not 
exclusively indeed, but more than any other section. And was it 
not for the advantage of the East that she should be the carrier 
and manufacturer for fifty millions of people in the West, instead 
often? That her trade would be increased five-fold, and with this, 
her population and wealth? Nothing, he would repeat, could be 
done to help the West, that was not, also, for t lie advantage of the 
East. Enlarge the canal-communications from the Mississippi to 
the Atlantic, as you propose, and the expense of transportation of 
a barrel of flour, a bushel of corn, or box of pork, would be 
reduced to one-half the present cost. The Western producer 
would undoubtedly be benefited more than any other class, but 
the Eastern consumer would also be benefited — lie would not pur- 
chase a barrel of flour without realizing a direct advantage, — but 
the increased trade and expanded markets, which these facilities 
postulate, make him even more interested in their completion, than 
does the simple fact of the reduced cost of the Western staples of 
which he is so large a purchaser. The nearer production and con- 
sumption — agriculture and commerce — are brought to each other, 
the hotter for both. 

Man's business is not merely to appropriate what nature has 
provided, but to work with nature, and, by such co-operation, to 
develop the resources and increase the material wealth of a coun- 
try. The outlets of the West are South and East; and nature has 
not more distinctly marked the channel of the Mississippi for one 
of them than she has indicated another, or others, towards the 
East. The relative position of the continents, the oceans, winds, 
currents, climate, population, have an important influence in 
cbauui-ling (he courses of trade; and they have determined that 
the great volume of Western commerce shall flow Eastward. Na- 
ture is the true economist She wastes no power; and so when 
she opened the highway of the Mississippi from the far North to 
the Gulf of Mexico, she declared that it was a natural and con- 
venient channel of trade and intercourse; but not absolutely indis- 
pensable, not so necessary, that the enterprise and capital of men 
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would be certain to supplement what she had left unfinished: 
and, when the way by the lakes and rivers to the Atlantic was but 
half opened, she knew that its completion was eo important, so 
imperiously demanded by the necessities of both East and West, 
that the work might be safely left to be disposed of by human 
skill and power. 

It has been suggested that the present is an inauspicious time 
for this enterprise. I cannot think so : on the other hand, I regard 
it as the appointed and accepted time for this grand national work. 
In a higher and deeper sense than men have generally seen, this 
civil war is a war for the sake of the Union. The rebellion for the 
destruction of the Union was needed, perhaps, to make it eternal — 
the union of Kast mid West, as well as of North and South. It has 
secured already a Pacific railroad, which, without it, might have 
been*delayed until a commercial, if not a political, disunion should 
have been accomplished. It has summoned this noble Convention, 
whoso united voice to-day, representing every loyal State from 
Kentucky to Maine, has settled the question of a ship-canal from 
the Mississippi to the Atlantic; indeed, has worked a power that 
directed in one effort, shall cleave the solid earth from the Great 
River to the Lakes, and from the Lakes to the Ocean ! Be sure, 
the contract, implied if not expressed, when the rebellion was 
commenced, will not be fully executed until all obstacles in the 
way of a 'more perfect union ' shall have been overcome, until all 
sections shall be united in indissoluble bonds, social, political and 
commercial. 

Tell me not that the country is engaged in a gigantic civil war, 
and has neither time nor means to do more than save the Union of 
North and South. We have the means and power for what is 
demanded; more power for the accomplishment of all things 
required for the security of the national life than for a part of 
them. In a war for the Union, let us provide against the contin- 
gency of future wars for the Union, and for adequate defenses 
against foreign powers. Now, if ever, we should prepare to defend 
the Lakes of the West, and the country wherever exposed; and 
he would say that some of the defenses of the West and of the 
country, most practicable and indispensable, will be required upon 
that wedge separating the upper and lower British Provinces, 
known as the State of Maine. The West will not wait to be 
defended only at the gates of Detroit anil Chicago. No, the means 
and the opportunity for these great works of commercial, political, 
and military necessity, are not wanting. So far, we have carried 
on the war almost without an effort, with one baud only; nay, 
with not so much as that ; we have not employed as yet even the 
little finger of our power. See how the country has been going 
on all this time — planting, harvesting, ship-building, manufacturing, 
trading, building cities like this modern wonder of yours, the 
Queen of the Prairie and the Lakes, as in times of profound peace 
and high material prosperity. A gentleman told us this morning 
that the country was " staggering " under the weight of the rebel- 
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lion. Do all these badges of prosperity, these signs of unexhausted 
and almost untouched power, indicate anything of the kind? 
Staggering! The granite peak of Katahdin shall sooner move from 
its everlasting foundation, tlnm this nation, this mighty, free people, 
stagger beneath the blows of a slaveholders' rebellion ! Not only 
does the nation not stagger in the war, but its vast means, and the 
intelligent patriotism and unconquerable devotion of the people, 
should assure us that it will be ended with no material diminution 
of its strength and resources. It is weak and impious to suggest 
doubts of the result. Shall it be acknowledged that the great 
"Republic is a failure, and now to pass away? Shall we flout God's 
providence, which has written cm so many pages its necessity, and 
grandeur, and beneficence ? Shall we not believe that it is to be 
saved, when we feel that it ought to be ? When we see that civili- 
zation needs it, that both hemispheres need it, that the humbling 
of the world's despotisms and the consecrated revenges of Freedom 
need it? Shall we forget the circumstances of its history — the 
discovery of the continent, the settlement of North America, the 
marvellous growth of the United States? Shall we believe that 
the War of Independence was in fact a step backward, and its 
final cause the disappointment of the friends of liberty? — that 
God's gift of Washington was in vain? — that that miracle of 
human wisdom, as it bas appeared to us, the Constitution of 
the United States, was but a wretched mockery ? — that this upris- 
ing of slavery (the chief if not the only enemy of the Government) 
against itself, is of no significance? — that all the signs of promise, 
and all the hopes for man in the New World, are barren and fruit- 
less ? Oh, no ! rather let us accept as prophetic the words of the 
good Bishop Berkeley, just quoted by my friend from New York 
(Gen. Cochkane) : 

" Westward the Course of Empire taies its way — 
Tin 1 first four acts already past; 
A fifth shall close the drama wiih the day ; 

Times united offspring U the last." 

Mr. Walbridge introduced a series of patriotic resolutions, 
which, not coming within the purview of the resolutions adopted 
by the Convention relating to business, are omitted. 

The President announced the following as members of the 
Executive Committee : 

Illinois, Mr. I. N. Arnold. 

Indiana, " Geo. W. Julian. 

" Samuel L. Casey. 
" Henry L. Dawes. 
Maine, " T. C. Hersey. 

New Hampshire, " Thos. M. Edwards. 
Vermont, " Justin L. Morrill. 
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MU'hi'/an, 


Mr. D. Stewart. 


Rhode Island, 


" R. J. Arnold. 


Connecticut, 


" C.Day. 


Missouri, 


" T. J. Homer. 


Ohio, 


" P. Chamberlain. 


Iowa, 


" R. P. Hill. 


New Jersey, 


" Ezra Nye. 


New York, 


" A. A. Low. 


Minnesota, 


" Robert Blakeley. 


h'uns'.ts, 


" D. R. Antbony. 


Wisconsin, 


" James T. Lewis. 


California, 


" J. A. McDougall. 



Mr. Kikg, of New York. I move that the Convention now 
adjourn sine die. 

The motion was carried, and the President declared the National 
Convention adjourned sine die. 



a by Google 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 



Pnrsnant to previous notice, the Committee appointed to memo- 
rialize the President and Congress, met at the St. Nicholas, New 
York, July 2, at 12 o'clock m., when Mr. Abnold, as temporary 
Chairman, called the Committee to order. 
Present, Mr. Arnold, of Illinois. 

" Edwards, of New Hampshire. 
" Hersey, of Maine. 
" Low, of New York. 
" Nye, of New Jersey. 
" Hill, of Iowa. 
" Chamberlain, of Ohio. 
On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, it was voted, that a President 
and Vice President be appointed, — and Mr. Arnold and Mr. Low 
were respectively selected. 

On motion of Mr. Low, of New York, Mr. Foster, of Illinois, 
i as Secretary. 



Mr. Hill, of Iowa, moved that a sub-eommittee of three be 
fifiyiomU'il to draft a memorial, to which Mr. Chamberlain offered 
an amendment, which was accepted by the mover, that the Presi- 
dent and Vice President be added to the Committee. The motion 
was carried, with the additional amendment that the Committee 
be appointed by the Chair. 

Mr. Edwakds submitted the following resolution : 

Ufttilivd, That, an e:i!ni-pr-jni?r:t. of the oliinnds of water -communication be- 
tween the West and tin: East, necessary to the protection of the commerce of 
the Lakes, and the cities and village? oo I heir bonier?, is no less important to the 
business interests of the I" as;. 'L;i;i to tWe of the West ; am: th.it the East, by the 
almost undivided 1 otes- of i;s ilelei:il.ii';i J i:i (^iiigre.-r., has pleii.-.ni it-elf to co-ope- 
rate in securing t.be Hid of the General (.fovernment to any piamer measures for 
the accomplishment of this great national object. 

Which, after some discussion, was unanimously adopted. 
Mr. Hill moved that two additional names bo added to the 
Committee on the Memorial, which was carried, 
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The Chair then announced the following as the Committee : 



Mr. I. N. Arnold) ex effi 

" A. A. Low, 

" R. P. Hill, 

" H. L. Dawes, 

" T. J. Homer, 

" P. Chamberlain, 

" Thos. M. Edwards, 



, Chicago, Illinois. 
New York city. 
Davenport, Iowa. 
North Adams, Massachusetts. 
St. Louis, Missouri. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
Keene, New Hampshire. 



On motion of Mr. Low, it was voted, that when this Committee 
adjourn, they adjourn to meet at the call of the Sub- Committee. 
Mr. Low submitted the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That said Sub- Commit tee be authorized to invite from Boards of Trade, 
(jliiLmbura of Commerce, and other public bodies interested in the enlargement of 
t:n; existing lines of communication between the East and the West, and in any 
addition thereto, sutii iciformut.iuu he may bear upon the contemplated work of 
intercommunication, whether of a military or commercial character. 

The Committee then adjourned, subject to the call of the Presi- 
dent. 
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[A.] 

NECESSITY OF A SHIP-CANAL BETWEEN THE 
EAST AND WEST. 



"The Congress plinli have |«j«cr to levy tasrs, duties, imposts and e: 
provide fop the COMMON DEFENSE, and promote the GENERAL WELFARE 
of the United States." — Constitution. 

The Commiltee-, appointed to collect xt<i titties as to the, importance 
of uniting the waters of the Mississippi with those of the Atlantic 
by a Ship- Canal, have discharged the dudes imposed upon them, 
and submit the following 

REPORT. 

Two schemes for the accomplishment of this object have been 
brought prominently before the country, anil failed, only by a few 
votes, to receive the sanction of the Thirty-Seventh Congress. 

1. To make a slack-water navigation of the Illinois and Des 
Plaines rivers, and to enlarge the present Illinois and Michigan 
canal to such dimensions as shall admit of the passage of gun- 
boats, and of t.lu.' lanresl cluss of _\1 ississippi steamers, to the Lakes. 

2. To enlarge the locks of the Erie and Oswego canals of New 
York, to such dimensions as shall pass an iron-clad gun-boat 25 
feet wide and 200 feet long, and drawing not less than 6 feet and 
6 inches water. 

The cost of construction of the first will be about 113,500,000, 
and that of the second, $3,500,000; — detailed estimates of which 
will be presented to the Convention. 

In devising an extensive system of internal communication, it is 
of the highest importance to inquire into the resources of the 
region which it shall traverse ; its topography, soil and climate; its 
population, products of industry and internal commerce ; and its 
past and prospective growth ; — all are elements to be taken into 
consideration to enable us to form an intelligible opinion as to the 
necessity of executing such works, and the scale of magnitude on 
which they should be projected. 
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PHYSICAL CHARACTER OF THE 

The Valley of the Mississippi, bounded on the one hand by the 
Rocky mountains, and on the other by the Alleghanies, embraces 
a drainage area of 1,244,000 square miles, which is more than 
one-half of the entire area of the United States. The Upper 
Mississippi Valley is composed of three subordinate basins, whose 
respective dimensions are as follows: 

The Ohio basin. . 

The Upper lti-sis;iij[ji. . 

The Mist 

Making a total of 901,000 " 

Its navigable rivers are as follows : 

Mi-souri, to near the Great Fall* 3,150 

Missouri, above Great Falls to Three Forks 180 

Osage, to Osceola 200 



Kama; 



Yello*-stone 800 

U [>l>!r Mississippi, to St. Paul Bag 

St. Anthony, to Sauk Rapids 80 

Above Little Falls, to Pokegima Fails 2oO 

Minnesota, to Patterson's Rapids 295 

St. Croix, to St. Croix Falls GO 

Illinois, to La Salle 220 

Ohio, to Pittsburgh 975 

Monnngahela, to Geneva (sluek- water, 4 locks,) 91 

Muskingum, to Dresden " 8 " 100 

Green River, to Bowling Green " 5 " 186 

Kentucky, to Brooklyn " B " 117 

Kanawha, to Gauley Bridge 100 

Wabash, to Lafayette 335 

Salt, to Shepherdsville 30 

Sandy, to Louisa 25 

Tennessee, to Muscle Shoals 600 

Cumberland, to Burkestille 370 



Total n 






fc.:."i7 



It would thus appear that the internal navigation of the Upper 
■pi Valley is about 9-000 miles in extent; but, during 
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r months, even through the main channels, it becomes 
precarious, and at times is practically suspended. 

The Mississippi Valley, viewed as a whole, may be regarded as 
one great plain between two diverging coast ranges, elevated from 
400 to 800 feet above the sea. St. Paul, the head of the navigation 
of the Mississippi, is 800 feet above the ocean ; Pittsburgh, at the 
junction of the Monongahela and Alleghany, forming the Ohio, 
699 feet; Lake Superior on the north, 600 feet; but the water- shed 
on the west, at South Pass, rises to nearly 7,500 feet 

It is traversed by no mountain ian;n.>?, but the surfiee swells into 
hills and ridges, and is diversified by forest and prairie. Leaving 
out the sterile portions west of the Missouri, the soil is almost 
uniformly fertile, easily cultivated, and yields an abundant return. 
The climate is healthy ami invigorating, ami altogether the region 
is the most attractive for immigration of any portion of the earth. 



l'Ul'KlCAL CHARACTER OF THE ST. LAWRENCE. 

The sources of the Mississippi on the east interlock with those 
of the St. Lawrence, which, with its associated lakes and rivers, 
presents a system of water- com vnuoication of nearly equal extent 
and grandeur. 

1 THE FIVE GREAT AMERICAN LAKES. 



»- 


t;r 


« re* Its' 


J5S. 


,„ir.'i. 




355 
265 
210 
210 
160 


160 


600 
616 
674 
660 
235 
















rio 
















90,300 



The entire area drained by these lakes is estimated at 335,615 
square miles, and their shore lines are nearly 5,000 miles in extent, 
while those of the Atlantic are but 3,500. 

These rivers are as diverse in character as in direction. The 
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i the longer, but the St. Lawrence discharges the 
greater volume of water ; the one abounds in difficult rapids, the 
other in stupendous cataracts; the one is subject to great fluctua- 
tions, the other preserves an almost unvarying level ; the waters 
of the one are turbid, those of the other possess an almost crystal 
purity; the one aflbrds few lake-like expansions, the other swells 
into vast inland seas. Both have become the great highways of 
commerce, enriching the regions through which they flow, and 
supplying the inhabitants with the varied products of distant 
climes. {Foster and Whitney's Report on Lake Superior.) 

The commerce of these Lakes, whose annual value Teaches 
1450,000,000— more than twice the external commerce of the whole 
country — is carried on by a fleet of 1,643 vessels, of the following 
classes : — 

Steamers 143 63,622 $2,190,300 

Propellers 254 70,263 8,673,300 



Schooners 1,068 227,831 5,955,550 

Sloops 16 667 12,770 

Barges 3 3,7 1 9 17 ,000 

Totals 1,643 413,026 ^13,267,020 

The following are the distances of some of the commercial 
routes, taking Chicago as the initial point : 

-Chicago to Fond da Lac Superior 900 miles. 

" " Georgian Baj 660 " 

" " Buffalo 950 " 

" " Gulf of St. Lawrence 1,950 " 

The first eolony of English extraction, planted in the territory 
of the Upper Mississippi, was in 1788 — just seventy-five years 
ago— at Marietta, within the present limits of Ohio. This was the 
origin of that spirit of colonization, which, within the lifetime of 
many living men, has peopled this region with nine millions of 
human beings ; has subdued and brought under cultivation, an 
area greater than that of all the cultivated lands of the British 
Empire; has connected the principal commercial points with a 
net-work of railways more than eleven thousand miles in extent ; 
and has built up a domestic industry, the value of whose annual 
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product is in excess of three hundred and fifty millions of dollars. 
Out of this territory have been carved not less than nine States, 
which are indissolubly linked together by a similarity of conditions 
in Boil and climate, and by the geographical features of the country. 
They have already received the appellation of the "Food- 
producing" States; — an appellation which they are destined to 
retain for all time. 

The rivers and the lakes, which water this region, offer the most 
magnificent system of internal communication to be found on the 
surface of the earth. No mountain barriers interpose to divide the 
people into hostile clans, or divert the great currents of trade in 
their flow to the markets of the world. With a soil sufficiently 
rich in organic matter for fifty successive crops; with almost bound- 
less fields of coal, stored away for future use ; with vast deposits 
of the useful ores, and the precious metals, on the rim of the great 
basin ; and with a climate most favorable to the development of 
human energy ; it is impossible for the mind, even in its most daring 
speculations, to assign limits to the growth of the North- West. 
When all of these elements of wealth, now in a crude state, shall 
have been fully developed, there will be an exhibition of human 
power and greatness such as no other people ever attained. 

The subjoined table (A.), compiled from the Census returns of 
the United States, exhibits the progress of population, as well as 
of cultivation in these States, from 1800 to 1860; and it will be 
perceived that, during this period, in both these respects, the 
increase Isiis been eiudi decade about two-fold. 

The appended table (B.), also compiled from the Census 
returns, shows that the increase in agricultural products and in 
domestic animals, has been in about the same proportions. Com- 
paring the whole superficial contents of these Slates with the 
portions cultivated, it will be seen that only about 15| per cent 
of the surface has been subdued; and, if population and cultiva- 
tion increase in the same ratio in the future, as they have in the past, 
before the lapse of another decade there will be collected tmnnally, 
on the borders of the Great Lakes, more than 200,000,000 bushels 
of cereals for exportation, giving employment to a fleet of more 
than 3,000 vessels, and requiring avenues of more than twice the 
capacity of existing ones. 
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TO 

Here is a gross sum of more than 550,000,000 bushels of cereals, 
the product of the eight Food -producing States for the year 1853, 
based on a crop which was nearly one-third deficient, as contrasted 
with those of 1860 and 1861. 

To convey an adequate idea of the motive power required to 
distribute this prodigious mass, in its crude state, it may be stated 
that it would employ more than 64,400 locomotives, each hauling 
8,500 bushels ; and, if required to deposit their freight at a given 
depot, a train must arrive oftener than once in seven minutes, by 
day and by night, throughout every working day of the year, 

After feeding the existing population of those States, there 
remains a surplus of more than 500,000,000 of bushels, to be used 
as seed for future crops, as food for the domestic animals, and for 
exportation, either in a crude state, or in a concentrated form, as 
beef, pork, lard, oil, whisky, etc., etc. 

As an evidence of the increase of agricultural products since 
1859, consequent on improved crops, and an enlarged area of cul- 
tivation, your Committee would direct attention to the provision- 
trade of Chicago for the last four years. 



ARTICLES. 


1859. 


1860. 


1861. 


181}%. 






713,848 

14,4'.i7,0S3 
ln,2fi2.SiH 

318^76 
611,619 
893,864 
177,101 






Corn, " 

Eve, " 

Barley, " 


8,060 
5,401 
1,751 
231 
653 

ail 


166 

T,0 

614 
696 

'2114 


1 7 . -■"> 3 f5 

2,067 
490 
457 


y.Yl 

'AS 
iftlt 

,«)3 


13,918,116 
29,514.328 
4,688,122 
1,036,825 
872,053 



















Thus, the increase in cereals has been 196 per cent.; in hogs, 
400 per cent.; and in cattle, 87 per cent, 

Results t'i'jually marked arc shown by the returns of the other 
lake-ports. 

BLOCKADE OP THE MISSISSIPPI. 

It may be said that this is the result of the blockade of the Mis- 
sissippi, and that, so soon as that blockade is raised, a considerable 
portion of these products will seek an outlet through that channel. 
This is a mistaken idea, which a brief reference to the statistics of 
trade will entirely dispel 
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The Committee of the Chicago Board of Trade, in a recent 
report, say : 

" In the early settlement of the West, the Mississippi was the only outlet for the 
products of the country ; but the opening of the New York and Canadian canals, 
and of not less than five trunk railways between the East and West, has rendered 
the free navigation of the Mississippi a. matter of secondary importance. 

" The heated waters of a tropical sea, destructive to most of our articles of 
export ; a malarious climate, shunned by every Northerner for at least one-half of 
the year; and a detour in the voyage of over 3,000 miles in a direct line to the 
markets of the world; — these considerations !);m: hem puffiricntly powerful to 
divert l';e great flow of animal and vegetable food from the South to the East. Up 
to 1860, the West found a local market for an inconsiderable portion of her 
bread-stuffs and provisions in the South ; but, after supplying this local demand, 
the amount which was exported from New Orleans was insignificant, hardly 
exceeding two millions of dollars per annum." 

The annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury, for the year 
ending August 31, 1860, shows the amount of bread-stuffs and pro- 
visions exported to foreign countries from New Orleans and New 
York respectively, as follows : 

New Orleans. New York. 

Wheat, bushels 2,189 1,880,908 

WheatFlour, barrels 80,641 1,187,200 

Indian Corn, bushels 224,382 1,580,014 

fndianMeal, barrels IBS 86,073 

Pork, barrels 4,S50 109,879 

Hams and Bacon, pounds 890,230 ] 6,161,749 

The total receipts of gram of all kinds, at that port, in no single 
year exceeded 14,500,000 bushels, either for exportation or con- 
sumption in the interior, which are about the receipts at Milwau- 
kee, or Toledo. In 1859-60, the receipts were as follows : 

FLOUR. WHEAT, CORN. OATS. 

966.860 839,348 1,122,637 659,650 

These facts show conclusively that, with the navigation of the 
Mississippi unobstructed, the great mass of Western exports would 
flow through other channels. 

PRODUCT OF BREAD-STUFFS FOR EXPORTATION. 

The amount of cereals, which, in 1862, Bowed out of the Upper 
Mississippi Valley and the region of the Lakes, en route for the 
sea-board, was, according to the Buffalo Trade Report, 136,329,542 
bushels, which were respectively forwarded from the following 
points: 
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE SHIPMENT OP CEREALS FOR ISM. 



FLOUR. WHEAT, 



W. Terminus B. & 0. R. E * . . . 
" Pennsylvania Central 

Dunkirk 

Suspension Bridge* 

Buffalo 

Oswego 

Cape Vincent 

Ogdensburg 

Montreal 

Rochester* 

Grand Total, (Flour redi 



,:i59,Bi(i rn-.i,B95,iao :iJ,!ii 
d to bushels) 



lu.Sll/'iiit 
13o,S29,642 



SHIPMENTS OF CEREALS PROM F0DK LAKE-PORTS, IN IS 



— 


™r 


WHEAT. 


CORN. 


OTHER 
GRAIN, 




1,189,849 
111,405 

l,2fi 1,291 
998,535 


18,808,896 

14,!>lf),t!Si."i 
9.V!H,4'.H 
3.273,0:iLi 


29,452,610 

9,489 

3,781,684 

310,618 














122,109 




ToTAlS 


4,711,080 


41,317,102 


S3,S54,351 


4 888 158 







o Total, (Flour reduced to bushels) lto.Kl 5,-J 1 1 



The mining population of Lake Superior absorb not less than 
150,000 bushels of cereals, which do not appear in the above 
tables, and which will account for the discrepancies between the 
amounts shipped from I tie initial points, and the amounts fovvvrn-i led 
from the secondary points. These tables are illustrative, as showing 
that, in this great grain-movement, the four lake-ports furnish more 
than fifty per cent, of all the flour, more than eighty per cent, of 
all the wheat, and more than seventy-five per cent, of the cereals 
of all kinds ; while Chicago and Toledo together furnish more 
corn than finds its way eastward through all these avenues, and 
Chicago alone contributes more than forty per cent, of the whole 
gross product. 
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These statistics show to what gigantic proportions the grain-trade 
of the North-West — the growth of less than a quarter of a century — 
has attained. The first shipment of grain from Chicago was made 
by one of this Committee in 1838 ; but the earliest bill of lading 
preserved bears date Oct. 8, 1839, and calls for 1,678 bushels of 
wheat, to be delivered at Black Rock. 

PRO YISION-TBAD E. 

The provision -trade has assumed dimensions equally important. 
The following returns of the pork-packing in the North-West are 
taken from the Cincinnati Price Current, showing the number of 
hogs slaughtered, as well as forwarded: 

lBfll-2. 1862-3. 

Ohio 791,099 981,683 



Iowa 205, 188 408,899 

Missouri 188,766 284,01 1 

Wisconsin 100,566 196,745 

Totals 2,566,788 3,938,700 

Excess over preceding year 871,912 

Aggregate weight in lbs. 606,788,684 864,697,900 

The number of hogs forwarded by the 

New York and Erie Railroad 124,792 136,007 

Pennsylvania Railroad 205,103 171,490 

329,876 807,503 

No returns of the number sent through Canada, or delivered at 
Buffalo, have as yet been received. 

The Committee have not complete returns of the extent of 
beef-packing in the North-West. The shipments of cattle through 
one avenue alone — Detroit — amounted last year to 75,964. 



But the great crop of the North-West is that of maize, or Indian 
corn, the yearly product of which is now not less than 500,000,000 
bushels. It is easily cultivated, and yields an almost unfailing 
return. It is the cheapest food for domestic animals, and in a 
concentrated form, like beef, pork, lard, alcohol, and whisky, will 
bear transportation to every quarter of the world. In a crude 
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state, it ia a commodity so bulky and perishable that, loaded with 
the existing rates of transportation, the prairie farmer often finds 
it more profitable to consume it for fuel than to ship it to the sea- 
board. That which is retailed to the New England operative at 
60 cents per bushel, nets to him less than 9 cents — the difference 
being used up in freights and commissions. The consequence is, 
that only about five per cent, of this cereal, in its crude state, 
reaches the sea- board. 

Estimating the future by the past, it is impossible to :issip;n 
limits to the productive power of the North-West. That power 
will keep pace with the world's demand for cheap bread — a demand 
always craving but never satisfied. Hostile legislation may under- 
take to confine its passage to particular channels, and interested 
parties to levy extortionate charges on its transit; but the recip- 
rocal interest of producer and consumer will be sufficiently powerful 
to sweep away all such obstacles. The universal sentiment of 
mankind, as well as the dictates of a sound political economy, 
demands that products of such vital necessity to the race shall be 
incumbered with the least possible restraints. 



MINERAL EKSOUKCES — LAKE BUP.HU10R MINING TIM^ION. 

Prior to 1845, Lake Superior was regarded almost as a mare 
clausum; — one or two vessels in the employment of the British 
and American Fur Companies being the only ones whose canvas 
whitened those magnificent waters. The trade of that region, now 
estimated at $22,000,000 per annum, requires about 200 vessels for 
its transaction. 

The copper-mining of this region has become one of the great 
industrial interests of the country, giving employment to probably 
10,000 miners, and yielding an annual product which goes far to 
supply the wants for home consumption. The native metal — for 
under this form it is almost exclusively found — yields a copper- 
sheathing, which, for purity and tenacity, is far superior to any 
foreign product. 

The cupriferous belt extends, on the southern shore of that lake, 
from the head of Keweenaw Point to beyond the Ontonagon-— the 
productive portion being about 100 miles in length, and from 2 to 
10 miles in width. 

The following statement shows the annual yield, in tons, of the 
mines, from the commencement of mining operations up to the 
present year : 
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Shipments in 1845. 







1S49 


750 














1864 








6 159 




5 886 




fi 041 






10 337 







IRON OHES. 

The ores occur in mountain masses, 'sufficient to furnish an 
unlimited quantity of the purest iron for all time. They occupy a 
belt from six to twenty-five miles wide, and extend from about the 
parallel of Chocolate river 150 miles west, into Wisconsin. 
The nearest point at which these ores approach Lake Superior 
is south of Marquette, distant twelve miles. A railroad lias been 
constructed sixteen miles in length, so as to intersect three of these 
great deposits, and the amount of ore brought down each year is 
largely on the increase, as is shown in the following returns from 
the Marquette Journal, of January 16, 1863 : 



41,286 42,6% 

.... 12,919 7,311 
42,767 35,244 

it shipped to date 414,091 
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These ores are the peroxide, or specular variety, often nearly 
chemically pare, bat generally contain a small quantity of sili- 
cious matter. There is hardly a trace of sulphur, phosphorus, 
or titanic acid, and the product is a fine, tough, fibrous iron. No 
mining is required, for the ores lying in great knobs, or ledges, are 
worked in an open quarry. These ores are in great demand in 
western Pennsylvania and northern Ohio, where they are mixed 
with the carbonates of the Coal Measures, by which combination 
the quality of the iron is vastly improved. 

There is no portion of the North- West which will be more bene- 
fited by an ample water- communication, than the Iron Region of 
Lake Superior. With cheap freights, these ores can be sent to the 
sea-board, or wherever cheap fuel obtains. Aa they yield over 50 
per cent of pure iron in the working, they will bear a long trans- 
portation, A railway is about to be constructed, uniting the bead 
of Bay du Noquet of Lake Michigan, with the mouth of Choco- 
late river of Lake Superior, the distance being 46| miles. This is 
an important link in internal communication ; first, as affording an 
additional outlet for these ores ; second, as shortening the voyage 
to Lake Superior live or six days, and avoiding thr dill'ieult naviga- 
tion of the St. Mary's river ; third, as protracting the water- 
communication each season with that region at least six weeks; and 
fourth, as enabling us to preserve an uninterrupted intercourse 
with that region, in the event of a war with Great Britain, 



Within the last few years a valuable salt-basin has been devel- 
oped in the region of Saginaw Valley, in the Lower Peninsula of 
Michigan, which is estimated to be 17,000 square miles in extent. 
The product in 1862 had reached 1,270,000 bushels — the result of 
twenty-two wells — and the number has now reached about one 
hundred, whose product for the present year is estimated at 
4,000,000 bushels, which will find its principal market in the 
Western States. The 'product of the Onondaga Salt Springs, 
which last year reached 9,054,000 bushels, has heretofore been 
largely absorbed by the North- West, having been used in Nashville 
and even Leavenworth ; while not less than 1,360,000 bushels were 
Bhipped to Chicago and Milwaukee. 
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GOLD DEPOSITS OF TUB ROCKY MOUNTAINS. 

Recent geological explorations would seem to indicate that the 
Rocky mountains are auriferous throughout their entire range in 
the United States, from Mexico on the south, to the British Pos- 
sessions on the north, extending from latitude 31" 30' south, to 48° 
north, and from longitude 102° to the Pacific coast, embracing 
portions of Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado, all of New Mexico, with 
Arizona, Utah, Nevada, California, Oregon, and Washington Ter- 
ritories. The region comprises, according to the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, seventeen degrees of latitude, or a 
breadth of 1,100 miles, from north to south, and is of nearly equal 
longitudinal extension, making an area of more than 1,000,000 
square miles. It is traversed from north to south, first on the 
Pacific side by the Sierra Nevada and the Cascade mountains, then 
by the Blue and Humboldt mountains, Wasatch, the Wind River 
chain, and the Sierra Madre, stretching longitudinally and in 
lateral spurs, cro^si-d and Jinked together by intervening ridges. 

In addition to gold, Nevada and New Mexico are rich in silver. 

In the Salmon river district, the yield of gold for the present 
year is estimated at #20,000,000 ; while the whole yield of the 
region is estimated by the Commissioner at $100,000,000. 

These figures seem startling, when it is considered that, prior to 
the discovery of the California mines, the annual gold-product of 
the world was estimated at only $18,000,000. 

This region is rapidly filling up with adventurers, who are to be 
fed and clothed, and supplied with all the comforts and conveniences 
of civilized life. They must be bound to the parent States not simply 
by the ties of early association, but by those of interest. In all min- 
ing enterprises, collossal machinery is required; the steam-engine 
must be employed to pump, to lift, to crush, to wash, and to perform 
a vast variety of processes which human hands could hardly accom- 
plish. It was politic to extend to this region a Pacific railway; 
it will be politic to afford to its inhabitants, as far as practicable, 
a cheap water-communication. It is a matter of deep iniereat to 
them whether their supplies, for two-thirds of the distance, are 
moved by rail or by water. 

These are the elements of a commerce, which, although in its 
infancy, has already assumed gigantic proportions, and is clamor- 
ing for additional outletB. 
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COST OF TBANSPORTATJON. 



This subject has been elaborately investigated by McAlpine, 
while State Engineer of New York, with the following results; 



Ocean, long voyage li 

" short " 2 to 6 

Lakes, long " 2 

" short " S to 4 

Hudson, rlv ar . . . 2J 

Mississippi and St. Lawrence 3 

Erie Canal, enlarged 4 

Ordinary canals G 

Railroads, ordinary grades. 12J- to 134 

Assuming these rates aa being substantially correct, it will be seen 
that the relative cost of transportation by rail, as compared with 
the other modes of conveyance, is as follows : 

Pet Cent, greater. 

By Rail, over Ocean Transportation 733.3 

" Great Lakes " 525 

" Mississippi and St. Lawrence Transportation . . . .316.6 
" Hudson " ....400.0 

" Illinois Improvement " ....257.1 

" Erie canal enlarged " ....216.0 

" Ordinary canal " ... .150.0 

These are the elements, from which any one interested in this 
subject, can compute the practical effects upon the productive in- 
dustry of the country, and the enlarged area it will give to culti- 
vation, — the result of increased avenues of communication between 
the Mississippi and the sea-board. The producer will have new 
motives to multiply his crops, while to the consumer will be held 
out the prospect of cheap bread. Viewed in its true light, the 
Railroad interest can interpose no valid objection. With industry 
active and remunerative, travel will increase, as well as the con- 
sumption of those articles which require a rapid transit, and for 
which this mode of conveyance is specially adapted. The re- 
sources developed along the lines of communication will more than 
compensate for any loss of through traffic, and the equilibrium 
between out-going and returning freights become far more con- 
stant than it now is. 
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To illustrate the immense saving to be effected on the cost of 
transportation, by the opening of these two enlarged avenues 
between the Mississippi and the sea-boaTd, the Committee have 
compiled, with great care, the preceding table, which shows the 
ordinary freights by water, and by rail; and what would be the 
actual cost, with a commodious water-communication. The result 
is, as compared with the summer- rates, a saving of one-half; 
and, as compared with the winter-rates, a saving of two-thirds. 
These rates amount to a virtual prohibition, in ordinary times, on 
the shipment of corn, a hundred miles west of Lake Michigan. 

It wiil thus be seen that the actual cost of transporting a bushel 
of corn from the Mississippi to the Atlantic, would be 13 T \ cts. 

To which add two elevator charges, 1 " 

Tolls, say l£ cts. on each improvement, - 3 " 

l?,^ cts. 

In the Chicago market in 1861, between June and December — 
the most active period of navigation — the price of corn vibrated 
between 20c and 24c. The cost of transportation from the Missis- 
sippi to Chicago was 16 cents; while the cost of gathering, shelling, 
and hauling to a station, would exceed the difference between the 
rate for transportation and the Chicago price ; so that, if a 
person had been gratuitously offered a given amount of corn, to be 
gathered west of the Mississippi, on condition that he sent it to 
the Chicago market, he could not have afforded to accept the 
gift. That year, the freights paid by one corporation on more than 
1,500,000 bushels, were 15 T y„ cents from Chicago to Buffalo, and 
17-&5 from Buffalo to New York, making, in all, 32 t Yj 7 cents a 
bushel. 

The Kiibjoined statement shows the distances from some of the 
principal commercial points, to the mouth of the Illinois river ; also, 
the cost of transporting a bushel of corn, via the improved water- 
communication : 



PLACES. 


».,„„. 


Krpijrlit U> Till 
note river. 


■ ■.! \u>.' York. 




1,9.10' 
508 
1193 
634 
319 
1,3211 
448 
60 


15 8-10 
4 2-10 

10 2-10 
6 4-10 

2 7-10 
12 

3 8-10 
4-10 
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From this table it will be seen what an immense scope of country 
will be made as accessible to New York, as Chicago and Milwau- 
kee are at this time. The pioneer, upon the farthest verge of 
settlement in the vicinity of a navigable river, will find his crops 
as remunerative as those of the Illinois farmer a hundred miles from 
the Lakes. 

The construction of these works would add untold millions to the 
national wealth, and communicate an impetus to agriculture and 
settlement, such as has not been paralleled even in the past history 
of this region. 

NECESSITY OF ADDITIONAL OUTLETS. 

The testimony of commercial men is concurrent, that the existing 
avenues of communication between the Lakes and the sea-board are 
inadequate to accommodate the traffic. For the past two years, 
the warehouses on the Lakes have been, during the active period of 
navigation, gorged with freight; the rolling-stock of the railways 
has been worked to its full capacity ; every craft that could float 
upon the Lakes has been put under steam, or canvas ; and the locks 
of the New York canal have proved inadequate to expeditiously 
pass the throng of boats; so that the voyage which ought to have 
lieeit performed in nine days has been protracted to fourteen, and 
even twenty. 

THE NEW YORK CANALS. 



The Erie canal is the principal outlet through which the c 
of the North-West are conveyed to tide-water. Its dimensions 
are 70 feet wide and 7 deep, with locks 13 feet wide and 110 feet 
long, whose contents are about 13,800 cubic feet. The total length 
is 350.58 miles. 

To show the extent to which it' transporting eajiaeity is taxed. 
your Committee beg leave to call attention to some facts contained 
in the Annual Report for 1SG2, of the Auditor of the Canal Board 
of the State of New York, 

The total tonnage, its value, and the tolls collected on the canals, 
during 1862, were as follow* : 

Tom. Value. Tolls. 

5,698,788 8208,234,331 $6,1 88,943. 

The value of Western products, passing through the Frie and 
the Champlain canals to tide-water, has increased more than 100 
per cent, within the past four years. 
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TEARS. 


1859). 


IStiO. 


I Mil. 


1862, 




2,121,672 
$53,175,312 


2,854,877 
$78,798,817 


2,980,144 
(81,332,759 


3,402,709 
$111,176,668 





The proportion between Way and Through traffic was about 1.8. 

Turning to wheat, it will be found that less than one-tenth was 
local, while more than nine-tenths were drawn from the granaries 
of the North- West. 



STATHMKNT SHOWING T 







| "Wheat reduced 
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TEAR. 


BblB. West. 


»»».» 


Hhls arriving 
st lide-wstw. 


1869 


2,210,620 
4,344,387 
6,712,233 


737,321 
747,822 
843,685 


1,925,402 
6,081,708 
7,467,225 


1860 











The following is a statement of the total receipts of flour and 
corn — wheat being reduced to flour — at tide-water at New York, 





Flour, barrel*. 


Com, bushels. 




8,360,082 
2,617,923 


82,670,000 
460,000 






TOTAM 


10,978,005 


33,120,000 





In 1855, Mr. Jarvis, :i distinguish fl engineer of New York, pre- 
dicted that, iu fifteen years, there would be an eastward movement 
of five millions of tons, the surplus products of the North-West. 
His prediction has been verified in seven years, or within one-half 
the time assigned. 
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cost op moving the crops. 
The amount of eastward-bound tonnage, including flour, con- 
veyed over the three principal trunk lines of railway, in 1862, is 
shown in the following 

STATEMENT FRO 

New York Central Railroad. . . 
New York and Erie Railroad. . 
Pennsylvania Railroad 



il by Erie and Champlnin Can 



Now, if all of these Western commodities were reduced to as 
compact a form as flour in ban-els, and we were to suppose that 
thirty per cent., as in the case of the cereals, came from the west 
of Lake Michigan, thirty per cent, from east of that lake, and forty 
per cent, from the longitude of Chicago, and that the freights 
charged were in proportion to those on flour, during the past sea- 
son, they would amount to more than $50,400,000, as the cost of 
transferring the annual products of the North-West to the sea- 
board. To this should be added the freights on about $11,000,000, 
which found their way through Canada. With improved facilities, 
such as have been proposed, costing not to exceed $17,000,000, 
the saving in the movement, of a single crop would amount to 
130,000,000. 

CAPACITY OF EXISTING OUTLETS. 

It must be borne in mind that these great thoroughfares are fast 
approaching their full capacity for transportation. The capacity 
of the enlarged Erie canal was rated by McAlpine at seven million 
tons; but this was on the supposition that the enlarged locks 
would expeditiously pass the boats. Already the tonnage of the 
main line and its affluents has reached five and one-half millions, 
and the voyage, which ought to be performed in nine days, is pro- 
tracted to fourteen, and even twenty. 

To show that these views are not exaggerated, your Committee 
beg leave to refer to tbe statement of a highly respectable body of 
gentlemen, representing the Corn Exchange of New York, and the 
Board of Trade of Buffalo, submitted to the joint Committee on 
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Canals, of the New York Legislature, in April last, in -which it 
is shown that the capacity of the locks has been reached the past 
season at 2,900,000 tons, and that there is an improbability of 
increasing the movement of tonnage by increasing the number of 
boats. 

" The fact waa shown that during considerable portions of the past three years, 
the Erie Canal had been taied to its utmost capacity, not from deficiency in its 
main trunk, but from the impossibi'.ii y of passing more boats through its locks ; 
that while the channel of the canals was sufficient to be navigated by boats of si* 
hundred tons burthen, the present locks could pass boats of about two hundred 
tons only ; that while the channel of the canals in question was 70 by 7, the locks 
were but 97 feet by 18 ; that multiplying boats would not increase the transporta- 
tion of tonnage, for the reason the limit of lockage had been already reached ; 
that while the channel of the Erie and Oswego canals (with resources at command), 
were probably sufficient for the transportation of twenty millions of tons annually, 
the capacity of the present locks had been reached the present season ai, 2,fly0,0Ui> 

"The improbability of increasing the movement of tonnage by increasing the 
number of boats (the locks remaining as now), was strikingly illustrated by tables 
furnished hy the Auditor of the Canal Department, viz.: The lockages for the three 
most active months of 1 8*50 i September, Oelober, and November), were 15,420 at 
Frankfort (near Utica, which locks are double). Foe the year 1861, there were 
added 619 new boats (and the fact is notorious that, during such remunerative 
seasons as 1860, 1B01 and 1862, few boats go out of existence, but are repaired and 
kept in use) ; yet the lockages for the same months, at the same place, for 1861, 
were but, 15,585, showing an increase of 165. For the year 1862, were added 850 
new boats to the number in use in 1861 (an increase of 1,469 over the number of 
boats in use in 1860), yet the lockages, by the most extraordinary eieitions, by 
employing additional men, stationary power at the locks, ahundance of water, and 
witii singular esemption from breaks, were brought up to but 17,083 during the same 
period — an increase upon 1 860 of 1,663 ; whereas, with adequate locks, the increased 
nuinbii uf boats, for 1861 should have shown an increased lockage of 3,714, instead 
of but 165, and for the year 1863, a lockage of 8,994, instead of but 1,668. It should 
be borne in mind, while these lockages are actual, that the season of I860 was cut 
short of 1S61 and 1862 fully two weeks, by early ice; that in 1860, boats which 
cleared at Buffalo on the 17 th of November, were frozen in west of Albany, while in 
1861 and 1862, boats reached New York which cleared at Buffalo as late as Novem- 
ber 26th ; therefore, had caual navigation of 1BP0 remained uninterrupted by ice 
as late as was that of 1861 or 1862, there is erery probability the lockages of 1860 
woi^ld have been as great a* those of 1 siO 1 and 1862. These lockages represent 
the number of trips made by boats Jin-iui; the three months under examination ; 
therefore, the differences between the number of actual lockages proportional to 
the number of boats employed, compared with those of 1860, multiplied by the 
average tonnage of canal boats, unmistakably represent the loss of tonnage to the 
canals during that period. 

" The inadequacy of the locks to the present channel of the canals was further 
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illustrated bj the many miles of boats constantly accumulated at Rochester, wait- 
ing tbeir turn at the Brighton lock, eo called ; and at Syracuse, at the first lock 
east of the junction of the Oswego canal, showing that while these boats had 
passed readily along the levels, they suffered detention only at the locks ; thus, 
while ten to twelve days should be ample time to runaloaded boat from Buffalo to 
New York, eighteen to twenty-two nr>: now required, consequently, a luss in time 
of nearly thirty-three per cent." 



MULT IPT.I CATION OF RAIT.TtOA.DS AN INADEQUATE 

It is not to be supposed that the trunk lines of railway can accom- 
modate this growing commerce, for the reasons, first, that it will 
not bear this expensive transit ; and second, that with their large 
passenger-business, and fast freight-lines, for the conveyance of 
merchandise and perishable articles, such as fresh meats, vegeta- 
bles, etc., constituting the daily food of the groat cities, they 
combined could not convey eastward an additional million of tons. 
The four great American outlets, then, (the New York canals, 
the New York Central, Erie, and Pennsylvania railways), 
have a capacity, at the highest estimate, to accommodate only 
about two and one-half additional millions of tons ; and that, too, 
in view of an eastward-bound commerce through those channels, 
whose increase will at an early day reach the full limits of their 
capacity. 

Those facts demonstrate the absolute necessity of additional 
outlets — cheap, commodious and expeditious— for Western com- 
modities, or production, up to the point already attained, must 
cease. 

To relieve the existing glut in transportation, it has been pro- 
posed to construct additional railways. 

Wlii'ii railroads were first, introduced, it was supposed by many 
that they would supersede canals ; and that expeditions transport, 
though at an increased cost, would counterbalance the cheapness 
of water- communication. Experience, however, has shown that 
this supposition was fallacious, and the relative advantages of. 
these two modes of transport are now fully understood ; and per- 
haps, there is no more striking example of this than in the State of 
New York, where the Central railroad and the Erie canal stretchi 
coterminous through that State. The one is employed for the 
expeditious transportation of passengers, of perishable articles 
requiring immediate consumption, and of those to which an en- 
hanced value has been communicated by the industry of man ;. 
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the other for those crude and bulky articles, which, in the absence 
of canals, would yield to the producer little or no return. In the 
one case, time becomes an element of value, for which the con- 
sumer is content to pay ; in the other, it is a matter of slight im- 
portance. 

The Committee have already shown that, under the existing rates 
of transportation, the export of corn is bounded by the western 
shore of Michigan ; but with an improved water-communication, 
it would be extended to the farthest confines of settlement. Now, 
if the corn of the Western farmer, when charged with freights, 
through a water-communication, of twenty-five cents a bushel, 
between Chicago and New York, yields him no profit ; if his 
wheat, charged also, with twenty-seven cents a bushel, is excluded 
from the markets of the world, except in case of public famine, 
what relief is it to him to construct additional modes of convey- 
ance, on which the charges are 100 per cent, higher than by the 
existing routes ? 

EASTERN DEPENDENCE ON WESTERN BREAD-STUFFS. 

The cereals of the North- West having found their way to New 
York, it is proper to trace their distribution ; — to show how much is 
required to feed the inhabitants of the sea-board, and how much 
remains to form the basis of our foreign commerce. 

By the census returns of 1860, it appears that New England 
raises wheat barely sufficient to feed her population three weeks ; 
New York, six months ; Pennsylvania is about self-sustaining ; 
while Ohio yields a surplus of less than 3,000,000 bushels. In these 
States, during the last decade, there was a falling off in the amount 
of production to the extentof 6,500,000 bushels, while the increase 
in the North-West exceeded 55,000,000 bushels. 

FOREIGN EXPORTATION. 

After supplying the deficiencies of the sea-board States, the 
North-West has a surplus of bread-stuffs and provisions for export- 
ation, which, in four years has increased in value from 
$38,300,000 to $122,650,000, which is— exclusive of specie— nearly 
70 per cent, of our foreign exports. To this may be added 
111,100,043, largely grain, which went out through Canada, 
making the aggregate over $133,750,000. This is shown by the 
annexed statement taken from the reporis of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 
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TEAR ENDING JUNE 3D. 


ARTICLES. 


1859. 


1880. 


1861. 


1862. 




83,805,991 
SI ,169,627 
6,884,547 


1816,242,428 
45,271,850 

B,918,5S4 


t20*,166,899 
94,866,785 

1,600,780 


122,650,043 


Hread-slnffS and Provlelons . 


Forel n KI orta 









These statistics show that the export of bread-stuffs and pro- 
visions in two years increased nearly 180 per cent, invalue; and 
in three years, 220 per cent 



MATEEIAl PBOBPEKITY OP NEW YORK, 

This vast mass of vegetable and animal food, moving from the 
West to the East, with all the regularity of an ocean -current, has 
enriched the region along its route. It has been the main source 
of revenue to the New York canals and railways. It is the prin- 
cipal mine, from which New York city has derived her opulence 
and commercial greatness. The highlands of the Hudson are the 
gateways of a commerce, such as Venice, in her palmiest days, 
never dreamed of. She, not simply by her geographical position, 
but by the extended system of internal improvements, constructed 
by the State and public corporations, has been enabled to exact 
tribute upon nearly every article, whether produced or consumed 
by the North-West ; upon the raw material, as well as the manu- 
factured fabric ; upon the proceeds of the outward voyage, 
as well aB the return cargo. She has made herself the connecting 
link between two continents ; the centre to which converge all 
the great lines of trade ; the mart to receive and distribute the 
imports and exports of a continent. 

The Committee might go further, and show how much more 
lucrative to New York has been her commerce in corn, than in 
cotton ; how the one, from the time it started from the banks of 
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., until it arrived at the sea-board, scattered riches in 
its path ; how the other, leaving a Gulf port, simply touched at 
New York, and then departed for some English mart, leaving 
behind no substantial benefit. The one is like a noble river, 
fertilizing the region through which it flows ; the other as barren 
as the ocean on which it floats. 

In view of these facts, public sentiment requires, and has a 
right to demand, that the State of New York shall hold this great 
thoroughfare — this connecting link between the East and the West — 
not for local aggrandizement, or State revenue, but as the trustee 
of the nation ; and impose only such tolls on commerce as shall be 
required to preserve the integrity of the work, and ultimately p;iy 
the cost of construction. 

FOEEIGN DEMAKTJ FOE THE SURPLUS OF THE NOKTH-WEST. 



The question of demand and supply remains to be considered ; 
whether the European nations will require Western bread-atufis and 
provisions only to a limited extent, and that, therefore, production, 
up to that point, must cease ; or whether they will absorb our sur- 
plus, however great. In reply, it may be stated as a general truth, 
that there is not an instance in human history, so closely does popu- 
lation press on the means of sustenance, of a vast accumulation of 
food, beyond the wants of consumers. 

The existing population of the European States is estimated at- 
280,000,000, of whom 150,000,000 are consumers of cereals to the 
amount of nearly 1,000,000,000 of bushels. The means to further 
production are limited by the obstacles interposed by nature, 
against which it is in vain for man to contend, — inhospitable 
mountains, barren wastes, and irreclaimable marshes. The most 
serious obstacle, therefore, to the increase of population will be 
the limits placed on the production of human food ; but, through 
the equalizing effects of commerce, it is sale to presume that there 
will, at all times, exist an active demand for our surplus bread- 
stuffs, in exchange for the peculiar products of their soil, climate, 
and industry ; and this demand will keep pace with the density of 
their population. Speculations, therefore, as to the probability of 
glutting the foreign market seem idle and misplaced. 

The dependence of Great Britain upon foreign supplies each 
year becomes more apparent. In 1855, it amounted to 63.02 per 
cent; and in 1860, it rose to 88 per cent. 
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STATEMENT, FROM OFFICIAL SOURCES, SHOWING THE AMOUNT C 
OTHER GRAIN, AND FLOUR, IMPORTED FROM THE UNITED STA: 
COUNTRIES INTO THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN Ft 
ENDING 1361. 



WHEAT. 




lSCS. 


ISO©. 


le oo. 


isai. 




Qrs. 
8,647.075 


Qrs. 


Qrn. 
4,881,578 


Qrs. 












4,341,718 


4,00(1,922 


5,SS0,95S 








GRAIN— OTHER KINDS. 




Qrs. 
869,807 
0,5+5,789 


Qrs. 

9,948 
5,867,818 


Qrs. 
475,178 


Qrs. 
1,776,669 


Count le 








3,045,546 


6,317,761 


7,125,662 








GRAIN— ALL KINDS. 




Cm. 
1,7*4,795 
2,091,832 


8,111,862 


Cwt. 
2,254,288 
9,881,988 


Cwt. 
8,795,865 


OUier Countries 








3,858, 127 
1,161,750 


3,823,8*4 
950,949 


5,686,220 
1,453,208 




In Quarter 








II.OUR. 




Qrs. 
1,098,871 


Qrs. 

98,762 
4,858,119 


2,148,451 
5,190,713 


Qrs. 
3,691,991 










6,348,469 


4,961,371 


7,884,154 


8,670,797 




(il'.AIN AT® MEAL. 




Qra. 
9,798,224 


Qrs. 
109,276 
10,151,499 


Qra. 


Qrs. 
10,698,788 


Other Countries 






11,293,705 


10,270,774 


14,497,978 


16,064,914 
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The imports for 1862 were, according to the London Gazette, 
as follows : 

Wheat, Quarters 9,542,369 

Indian Corn, Quarters 2,7.il,2iil 

Flour, Cwt 7,314,331 

CONTINENTAL SOURCES OF SUPPLY. 

The great European port for wheat-shipping is Dantzic, on the 
Baltic. The wheat is raised in Galicia and Poland, from five to 
seven hundred miles inland, and brought to the sea-board in flat- 
bottomed boats, suited to the navigation of rivers usually shoal, 
and abounding in rapids, — a mode of conveyance both tedious and 
expensive, costing from 6s. 6cf. ($1.56), to 9s. Id. ($2.20), per quar- 
ter to place it at Dantzic. These rates would be from 16 cents 
to 23 cents a bushel ; — higher than the rates between the Missis- 
sippi and the Atlantic, with an improved navigation. 

Another great source of supply is the Black Sea ports. The 
Dneister, the Dneiper, the Don and Volga are navigable, but 
abound in shoals and rapids. Wheat is sent to Odessa and 
Kertch by these streams ; and by land, it is brought to market in 
wairirons, often from a distance of many hundred miles. 

The route between Odessa and Liverpool is circuitous, and con- 
sumes as much time as is required to cross the Atlantic. It is 
necessary that the voyage be performed in the winter season, in 
consequence of the heated waters of the Mediterranean; for it 
often happens that cargoes of wheat arriving in summer have to be 
removed with the pick-axe. The price on board at Odessa consid- 
erably exceeds 40s. 'per quarter, and the expense of importing is 
from 16s. to 18s. 

In 1861, England imported grain of all kinds — 

From Southern Russia. 1, 282,12'! qra. 

From the Baltic 1,532,183 " 

From British America, a eon side ruble portion of which was 

derived from the United States 1,188,839 " 

From the United States 5,3»8,176 •' 

From no other country did she derive a million quarters. 

ABILITY TO COMPETE WITH FOREIGN MARKETS. 

The average English price of wheat for the last quarter of a 
century, has been 54s. 8d. per imperial quarter of 70 lbs., which 
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would be equivalent to $1.42 for an American bushel. The conti- 
nental price is 6s. Gd. less, that being the cost of transportation to 
England, per quarter, which, on an American bushel, would equal 
m-P-s cents. 

Now, with an improved water- communication, the cost of 
shipping a bushel of wheat from the Mississippi to New York, 
and thenee to Liverpool, would be — 

Cents. 

By Canals, Lakes and Rivera 14.2 

Tolls, say 8.0 

Three Elevator-charges 1.5 

Insurance and Commissions 1.7 

Ocean, B, ISO miles, at (5 per ton 15.0 

Cost to Liverpool 35.4 

Where it would be worth 142.0 

Netting to the Shipper 106.6 

To which add Premium on Eschange 10.7 

Making $1.17.3 

Which would be a discrimination of only 8 cents against the 
American producer, as compared with the continental price, and 
would make the average price of wheat $1.06 on the banks of 
the Mississippi ; $1.00 at St. Paul; and 80 cents at Fort Union, 
with the allowance of a margin of 10 per cent, for contingencies. 

When we consider the character of the wheat-growing region 
of the North-West, the cheapness of the lands, the fertility of the 
soil, and the facility with which it is cultivated, — that all of the 
processes of sowing, reaping, harvesting, birniinir, threshing and 
winnowing, are done expeditiously by machinery, the American 
farmer may successfully enter the lists of European erjinpofitimi, 
and contend for a monopoly of the provision -market of the world. 
He need not depend on any accidental deficiency in the crops of 
Europe, but rely on a nearly unvarying market for all his surplus 
crops abroad. This traffic in human food will prove a greater 
power than ever cotton was, and give us a strength, and position 
among the nations of the earth, far above what we have already 
attained. 

The Committee have thus imperfectly sketched the great features 
of this commerce; but, in traversing a field so vast, have been 
compelled to leave out many subordinate details. The facts ad- 
duced show how essential the construction of these works is to the 
future prosperity of the North- West, and to the whole country. 
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IMPORTANCE OF A SHIP-CANAL. 



The Committee have thus adverted to the magnitude of the 
products of the North-West, the burdens to which they are sub- 
jected in thuir passage to the sou-board, and the extent to which 
they enter into our external commerce, and contribute to the 
national wealth. While almost every other industrial interest of 
the country,— the coal and iron of Pennsylvania, the manufactur- 
ing of New England, and the salt of New York, — is protected by 
discriminating duties of thirty per cent., we search the statute- 
book in vain for any legislation, which tends directly in aid oi 
agriculture — the main-spring of all our prosperity. 

It is proposed to consider this question in three aspects, viz. : 

r. NATION 41, 

As tending to bind together different parts of the Union, and 
uniting the people by the ties of mutual interests and social con- 
nections ; and as developing the resources of distant regions, and 
thereby contributing to the national greatness. 

II. COMMERCIAL, 

As affording a cheap and expeditious communication between 
regions widely separated, and as admitting of a free interchange 
of the products of different climes, and of different industries, 
giving activity to labor, and a profitable return to capital. 

in. MILITARY, 

As connected with the defense of the country, using such a commu- 
nication as a means of transferring gun-boats from one system of 
waters to another, and of rapidly concentrating them at points 
widely asunder, thus making a small armament as efficient as a 
large one. 
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NATIONAL ASPECTS. 



CONSTITUTIONAL POWER ( 



The Constitution empowers Congress to do all necessary acts to 
provide for the Common Defense, and to promote the General 
Welfare. 

Mr. Jefferson, in 1801, on assuming the duties of the Presidency, 
announced as among the leading objects of the Constitution — " the 
encouragement of agriculture, and of commerce, its handmaid." 

Mr. Madison, the Father of the Constitution, in 1809, when 
called to the same exalted position, uttered a similar declara- 
tion, — "to promote by authorized means, improvements friendly 
to agriculture, to manufactures, and to external and internal 
commerce;" and, in 1810, he called the attention of Congress 
to the importance of devising a comprehensive scheme of roads 
and canals, " such as shall have the effect of drawing more closely 
together, every part in the common stock of national prosperity." 

As far back as 1807, Albert Gallatin, one of the most far-seeing 
and sagacious of our statesmen, as Secretary of the Treasury, 
submitted an elaborate report to the Senate on the importance of 
constructing roads and canals by the Government, as a means of 
affording speedy and easy communication between remote parts 
of the country, to facilitate commercial and personal intercourse, 
and to unite the people by a still more intimate community of 
interests. In that report he states,- — "No other single power of gov- 
ernment can more effectually tend to strengthen and perpetuate 
that union, which secures external independence, domestic peace, 
and internal liberty." 

There lias, from the adoption of the Constitution, existed a class 
of men who viewed with extreme distrust every exercise of power 
on the part of the Government, ibr the promotion of the general 
welfare. All schemes to faeiiiiate communication between remote 
territories, to remove obstructions in the pathway of commerce, 
or to develop particular brandies of industry, have been pro- 
nounced unconstitutional; while, on the other hand, all attempts 
to fortify the the approaches to our territory, to build up and equip 
an efficient navy, and to maintain a well-disciplined army, have 
been denounced as a wasteful expenditure of money. But the events 
of the last two years have taught us a far different lesson; and that 
ours is not an exception to the history of other nations who have 
preserved their integrity only by the strong arm of power. 



a by Google 



94 

" To govern an extended empire," using the words of Gibbon, 
with a slight alteration, "requires a refined system of polioy ; in 
the centre, a strong power, prompt in action and rich in resources; 
a swift and easy communication with the extreme parts ; fortifica- 
tions to check the first effort of rebellion ; a regular administration 
to protect and punish ; and a well-disciplined army to inspire fear, 
without producing discontent and despair." 

THIS POWER REPEATEDLY EXERCISED. 

This power has been repeatedly exercised by Congress ;— for 
example, in the construction of the National Road, which was the 
first commodious channel of communication between the Valley of 
the Mississippi and the sea-board; in subscriptions to various canals, 
— the Louisville and Portland, the Delaware and Chesapeake, the 
Potomac and Ohio, and the Dismal Swamp canals; and more 
recently in the munificent grant of bonds and lands in aid of the 
construction of the Pacific railroad; — a measure called for by every 
consideration of national unity, internal commerce, and military 



NATIONALITY OF THIS COMMERCE. 

The commerce which floats upon a river like the I 
draining half a continent; or upon the Great Lakes, whose shore- 
lines are longer than those of the sea-board States; or is poured 
through an artificial channel like the New York canal, is as much 
national as that which is wafted over the Atlantic. When it is 
shown that eight-ninths of the cereals are derived, not from a 
single State, but from a group of States; and are moving, not to a 
local market, but to the markets of the world ; furnishing to the 
navigating interest the outward-bound freight as well as the return 
cargo, and conferring a direct benefit on the national finances; 
and when the proceeds of these products are traced through all the 
ramifications of trade, it is evident that it is not simply the citizen 
of one State, but the Wenteni producer, the consumer at home and : 
abroad, the navigator, the importer, the consumer of foreign fabrics, 
and the Government itself, all have a direct interest in the result 

It is a measure whose benefits are not to be circumscribed by 
State lines, but. one which connects three dislinet systems of navi- 
gation, and renders them available for external and internal com- 
merce, for national unity, and military defense. 

Every one is aware how largely the topographical features of a 
country influence its inhabitants in their social habits, their modes 
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of thought, and business pursuits. The words of Cowper contain 
a fund of political philosophy : 

" TiiinrLr 1 intersected by a narrow frith 
Abhor each other, Mountains interposed 
Make enemies of nations, who had else, 
like kindred drops, been mingled into one." 

But bridge these friths, tunnel these mountains, making them 
the great highways of commerce, and you unite the people by the 
ties of a common interest, which they will consent to sever only 
under the most pressing necessity. 

HOW TO CONDUCT A LONG WAR. 

The expenses of the Great Rebellion, reaching not less than 
$500,000,000 a year, must be levied on our national resources. It 
is the price which must be paid for the preservation of our national 
unity. Taxes are assessed upon almost every article that contrib- 
utes to the wants, or the conveniences of the people ; but, however 
multifarious the tax-schedule, the revenue is derived from two 
sources alone ; — the wages of labor, and the interest of capital. 
The ability of the people to sustain taxation depends on the reward 
given to labor, and the profitable employment of capital. The fact, 
therefore, that the national resources are taxed to so great an 
extent, for the purpose of sustaining the war, so far from being an 
argument against appropriations for the objects of internal com- 
merce, is the strongest reason why they should be made. The war 
must be made to sustain the war. 

The most hopeful feature in this contest is the general prosper- 
ity of the North, and the general paralysis of the South. In the 
one section, commerce is active, labor in demand, and wages are 
almost unexampled ; property is constantly advancing in value, im- 
migration has not fallen oil', population in increasing, while the opera- 
tives in every branch of industry — agriculture, manufactures and 
mining — are unceasingly occupied. On the other hand, the South 
exhibits a forlorn aspect. Over wide expanses of territory desola- 
tion reigns supreme. With the mouth of the great mercantile river, 
the Mississippi, in the possession of the Government, and their 
principal pons blockaded, they are thus cut off from the markets 
of the world. Their cotton plantations have almost ceased to be 
cultivated ; and while the demand for that staple abroad is unpre- 
cedented, at home it is almost valueless. A famine threatens the 
land ; and tumultuous crowds of women parade the streets of their 
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capital crying aloud for bread. Villages are depopulated, n 
flock to the lines of the army demanding protection, and food 
commands almost fabulous prices. 

From the example of Netherlands, in her terrible but successful 
struggle for nationality, the North can derive a salutary lesson. 
Although, according to the historian Motley, a war had been raging 
for a quarter of a century without any interruption, population in- 
creased, property rapidly advanced in value, and labor was in active 
demand. Eaminu was impossible to a State which commanded the 
ocean. No corn grew in Holland and Zeeland, but their ports 
were the granary of the world; and in one month eight-hundred 
vessels left their havens for Eastern ports alone. While the sea- 
ports rapidly increased in importance, the interior towns advanced 
as steadily. The woolen manufacture, the tapestry, the embroi- 
deries [of Gelderland, and Friesland, and Overyssel, became as 
famous as had been those of Tournay, Ypres, Brussels, and Valen- 
ciennes. The emigration from other countries was very great ; it 
was difficult to obtain lodgings in the principal cities ; new houses, 
new streets, new towns, rose every day ; and when the English 
embassadors arrived in the Provinces, they were singularly im- 
pressed by the opulence and magnificence which surrounded them. 
The (■Aii«k: province of Holland furnished regularly for war ex- 
penses alone, 2,000,000 florins a year, besides other extraordinary 
grants, which seemed only to make it more elastic. A contempo- 
rary remarked that " coming generations may see the fortifications 
erected at that epoch in the cities, the costly and magnificent 
havens, the docks, the great extension of the cities ; for truly the 
war has become a great benediction to the i/thaMtantiy 

By the cultivation of such arts, — domestic industry and external 
commerce, — they were enabled to carry on a war for eighty years, 
and bring it to a triumphant issue. 

In the midst of a desolating war, Louis 5IV completed the canal 
at Languedoc, connecting the Mediterranean with the Atlantic, 
which reflected more glory on his reign than all his military 
conquests. 

Napoleon, while combatting with all Europe, devised and execut- 
ed schemes of national importance, which conferred imperishable 
benefits on France, and which went far to efface the effects of the 
ravages of war. 
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COMMEUl I AT. ASPECTS. 



•e which would so materially benefit our exter- 
nal and internal commerce, as the creation of a ship-canal between 
the three great systems of navigation in North America,— the Mis- 
sissippi, the St. Lawrence, and the Atlantic. The Illinois valley, 
with a summit-level of only eight feet, and with Lake Michigan 
as an unfailing reservoir, affords an entirely feasible and practicable 
route ; and besides, what is a remarkable fact in the physical ge- 
ography of the region, its month is about the central point of con- 
vergence of the three great basins of the Upper Mississippi, with 
a drainage area of 1,244,000 square miles, — the heart of a great 
continental system, of which the navigable and unnavigable rivers 
are the arteries and veins. 

Another striking geographical fact is that,, taking Memphis and 
Liverpool as initial points, this route is found to be in a nearly 
direct line along the great circle of the earth ; and is, therefore, the 
one in which the products of the Great Valley would naturally 
move to the markets of trie world. The New York canal is con- 
structed through a natural depression of the Alleghanies, the most 
feasible to be found throughout their range from Canada to Alaba- 
ma. The North- West dates its prosperity from the time of the 
construction of this work, and its enlargement would form an epoch 
in a new career of prosperity, compared with which, the past would 
sink into insignificance. 

The facts which have been collated by the Committee show that 
the products of the North-West feed to a large extent the inhabi- 
tants of the sea-board Stales, and at the same time furnish the bulk 
of cargoes to our commercial marine; that, exclusive of specie, 
they constitute in value about 70 per cent, of all of our domestic 
exports, and in that proportion, contribute to the customs-revenue, 
in duty-paying articles for which they arc exchanged ; that, while 
under the existing tariff, almost every other branch of industry is 
protected to the extent of 30 per cent., there has been no legisla- 
tion in aid of bread-stuffs and provisions ; that the connecting of 
these three systems of navigation, under the constitutional power 
of Congress, by a ship-canal, while its cost would not exceed 
117,000,000, would result in a saving of $.')0,000,000 in the move- 
ment of the yearly crops, to be shared alike by the producer and 
consumer; that its practical effect would be to bring the lauds on 
the outer verge of settlement !i,000 miles nearer the sea-board for 
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all tli e purposes of market ; that products, like corn, now almost 
worthless for exportation, would be in active demand ; that under 
such a stimulus, the value of the public domain would be greatly 
enhanced, immigration become active, settlement extended, and our 
foreign commerce be swollen to an unprecedented extent; and 
finally, that it would illustrate the great historical truth, that the 
only method of carrying on a protracted war is to increase the 
productive industry of the nation. 



MILITARY ASPECTS. 

Great Britain occupies the northern portion of the continent, 
with a territory coterminous with our own, stretching from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific. She has constructed a series of short 
canals around the rapids of the St. Lawrence, with locks 45 feet 
wide and 200 feet long, and 8 feet deep ; and has connected lakes 
Erie and Ontario by the Welland canal, with locks 26 feet wide, 
150 long, and 11 feet deep, and capable of ready enlargement. 
She has, also, constructed the Ridean canal, professedly as a 
military work, by an interior route, between Montreal and Kings- 
ton, with locks 33 feet wide and 142 long; and although the 
channel is only 5§ feet deep, yet it is capable of passing a danger- 
ous vessel, when buoyed up by lighters. 

She has a formidable fortress and depot of military and naval 
stores at Kingston, on Lake Ontario; another at Maiden, at the 
mouth of the Detroit river; and a third at Penetanguishene on 
Georgian .Btiv ; besides forts more or less impregnable at Toronto, 
Niagara, Port Stanley, Windsor, and Port Sarnia. Most of these 
points are intersected by railways, by which a large force can be 
rapidly concentrated. 

To oppose these formidable preparations, we have a few dis- 
mantled forts, which a half-hour's cannonading with improved 
ordnance would batter down, and which, from their weakness, 
would invite, rather than deter attack ; no lines of water-commu- 
nication by which a war-vessel, larger than a canal-boat can be 
thrown into the Lakes; no naval or military depots; nothing but a 
single steamer of 100 tons burden J mounting a single 18-pounder 
for aggressive or defensive purposes; nor can the number, under 
the treaty stipulations of 1817, be increased beyond one more on 
the Upper Lakes, one on Lake Ontario, and one on Lake Cnam- 
pb.iiii. 
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The richly-laden fleets, bearing the commerce of half the 
country sea-ward, and the populous cities and towns along the 
borders of the lakes, are at the mercy of the invader. Not a gun 
is mounted for their protection, nor is there a harbor of refuge 
four miles inland. 

It may be a startling fact, but it is nevertheless true, that a 
single battery planted on the Virginian side of the Ohio river below 
Pittsburgh, and a single gun-boat anchored near the southern shore 
of Lake Erie, have the power to sever the great arteries of com- 
munication between the East and the West. A slight interruption 
of the calm regularity in the flow of bread-stuffs eastward, would 
cause a consternation as great as any disaster to our arms. We 
may repose in fancied security ; but should such a disaster occur, 
succeeding generations would not fail to brand as imbecile, the 
statesmen of this day, who neglected to defend the nation in its 
most vulnerable point. 

POSSIBILITY OP A KUPTUEK. 

A year has scarcely elapsed since England, in contemplation of 
the possibility of a rupture with the United States, began to throw 
troops and munitions of war into the prinuip il stnigetic points ; an 
extended system of fortifications was projected, the local militia 
was enrolled and equipped — the whole placed under the command 
of one of the heroes of the Crimean war, — and the aristocratic 
organ of the nation, the Londnn Timsx, declared that, with the 
opening of the navigation of the St. Lawrence, England would 
throw into the Lakes such a fleet of gun-boats as would give her 
the command of those waters. 

It will be recollected, too, that Mr. Seward, as Secretary of 
State, addressed a letter to the Governors of the States bordering 
on the Lakes, calling upon them, in the interim of Congress, to take 
steps to fortify the principal points of approach. It is thus 
apparent, that both governments regarded a rupture as imminent, 
and took steps to prepare for it. It is equally evident, that both 
regarded the Lake-frontier as the theatre of military operations, 
and commenced a concentration of the materiel of war at the 
principal stragetie points. 

While the happening of such an event is greatly to be deplored, 
still it must be confessed that there are yet irritating questions, 
which may require to be settled by the arbitrament of war. The 
fitting out in her ports of vessels to prey upon our commerce, with 
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the tacit knowledge and assent of that Government, cannot but bo 
regarded by us, as it has been by her, a violation of public faith 
and international comity. 

As if in anticipation of hostilities, we again hear of a large force 
being thrown into Canada, and of the shipment of military and 
naval stores. 

LAKE DEFENSES. 

The question recurs, what would be the cheapest and most 
effectual method of defending the Lakes, and enabling us to assert 
our supremacy over them in case of war ? 

The introduction of iron-clad vessels has effected a revolution 
in naval warfare, and no maritime nation would at this day ('online 
its defenses to stationary fortifications. 

The existing forts on the American side, even if furnished with 
the most approved guns, would probably prove ineffectual to pre- 
vent the passage of iron-dads; and besides, stationary fortifications 
are unfitted for aggressive purposes. 

Of the lake-criift, many might be extemporized into war-vessels ; 
but the bulk of them when covered with armor and laden with 
stores, would be incapable of entering the barbors. 

The question of lake-defenses was referred to the Naval Com- 
mittee of the Thirty-Seventh Congress, who, through Mr. F. A. 
Conklin, submitted a report which appears to have been written in 
ignorance of the great hydro graphical features of the Lakes, and 
contains recommendations utterly impracticable. 

With harbors along the Lakes admitting vessels of but twelve- 
feet draft, a fact which seems to have been overlooked by the Com- 
mittee, they gravely state : 

" V«:*o]h of Midi ii ulicS its uoiilJ t.r ,t v c. r - e the enlarged canals, would be unequal 
10 a contest with the Roanoke of our own navy, and still more with the La Gloire 
of Uii. 1 French, or the A ki neon it or the Minotaur of the British navy. They ought 
not to be built for ocean warfare, nor for warfare on the lakes, unless the Govern- 
ment shall be constrained, when the occasion arises, to adopt the lock of a canal 
aalhc standard of a man-of-war, ami to u'uu^e a contest with England acnorilingly." 

Such a recommendation hardly deserves a passing comment, 
when it is stated that a vessel of the draft of any of those enumer- 
ated — twenty-five feet or more — would be excluded from every 
lake-harbor, and would be incapable of passing through the straits 
connecting the respective lakes. If such a policy were adopted, 
each lake would require its separate fleet, which would be incapa- 
ble of co-operation. 
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But, it has been said that the defense of the Lakes is to be made 
at the mouth of the St. Lawrence. This plan may be acceptable 
to those residing on the sea-board, and who have no immediate 
interest in the result; but to those occupying the cities upon the 
shores, and owning the commerce which floats upon the waters, of 
the Great Lakes, this plan is far from satisfactory ; they will hardly 
rest secure in trusting to a defense to be made at a distance of 
two thousand miles. The burning of Buffalo and Black Rock has 
not yet faded from the recollection of our oldest inhabitants. They 
have the right, by reason of numbers and the magnitude of the 
interests involved, to require such an armament as shall enable the 
Government, at once, in the event of war, to assert and maintain its 
supremacy on the Lakes. The represent;! uvea of the North-West 
in Congress have at all times cheerfully voted appropriations 
for fortifications, for ships, arsenals and naval depots, to pro- 
tect Ocean commerce; and now they have a right to demand, 
as a matter of justice and reciprocal good feeling, that appropria- 
tions shall be made for Lake commerce, — a commerce wafted on 
waters whose shore-lines far exceed those of the Atlantic, and 
whose value far exceeds that of the external commerce of the 
country. They fail to perceive why one ia sectional and the 
other national, — why one shore, laved by salt water, should bristle 
with masts and he dotted with forts ; and the other, laved by fresh 
water, should be left defenseless. The West has reason to believe 
that, when this question is presented, in all of its proportions, the 
East will return a cordial and emphatic response. 

The Congress, up to July, 1861, had appropriated for defense 
against external aggression, more than nineteen and one-half mil- 
lions of dollars to the New England States ; and more than twenty- 
nine and one-half millions to the loyal Middle States ; while the 
amount appropriated to the Food-producing States reached a little 
more than six millions. In the first session of the Thirty Seventh 
Congress, 1862, the appropriations for forts, ships, etc., reached fifty 
millions, not one million of which was given to the North-West 

For the defense of the Lakes is required an iron-clad fleet to 
co-operate with stationary fortifications. In what manner shall 
they be introduced ? The Naval Committee, with Mr. Conklin as 
their exponent, have suggested two plans : 

1. By constructing a navy-yard on the borders of some one of 
the inland sheets of water tributary to the lakes. 

2. By constructing vessels in parts, and transporting them to. 
the places required ready to be set up. 
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With regard to the first proposition it may be stated, that, while 
the Naval Committee admit that it would be an infringement of 
the treaty-stipulations of 1817 to construct war- vessels on the mar- 
gins of the Great Lakes, it is difficult to comprehend bv what process 
of reasoning it becomes no infringement to construct them on an 
inland sheet of water, directly communicating with the Lakes, to 
be sent down whenever their services shall be required. We ap- 
prehend that the British Minister Resident would remonstrate with 
the Secretary of State, long before the first keel was laid. On the 
other hand, in enlarging these canals, we are but exercising a right 
which has been freely conceded to Great Britain. 

With regard to the second proposition, it may be stated that, to 
prepare the materials for constructing two distinct fleets, one for 
the Upper Lakes and one for the Lower, to be put up whenever 
the necessity may arise, and to transport them to these waters from 
parts far remote, would be far more expensive than the cost of 
opening these lines of internal communication ; and besides, the 
usefulness of these fleets would be restricted solely to these waters. 

A third plan has been proposed, and that is to make use of the 
enlarged canals to transfer our iron-clads from one system of navi- 
gation to another, and thus save the expense of maintaining dis- 
tinct sots of fleets. The Naval Committee, through Mr. F. A. 
Conklin, maintain that, so far as relates to the enlarged New York 
canal, it is impracticable. We deem the testimony of EmrssoN, 
the conceptions of whose inventive skill have saved us from national 
humiliation, and whose fame will live through the ages with un- 
dimmed lustre, of far more importance than any crudely-expressed 
opinions of this Committee. 

" An impregnable war-vessel of 25 feet wide, and 200 long, 
with a shot-proof turret, carrying a gun of 15-inch calibre, 
with a ball of 450 pounds, and capable of destroying any hos- 
tile vessel that can be put on the lakes, will draw, without 
ammunition, coal, or stores, but 6 feet 6 inches of watee ; 
and consequently, will need only a cana1 wide and deep 
enough to float a vessel of those dimensions, with locks of 
sufficient size to pass it." 

The cost of these enlarged communications, according to the 
estimates of engineers of the highest capacity and integrity, will 
not exceed $17,000,000; and yet the Naval Committee, through 
Mr. F. A. Conklin, without furnishing the country with one iota of 
proof to impeach the correctness of these estimates, gravely assert 
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that the cost will exceed 145,000,000. With a like facility of pen, 
these estimates might have hecn swollen to $100,000,000, if there- 
by a purpose were to be subserved. 

The effects of this rebellion will survive for a generation. ; and to 
insure, the regular administration of the laws over a portion of the 
country, will require the maintenance of a force sufficient to put 
down every display of insubordination. It will be necessary for 
the Government to control all of the great lines of communication. 
For this purpose, no means would be so effectual as a class of iron- 
clad gun-boats drawing from feet to 12 feet of water, and capable 
of navigating our rivers and entering our harbors. A class of the 
draft last named, by the aid of lighters, could pass through the Illi- 
nois and Michigan canal, from the Mississippi to the Lakes, and 
vice versa, and thus be made available, either to suppress insurrec- 
tion, or repel invasion. 

It may be said that fleets adapted to river- navigation are not 
adapted to lake-navigation ; to this it may be replied that they are 
well adapted to the defense of the straits, which are the most im- 
portant lines to be guarded. There are, according to the state- 
ment of Admiral Porter, not less than 60 vessels in the United 
States navy capable of passing the proposed locks of the Illinois 
and Michigan canal, and others are building of like capacity. 

Tour Committee, therefore, are of the opinion that the cheapest 
and most effectual method of lake-defense is, not by the establish- 
ment of naval depots, or the building of fleets on these waters, 
both of which would be construed as a violation of the treaty- 
stipulations of 1817 ; nor by the erection of an extended system of 
land furtilioai.ions ; but by opening such a line of internal commu- 
nication that gun-boats may readily be passed from one system of 
navigation to another, and he made available for defense, alike in 
the harbors of the Atlantic, on the Lakes, and on the navigable 
waters of the Mississippi, With these two links in the chain of 
communication completed, a vessel could be passed, by an internal 
route, from New Orleans to Chicago, Buffalo, New York, Trenton, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Annapolis, Washington, Norfolk, Rich- 
mond, Newbern, and Beaufort, making a distance of 4,300 miles ; 
besides rendering accessible the whole navigable system of the 
Mississippi and the Lakes. It would, therefore, become a matter 
of little moment, whether a vessel were built at Brooklyn, Annap- 
olis, Washington, or Philadelphia; or at Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, or 
St. Lonis ; the mechanical skill of every section of the country could 
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be called into requisition, and the vessel completed, with little in- 
convenience, be transferred to the most distant waters. 

WATS AND MEANS FOR CONSTRUCTION. 

The bill introduced into the last Congress proposed, for the 
construction of tho Illinois communication, the appropriation of 
the bonds of the Government to the extent of about thirteen and 
one-half millions of dollars, redeemable in twenty years, and 
bearing six per cent, interest per annum, with the pledge of the 
tolls for the payment of accruing interest, and the ultimate pay- 
ment of principal, of which the traffic would afford an ample 
guaranty. The issue of these bonds, thus secured, would subserve 
all the purposes of a direct appropriation, and would command tho 
confidence of capitalists at a time, when more than ever before 
there was redundant capital seeking investment. It would not 
involve the necessity of raising a dollar by taxation. 

If it be asked, why does not the State of Illinois execute the 
work, or confide its execution to a chartered company ; it may be 
said in reply, that the State cannot enter upon the work without 
first changing her organic law, to accomplish which would require 
two or three years; and while she is airrccd on the policy of sur- 
rendering this route to the General Government, to be used as a 
national highway, it is doubtful whether a like unanimity would 
prevail with regard to the State taking such action, even if con- 
stitutional impediments were not in the way. As to the second 
inquiry, the State, through her Constitutional Convention, has indi- 
cated her policy, in no event to surrender this work to a chartered 
company. 

If it be said that, however meritorious this work, the Govern- 
ment is not in a condition to incur fresh obligations, it may be 
replied that no debt is formidable, based on a great improvement, 
whose revenues are ample to meet the accruing interest, and at the 
same time to create a sinking-fund for the ultimate extinguishment 
of the principal The railway debt of the United States exceeds 
eleven-hundred millions of dollars ; and yet the only inquiry of the 
capitalist, dealing in this class of securities, is, what will be the 
net earnings ? The consolidated debt of Great Britain is so enor- 
mous that it will never be paid ; yet, based as it is on the opulence 
of the Empire, it is regarded, the world over, as the emblem of 
financial stability. 

So far as relates to the New York portion of the enterprise, it 
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may be stated that the Legislature of that State, by an act passed 
April 22, 1862, authorized the enlargement of one tier of locks on 
the Erie and Oswego canals, provided the expense thereof was 
paid by the United States ; in consideration whereof the last named 
party should have the perpetual right of passage through said 
canals, "free from toll, or charge, for its vessels of war, boats, 
gun-boats, transports, troops, supplies, ormunitions of war." 

In conclusion, your Committee would state, that this is an enter- 
prise which, in whatever light it is viewed, ought to commend 
itself to the favorable consideration of the country. In its lowest 
sense, as a mere pecuniary investment, the bonds of the United 
States, based on the tolls of the canal, would command the confi- 
dence of capitalists. As a commercial scheme, it would enhance 
the value of the public lands, and communicate a stimulus to 
agriculture, which would be felt to the farthest, verge of cultivation. 
It would cheapen the price of our daily food, and swell to a vast 
extent our foreign commerce. As a national measure, it would 
establish, between the East and the "West, closer commercial and 
political affiliations, and forge a chain which no convulsion could 
sever; while as a military system, it would prove the cheapest mode 
of fortifying a long line of frontier, and of controlling an immense 
inland navigation. In no other way, in the opinion of the Com- 
mittee, can Congress so effectually, in the language of the Con- 
stitution, " PROVIDE FOB THE COMMON DEFENSE," Or " PROMOTE 
THE GENEKAL WELFABE." 

J. W. FOSTER, 

Chairuin. 

GEO. F. RUMSEY, 
CHARLES WALKER, 
WM. McKINDLEY, 
R. McCHESNEY, 
WM. BROSS, 
JOHN B. PRESTON, 

Committee, 
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REPORT OF MESSRS. GOODING AND PRESTON, 



To the Committee on Statistics for the City of Chicago : 
Gentlemen : 

In presenting our estimate of the cost of enlarging such portions 
of the present Illinois and Michigan canal, as it is proposed to oc- 
cupy, and the improvement of the Des-Plaines and Illinois rivers, 
we shall say nothing in regard to the advantages to result from the 
proposed work. These have been so clearly demonstrated by 
others much more able than ourselves, that none except those who 
are unwilling to believe, can have any doubt upon the subject. 
But of the feasibility of its construction and its probable cost, 
many well-disposed persons still have their doubts, and we will, 
therefore, briefly state a few facts in relation to the character of 
the work, and our estimate of its cost. 

In 1836, the Legislature of this State authorized the construc- 
tion of the Illinois and Michigan canal, "to be supplied with 
water from Lake Michigan and other sources,'' and one of us was 
appointed Chief Engineer of the work, and acted in that capacity 
under the Canal Commissioners and Canal Trustees, until its com- 
pletion in 1848. The other as Assistant and Resident Engineer 
was actively engaged upon the work, most of the time from 
1837 until its completion. We mention these facts to show that 
we have at least had sufficient opportunities to form correct 
opinions of the probable cost of the contemplated improvement, 
when the present canal is to occupy a part of it. 

From the Chicago river to the lower dam at Joliet, a distance of 
33j miles, it is proposed to enlarge the present canal to 160 feet 
in width at the surface, and deepen it upon the Summit to the origi- 
nal level adopted by the Canal Commissioner* in 18:1(5, and upon 
which a large amount of work was executed. This, with a slight 
additional amount of excavation in the bottom, for the first ten 
miles out of Chicago, will enable boats of full six-feet draft to 
navigate the canal at the minimum stage of Lake Michigan, from 
which the supply of water will be directly drawn. 

The excavations on the old canal to the requisite depth for the 
enlarged one, have enabled us to understand, perfectly, the charac- 
ter of the material to be excavated to form the proposed enlarge- 
ment. The cost of executing the various kinds of work done for 
a long series of years, and under varying circumstances, we regard 
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as a very valuable guide in fixing the present prices. In faut, 
such valuable data are seldom or never attainable in estimating a 
new work, and we have the fullest confidence that our prices are 
ample, and will afford a fair margin for profits, provided, that the 
average wages of common laborers shall not exceed one dollar 
per day, the cost of supplies what they have usually been in 
prosperous times, and that full three years time be given for the 
completion of the whole work. 

The canal from Chicago to Joliet, for which distance the present 
canal will form a part of the enlarged one, will be much the moat 
expensive part of the proposed improvement, embracing, as it 
does, the whole of the Summit division. 

Below Joliet, the present canal, except for some five or six miles 
between Marseilles and Ottawa, would be abandoned, and the 
Des-Plaines and Illinois rivers improved for navigation by locks 
and dams. 

When we furnished the estimate to Gen. Webster, which he 
indorsed and presented in his report to the War Department, no 
survey bad been made of this part of the line. We had, however, 
been well acquainted with the Des-Plaines and Illinois rivers for a 
quarter of a century, knew the amount of lockage, and where the 
materials must .be obtained to construct the dams and locks, etc., 
etc., and ventured to make an approximate estimate. Many per- 
sons opposed to the improvement attacked our estimate, and we 
were compelled to admit that it bad been made without any very 
precise data. Since then, a survey lias been made under our 
supervision by A. J. Mathewson, Esq., an experienced engineer, 
' whose map and profile of the route from Chicago to La Salle, we 
submit herewith. We are now able to present, an estimate of all 
parts of the route from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi river, 
which we trust will be satisfactory to the friends of the proposed 
improvement. Its enemies will not, probably, be satisfied with 
the facts in the case, for they prove incontestably that no improve- 
ment of anything like equal importance, was ever executed for 
three times the amount which this would cost. 

For the first 8£ miles from the Chicago river, the material to be 
excavated is a compact clay, all of which can be easily excavated 
by machinery. This has been estimated at 25 cents per cubic 
yard. 

For the next 10J miles, the excavation will be of a much more 
difficult character, though still mostly earth, but a considerable 
proportion of it cemented clay, intermixed with small stone or 
gravel. It is believed, however, that the greater part of it may 
be executed by machinery, though with less facility than the first 
8j miles. On a few of the sections embedded rock was found in 
the old excavations. This part of the work is estimated at 50 
cents per cubic yard, including all the various kinds of material. 

From the Sag, where the heavy rock-excavation commences, to 
Lockport, a distance of 10£ miles, the excavation, except a slight 
covering of earth averaging about two feet in depth, consists 
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entirely of stratified limestone. For some eight miles of this dis- 
tance the depth of rock varies from 12 to 16 feet 

All of the excavation, on this part of the line, was completed on 
the original plan of the " deep cut, " except about 260,000 cubie 
yards,— so that it only requires this amount to bo excavated to 
make a perfect drainage to the bottom of the enlarged canal, and 

S'vc a face the full depth of the excavation for the entire distance. 
onsidiTHig the character of the rock and the favorable circum- 
stances for executing the work, (permitting the use of machinery 
propelled by steam for drilling and removing it,) we have deemed 
90 cents per cubic yard a liberal price, and have estimated it at 
that price. 

We mention, particularly, the character of the material to be 
excavated on this part of the work, and the prices at which we 
have estimated it, because its cost will be more than half of 
the entire improvement But this cut through the Summit, though 
expensive, accomplishes a very important object Tt diverts the 
waters of Lake Michigan into the valley of the Des-Plaines at 
Lockport, through a canal 160 feet wide at surface, and not less 
than 7£ feet deep in an ordinary stage of the Lake. A declivity 
of one inch per mile at the very lowest stage of Lake Michigan, 
has been given on this 29 miles of canal, in the estimates. 

From Lockport, where the lake level runs out to the lower dam 
i the present canal at Joliet, the distance is 4 -J miles, and the 



The whole amount of lockage from the point where we leave 
the present canal at Joliet to La Salle, is 88 feet, and from thence 
to the mouth of the Illinois river, 3^ feet,- -making the aggregate 
lockage from Lake .Michigan to the Mississippi, 170 feet. The 
whole distance is 320 miles. 

To overcome this difference of level we have estimated in all 
above La Salle, 14 lift locks, — the lifts varying from 8 to 12 feet 
each. But one guard-lock is required. 

All but three of the nine locks below Joliet will be built upon 
short sections of canal, and entirely secure from river-floods. 

Only five dams have been found necessary between Joliet and 
La Salle; two of them on the Des-Plaines river, and three on the 
Illinois. The two on the Des-1'laines have been estimated entirely 
of stone, and the three on the Illinois of crib-work, resting on 
timber foundations with stone abutments, — being of the same 
character in all respects as those which were estimated for the 
Illinois river improvement below La Salle. 

Upon a re- ex ami nation of our estimate for the improvement of 
the river below La Salle, which we submitted to Gen. Webster, we 
conclude to make no change in the figures, as we deem them as 
near right as we could make them by revision now. 

We have estimated the whole work to be constructed in the 
most substantial and permanent manner, but have added nothing 
lor show. All the stone masonry, therefore, in locks, dams, bridge!-, 
etc., has been estimated of " rock-work, " with a face sufficiently 
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smooth for practical purposes, hut little of it, except coping, finely 
cut. The stone in the quarries along the line is peculiarly fitted 
for this character of work, being regularly stratified, the strata 
being of various and suitable thicknesses, and tliu beds parallel and 
generally so smooth as to require but- Utile dressing. All is to be 
laid in the best cement of water-lime and sand. 

The improvement which we have estimated is no( a "ship-canal," 
as it has generally been termed, it not being adapted to the naviga- 
tion of ships, but tliAt leraest cliis-i of 'M;.*.<iwip)>i KfruntiUmts which 
can ascend the river in ordinary low -lector to St. Louis. The 
canal, therefore, where the improvement consists of canal, is esti- 
mated throughout at not less than 180 feet wide at top water-line; 
and, where the canal is not made in rock-excavation, vertical walls 
upon each side, 10 feet in height, have been estimated. 

The locks are estimated 3!H) feet long by 75 feet wide in the 
chamber, and would be sufficiently large to pass 12 of our ordinary 
canal-boats, carrying 2,000 tons of freight; or a gnu-boat, 200 feet 
long by 40 feet wide, and drawing ordinarily 10 feet of water, 
could, by the aid of properly constructed lighters or barges, be 
buoyed up, so as to draw less than six feet, and thus, be passed 
through from one end of the improvement to the other without the 
slightest difficulty. 

The total cost, "as will be seen by the annexed estimate, we have 
set down at the sum of §1 ;t, 446. 023, which amount varies but little 
from the estimate made by us last fall, before wo were in posses- 
sion of the data furnished by Mr. Mathewson's recent survey. 



All of which is respectfully submitted. 



WM. GOODING. 
J. B. PRESTOX. 



Estimated Cost of enlarging the Illinois and Michigan, canal, 
from Chicago to the Des-Plaines river at Jbliet, and improve- 
ment of the Dex-l'laines and: Illinois rivers to the Mississippi 

— 320 mil,!!: in all. 



r Link, 29 Miles, 



4,502,110 Cub. yds 
5,681,612 
2,521,189 " 

474,439 " 



earth delation (to Summit), 

" and C. clay, etc. (to Sag.), 
rock excavation (to Lock port), 

earth " and spoil bank, 



£1,1 25,527. 50 

2,s*GS. SlKi.UO 
2,^B.ii7n.lu 



a by Google 



LoCKPORT T 



j No 2, in Joliet, 44 a 



3tS0 Cub. yds. earth t 

"19 " rock excavation, ■■ 3 

3 " einbk't rack and wall to be remov'd, " 
15 " vertical protection wall, " 

iO " lining for banks, " 

6 locks, 850 ft. long, 75 ft. wide, 10 ft. lift each, 



(31,472. 

1!'S,(HL). 
:!0.042. 







$876,323.60 


Dam No. 2, Jolibt to Lake Joliet, in Des-Plaines Kiver 


-J M;:.fS. 


5,925 Cub. yds. rock excavation, 


@ $1.00 


$25,925.00 


0,500 " mortared wall in embankment, 


" 3.00 


31,600 


i.!l) 


9,201 " embankment east aide of river, 


" .80 


:"-i,T-il) 


SO 


1,250 " " through fields, 




38,200 




9,800 " protection wall, 


" $2.50 


■i»,r,'H) 


00 


1 atone dam, :jr,(.i ft. Ion-. 15 ft. high, 




1 7 ,05i > 


00 


3 locks, 350 ft long, 75 ft. wide, 8 ft. lift each, 


2.Hl,10i) 


00 



Improvement of Des-Plaikes and Illinois Riters from 
La Salle, 59 Miles. 
9 Cub. yds. rock excavation at Treat's Island, @ $1.0 



R2'.i,'>..'ii 




earth " 


395,917 




" and C. clay, 


yl.;-)Sl 






250,0U0 




embankment, 


S1.11), 




earth excavation and embankn 


m.V^:.. 




protection wall, 


38,000 




slope wall, 


1 dam in Des-Plaines river. 






11 Illinois river, 


2 locks, 


8 ft. lift each, 350 ft. long, 75 ft 


1 


uairi lock, " " 


•'. luuks, 


12 ft. lift each, " " 



$500, 085. 3 

e Joliet to 



50,000. 

2411,1100 

;;:M.r>iiii. 
66,000. 



La Salle to the Mississippi River, 220 Miles. 
7 tree or timber and crib dama, with stone abutments, 
7 stone locks, 350 ft. long, 75 ft. wide, 32 ft. lockage, 



RECAPITULATION. 



Chicago .0 Bridgeport, South Branch, 
Bridgeport to Lockporl, Summit line, 
Lockport to dam No. 2, Joliet, 50 ft. lockaj 
Dam No. 2 to Lake Joliet, 24 " " 
Lake Joliet to La Salle, 64 " " 

La Salle to Mississippi river, 82 " " 
Add for bridges, 2 culverts, and land d 
" engineering and contingencies, 

Totals, 170 ft. lockae 



?V.'".^'.T12 


20 


S1HM2S 


.in 


50u,OS5 


Ml 


a.l'.ih.i,:^ 


I'l 


i,y-f4.y:i-:. 


Oil 




■■«! 


602,207 


10 



miles, $l3,-l4u,f>Jj.S0 
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[C] 

NIAGAEA SHIP-CANAL. 

This is a project which has been discussed for more than a quar- 
ter of a century ; and has recently received especial prominence 
as an additional Eastern outlet for the accumulating products of 
the Mississippi valley. 

In 1835, Capt. W. G. Williams, under the orders of the Chief 
of the Topographical Bureau of the United Slates, made a sur- 
vey of the proposed route, of which the following is an abstract : 

The project contemplated a ship-canal of such dimensions as to 
render the work a mfims of transportation for the larger class of 
steam -boats and sailing vessels navigating the lakes; with locks 
200 feet in length, 50 feet in breadth, with a width of canal of 
110 feet at the surface, and a water-depth of 10 feet : — the locks 
to have a lilt varying with circumstances, and generally not to 
exceed 10 feet, and the water to supply them to be drawn from the 
Niagara river. 

FKOFOSED EOUTES. 

No. I. Commences at Porter's Store-bouse near old Fort 
Schlosser, thence crosses Gill creek at a distance of half a mile 
above its mouth, and is thence protracted in a nearly straight line 
to the head of Bloody run. The ground over which it passes, 
alter the first mile, is generally swampy, although somewhat ele- 
vated, and for the first four miles, as determined by careful borings, 
no rock worthy of mention occurs, except a small portion at Gill 
creek; the soil, however, is by no means easy of excavation, being 
of a tenacious character ; and the ground is swampy, and covered 
with aheavy growth of timber. "From this point," quoting from 
the Report, " the valley of Bloody run is pursued to within a short 
distance of the point, where the run falls over the precipice into 
the Niagara river, at a short distance from the chasm known as 
the Devil's hole, three and a half miles below the Great Falls. 

"The levels now pass over unequal ground, but slightly elevated, 
however, until they reach the brow of the Lcwiston ridge. This 
portion of the line was run very near the precipitous brink of the 
Niagara river, and only involves a prism of rock cutting of incon- 
siderable depth. 

" Until we arrive at Fort Grey, no obstacle of importance inter- 
venes; indeed, none but the most commonplace circumstances of 
canal construction present themselves. It is from this point to the 
debouch of the project into the Niagara river, that difficulties of a 

■ious character may be apprehended. 

" From the brow of the ridge the lines of level were carried 
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obliquely to the Hue of greatest acclivity of the ascent, falling in 
such proportion to the measured horizontal distance, as to render 
them conformable to the projected dimensions of the locks and 
basins, with the required lift for each lock. These data furnish 
the means of projecting a ilight of double consecutive locks to the 
foot of the ridge, or a line of single locks, with intermediate basins, 
involving in either case a descent of 3!!>i feet from the bottom of 
the canal at Fort Grey, to the corresponding surface at its intersec- 
tion, ten feet below the surface in Niagara river. 

" As the slope of the mountain may in a general view be regarded 
as uniform, and under an angle too great to admit of the location 
of the locks on a line approximating to that of greatest acclivity, 
it would be necessary, by means of excavation and embankment, 
to prepare a berm for their reception. 

" Our supposition involves a heavy mass of side cutting, so as to 
establish tli e exterior walls of the locks upon a well consolidated 
foundation: by this means the whole section of the locks and 
basins would possess a homogeneous basi-. and have their stability 



" This excavation comprehends the space to be occupied by the 
sustaining and interior wails, and in case the double locks should 
have their similar surfaces in the same horizontal plane, the breadth 
of their dividing walls would be comprised in the section. * * * 

"As the line of levels descends to the foot of the ridge, it gradu- 
ally winds round until its horizontal projection becomes nearly 
parallel to its location at the beginning of the descent. 

"In order to obtain the direction which leads it to the most favor- 
able point of debouch on the Niagara river, for the present modi- 
fication of our project, I have planned a basin allowing sufficient 
room for the largest vessels admissible to the locks, to turn and 
assume its change of course. At this point, the flight of locks 
would terminate in an extensive artiticial harbor, comprising an 
area of about 114 acres, and elevated 120 foet above the level of 
the .Niagara river. It will be formed between the ridge on which 
the principal street of Le wist on is situated and the main ridge, 
possessing a mean depth of fourteen feet. The embankment neces- 
sary to back the water would be very inconsiderable. 

"It is an element forming a very important feature in our project, 
and would have the advantage of serving as a part of the canal, 
obviate a mass of expensive construction, and at the same time 
afford very essential accommodation to trade; indeed, a basin of 
this kind would be almost, necessary by reference to the very con- 
tracted space which can be made avahabicfor the purpose of com- 
mercial transactions in the vicinity of the debouch, in connection 
with the precipitous banks of the river, and the violence of the 
current; moreover, the prism of water drawn from this reservoir 
to supply the descent of the locks to die termination of the project, 
would be scarcely perceptible. This would render the descent 
from the harbor to the outlet, independent for its immediate exi- 
gences, of the supply of water, to be drawn through the upper 
flight of locks from the summit level of the project." 
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Elaborate estimates are given as to the cost of construction on 
this plan, with the following results : 

Total amount of Lockage {3,853,208 . Ii8 

Cost of Canal 758,3S7 63 

Total f3,(ili),. r !'J(i.2l 

Total length, 7 miles, 4,0*0 feet. 

No. 2. "The projected plan, line No. 1, approaches in a great 
portion of its development to the frontier of Upper Canada, and it is 
in this part clearly within the range of howitzer and mortar batleries, 
planted on the opposite shore of the Niagara river, and likewise 
entirely under the influence of their power of annoyance at its out- 
let. And this circumstance has been alleged against the expedi- 
ency of any location terminating at Lewiston. In order to remove 
any objection which indeed is valid, by reference to the military 
advantages that are ascribed to the undertaking, a rout* was 
examined by which the inconveniences referred to might be 
avoided. 

"Aline of levels was accordingly carried up the valley of Gill 
creek, to a depression which occurs in the Lewiston ridge at the 
head of Fish creek, and thence descending the ridge, following 
the valley of Four-mile creek, to its termination on Lake Ontario, 
and conforming in general direction to a right line between its 
two extremities. 

"This route fulfills the condition required. It is throughout its 
development entirely without the range of annoyance from the 
opposite shore of Niagara river, and terminates on the lake in deep 
water. 

" It must be remarked, in regard to this location, that it. exacts 
very deep cutting in rock for a distance ot" 3| miles, but that in 
other respects the difficulties to be surmounted are less than upon 
any other route, and particularly in that part which relates to the 
descent of the ndge. The idea also of the expense in excavation, 
should be neutralized by the reflection, that the rock taken out 
would be of essential value for the construction of the harbor, 
locks, walls, etc. 

"It is probable that the whole amount o( stone taken from the 
deep cut would be required for these and a variety of contingent 
purposes, but more particularly for the construction of a capacious 
and i'frieient. harbor at the debouch of the project. 

"For such object, the stone would be required from some point 
or other, and from none could it be procured at so cheap a rate as 
from the excavation in question. 

"The harbor would be the last object, of completion, and the 
Stone conveniently d -posited on the side of the deep cut, would 
be brought down by the boats through the canal. By means of 
this abundant supply of materials, the wharves might be carried 
out to a depth of fourteen or fifteen feet at little expense, so as to 
avoid inconvenience from alluvial deposits." 
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The cost of construction of this line, including an artificial har- 
bor at the mouth of Four-mile creek, with a circuit of one mile, 
with piers from 7 to 10 feet above the surface of the water, and 30 
feet, cross section, would be $4,616,423. 47. 

Total length, 14 miles, 5,000 feet 

There arc several modifications of the above routes, in the sur- 
veys, but it may be said that route No. 1, if constructed for purely 
commercial purposes, is the shortest and least expensive ; but 
when the question becomes one of military defense, It is apparent 
that route No. 2, is the one which ought to be adopted, as afford- 
ing security from assault, and incalculable aids to the national 



The dimensions of the work, however, are too contracted, in view 
of the number and the class of vessel? navigating the Lakes. The 
locks ought to be 350 feet long, 70 feet wide and 12 feet deep ; 
while the bottom of the canal ought to be 160 feet wide; or 100 
feet with recesses of 160 feet in width, at each mile, to admit the 
passage of vessels. 

The lower portion of this route may be regarded as one of the 
most defensible positions on the frontier, inaccessible by means of 
the rushing waters and the precipitous banks of the Niagara river; 
hut above Schlosser, the river-channel is in part on the Canadian 
side, and, therefore, Capt. Williams proposed to pass the rapids at 
Black Hock, by a short cut and a few feet of lockage on the 
American side. Another suggestion of his was, to let the canal 
commence at Buffalo, and carry the level of the lake along the 
margin of the Niagara river, as far retired as possible to the mouth 
of Gill creek, then up the valley of this stream to the head of Fish 
creek, as per route 2, and thence descend to Lake Ontario. This 
modification, while adding to the expense, would give additional 
security, and at the same time save a very considerable prism of 
rock- excavation, proportionate to the elevation of Lake Erie above 
the Niagara river at the point of beginning, near Porter's Store- 
house. 

The construction of this work, while it would be the grandest 
monument of engineering skill on the continent, at the same time 
would vastly contribute to the military defense and commercial 
facilities of the country. {Rep. of Capt. W. G. Williams, U. S. 
Top. Eng., Doc. 214, Ho. of Reps., 24th Cony., 1st Session.) 
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RAPIDS OF THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI. 



Serious impediment* exist in the navigation of this river, in con- 
sequence of two rapids, known as the Upper, or Rock Island, and 
theLower, or I>es-Moines, Rapids. The foot of the Lower Rapids 
jnces about one-half mile above Keokuk, Iowa, from which 
ixtend ten and one-half miles, and are occasioned by four 

of limestone, stratified and nearly horizontal in position, 

which are known as the Lower, English, La Halle's, and Upper 
chains. The first three are nearly contiguous, while the last is 2£ 
miles distant, the interval being comparatively unobstructed. 

The fall from the head to the foot of the obstructions, at low 
water, is 21 feet; the slope, however, is not uniform, — the maxi- 
mum being 6 feet per mile, while the minimum is only about f Q 
per mile. 

The minimum range of the water-surface at the head of the 
rapids, is 11} feet, and at the foot 21 feet. Hence, the high-water 
fall is !3| feet: and the average fall 1.12 foot per mile. The 
velocity at low-water nowhere reaches five miles per hour ; but at 
high water it reaches probably seven. Steamboats of the least 
tonnage, drawing two feet of water, cannot pass at low-water 
without imminent danger of getting fast on the rocks, and naviga- 
tion is entirely suspended, ai lids stage of water. According to 
the report of Lieut Warren, of the Topographical Engineers, 
(now Brigadier General, and Chief of Staff to the Commander of 
the Army of the Potomac), there is three feet of water on the bars 
above and below the rapids ; and as the water rises, owing to the 
greater width and slope of the rapids, the water increases on the 
bars more than on the reefs, in about the following ratio : 



In 1837, Lieut. R. E. Lee, now Major General of the Confede- 
rate army, was detailed by the Chief of the Topographical Bureau 
to take charge of the operations for the improvement, of the naviga- 
tion of these Rapids. His system consisted in deepening the chan- 
nel of the water by blasting out the rocks ; and the result was, 
according to the testimony of pilots, that steamboats drawing from 
9 to 12 inches more water, were enabled to pass. His operations 
were confined to the Lower and English chains. The Omega 
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patch, or Lower chain, is regarded as the most difficult of all to 
navigate, owing to swift cross-currents ; but the obstructions would 
have been removed, had the work been continued. 

The following is the estimated cost of improving the natural 
channel of these Rapids : 

FOB CHANNEL 100 AND 200 FEET WIDE RESPECTIVELY, AND 4 FEET DEEP. 





100 feet. 
Cubic yard.. 


«=';::.,. 


1 10 per yd. 


Cost 20(1 feet. 

f'lir.Tyd. 




3,710 
1,288 
7,837 
4,343 
4,813 


14,070 
2,777 
82,897 
21,165 
18,444 


$37,100 
12,880 
79,270 
42,430 
48,130 
























Total 


21,981 


89,353 


$2 19,810 









UPPER, OK HOCK ISLAND RAPIDS. 

These rapids commence about one-half mile above the lower end 
of Rock Island, and extend for 1 3 miles up the river. The princi- 
pal reefs are known as the Lower chain; Rock Island chain, two 
miles above; Duek-creek chain, four and one-half miles above; 
Campbell's chain, seven and one- half miles above; St.. Louis chain, 
ten miles above ; Sycamore chain, twelve miles above; and Upper 
chain, at the head of the rapids. 

The rocks consist of friable limestone, easily quarried, and a 
soft yellow sandstone, with occasional granite boulders. Small 
steamboats, drawing 2£ feet of water, pass at the lowest stages. 

Duck and Campbell's chains are particularly dangerous, as a 
boat, to avoid the rocks, i.- compelled to make abrupt turns. 

Rock Island chain is a continuous fiat reef across the river bed, 
with a low-water depth of '1\ feet. By connecting the islands 
wilh the Illinois shore by a dam, the water lias been raised about 
ten inches ; and, at the same time, the width of the river has been 
reduced to 400 yards. The average width of the rapids is one- 
half mile. 

The fall of the whole series of rapids, at lowest water, is 22 feet, 
with an average slope of 1-^ foot per mile. The greatest, slopes 
of surface are at Upper, Sycamore, and Rock Island chains, the 
current being between tour and five miles per hour. The range 
from low to high water at the head of the rapids is 13 feet, and at 
the foot 23 feet, making the high-water fall 12 feet, or || foot per 
mile. 
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The following is the estimated cost of the removal of rock: 

FOR A CHANNEL 100 AND SOO FEET WIDE RESPECTIVELY, AND 4 FEET DEEP. 





100 bet. 

Cubic y&rdl. 


Cnbicynrdl. 


Cost 100 fret. 
|10 per yd. 


|10 per yV 




2,960 
560 

275 
2,110 

1,988 
8,891} 

400 


7,096 
7,770 

1J540 
9,880 
ISO 
8,815 
8,200 
5,735 


$29,600 
5,600 

2,750 
21,100 
1,800 

19,880 

33,9f>0 
4,000 


































57,350 




Total 


12,362 


45,015 


8123,620 









"The practiiHibiUtt," rnnarks Limit. Warren, " of improving the channel by 
removing the rocks in the bed of the stream has been proved beyond ques- 
tion, by the results of former operations ; ami il e ireful elimination of the obstruc- 
tions :'j..':i]^i?lvefl is sufficient to convince any one without further demonstration. 
All of the rapids pilots I have heard on the subject, are unanimously of this 
opinion; so no apprehension need be felt, that by enlarging the narrow passes we 
shall lower the water ill the pools above, and cause new obsiructions. The effect 
Of fl sluice-way, two hundred feet wide, cannot sensibly affect the pool.-, with a. 
whole river for their supply ; and even if so, it can be remedied by depositing the 
excavated rook in the numerous small chutes. Sharp edges will, in most cases, 
be avoided at the sides of the channel, as (he improvement will be effected by 
removing narrow ledges that, at present, divide the channel, and the sides will 
remain as before." 

The blasting, in the operations heretofore performed, was effect- 
ed as economically ami as rapidly as on shore, the only drawback 
having been the limited number of days of low-water in which the 
work could be prosecuted, amounting to '28 days in the fall of 1828, 
and three months in 1839. The delnmeiit which these two rapids 
occasion to commerce is estimated by -Mr. ()' Sullivan, Civil Engi- 
neer, at $600,000 annually. (Report of G. K. Warren, Lima. 
Topt«jr-<i>lde,:il Etojinttrs U. iS. A. to Supt. of Western River Jm- 
pi-trftm.tnU, Mx. Doc. 104, 33rd Congress, 1st Sess., Mouse Heps.) 
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IMPROVEMENT OF THE FOX AND WISCONSIN 
RIVERS. 



Commencing at Green Buy, theliae of this route is up the valley 
of the Fox river, forty-six miles to Lake Winnebago; thence through 
this lake (or sixteen miles, to the mouth of the Upper Fox ; thence 
by that stream, 110 miles to Portage City, formerly Ft. Winnebago; 
thence by artificial canal, two miles, into the Lower Wisconsin; 
thence down that stream to its junction with the Mississippi, 115 
miles— making, in all, a distance of 283 miles. This route has been 
partially improved by a privale corporation, under the authority of 
the State of Wisconsin, but the navigation is precarious, steam- 
boats being able to ascend the Wisconsin only during the spring and 
fall freshets. 

"The descent of the Lower Wisconsin," says Mr. Jenne, the 
former Superintendent of this improvement, "is about one foot to 
the mile; it is from 500 to 1000 feet wide, with a current of two 
miles per hour. There is a channel, in all eases, of five to six feet 
deep, in low water; but this being crooked when the water spreads 
out, requires to be reduced in width, by means of wing-dams, 
when the river will make it own channel as it recedes from high 
to low water." 

The cost of improving the Lower Wisconsin, 115 miles in length, 
to a permanent depth of at least six feet, is estimated by Mr. 
Jenne at $250,000. The improvement of the Fox river, and a ca- 
nal at Portage City, have been made by locks and dams, and by 
dredging, by which, a permanent depth of four feet has been se- 
cured, from Portage City to Green Bay. The cost of enlarging 
the locks, so as to admit a boat 200 feet, long, and 34 feet beam, 
and deepening the channel to six feet, at the lowest stages, is esti- 
mated, by the same engineer, at $1,000,000, and the time required 
to complete the work, two years. 

Lieutenant Colonel Cram, of the Topogrnnhic;i.] Engineers, has 
proposed Lake Winnebago as a naval station for the Lakes. This 
lake is twenty-eight miles long, and ten broad; its circumference 
is 74 miles, and it covers 2 1 2 square miles ; and the depth of water 
off shore of only 600 feet, is from eight to eleven feet. Its eastern 
shore is bordered with a series of bluffs of limestone, which affords 
good material for construction, and at the same time, readily cal- 
cines into lime. Ship-timber, consisting of pine and oak, abounds 
in the immediate vicinity. The soil is good, and the climate 
healthy and invigorating. But the surface of Lake Winnebago is 
elevated Iti4 feet above that of Lake Michigan, and to enable a 
war-vessel 200 feet long, by 34 feet beam, and requiring a depth 
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of water of 12 feet, to pass from one lake to the other, would 
involve the construction and enlargement of some twenty locks, 
and the dredging of 24,000 cubic yards of silt at the mouth of Fox 
river — the whole expense of which, as estimated by Col. Cram, 
would be $1,6(12,384. 

There are sites for a naval station on the borders of Lake Michi- 
gan, which, while they possess all of the advantages enumerated 
by Col. Cram, are not subject to this serious disadvantage, of 
requiring a lockage of 160 feet, in a distance of 46 miles to reach 
the Lakes. For""example, between Little Traverse bay and the 
Michigan shore opposite Bois Blanc Island, there is a chain of 
hikes, deep and high-banked, some of which are from 10 to 15 
miles in length by . ; i in breadth, and elevated but a few feel above 
the surface of the, lake. Grand Traverse bay communicates with 
a similar series of inland sheets of water. A short passage com- 
municates with Elk lake, which is connected by an inconsiderable 
channel with Torch lake, which is 20 miles long and 8 miles broad, 
with a depth of over a thousand feet, while the harbor of the bay 
is secure and capacious. The height of this chain is but eight 
feet above the bay, so that while a single lock would admit of the 
passage of a vessel, at the same time would afford an unlimited 
water-power, at a point where it would be required. The head of 
Torch lake approaches within one-half mile of the bay, between 
which the excavation of a canal is entirely practicable. The scries 
of islands known as the Manitou, Fox, Beaver, Garden, and Hog 
Islands, afford shelter in every storm, while the spacious bays, 
Grand and Little Traverse, have yielded the deepest soundings 
yet attained in Lake Michigan. 

Mackinac, or rather the opposite points, Gros Cap and La 
Barb, as known to every one familiar with the Geography 
of the Lakes, is the key to Lake Michigan, and in a measure to 
Lake Superior. What Gibraltar is to the Mediterranean, what 
Constantinople is to the Bosphorus, what Quehee is to the St. 
Lawrence, Mackinac may be made to the North-West ; and the 
power which holds this important- passage can close it against ;'my 
naval enemy, and aflbnl ample protection to the fleets of commerce. 

As preliminary, therefore, to all defenses of the Northern Lakes, 
Mackinac should be made impregnable. A navy yard, at either 
point mentioned, would be rendered secure by the protecting guns 
of the Straits, and at the same time, the floating armaments would 
be within supporting distance; — ready to aid in repelling attack, 
or to float into Huron and Erie. 

The cost of such a work would be far less than that suggested 
by Col. Cram, and would be within cannon range of the waters 
on which the vessels were designed to float. {Communication of 
Lt. Col. T J. Cram.; Semite; Miscellaneous Doc. No. 14, Zlth 
Congress, 3rd Session.) 
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ENLARGEMENT OF THE NEW YORK CANALS. 



By a resolution of the Assembly of that State, passed March, 
1862, the State Engineer and Surveyor was directed to examine 
and report on the practicability of the enlargement of one tier of 
locks through the length of the Erie and Oswego canals, to 150 
feet in length and 25 feet in width, for the consideration of the 
General Government, as connected with the subject of lake and 
frontier- defense. 

In obedience to said resolution (Assembly Document No. 8), the 
State Engineer reported the cost of enlarging the canals to the 
above dimensions, so as to admit the passage of iron-clad gun- 
boats of the dimensions therein mentioned, as follows: 

Enlarging the locks on the Erie eana! $2,815,900.00 



The Committee of the Assembly thus speak of this proposed 
enlarged communication : 

"The enlarged Eric canal is of itself a splendid, though artificial river; it* depth 
of water is seven, ar.d it* bieauih seventy 1eet. It is reliable, constant and well- 
prod cteil, and 0:1 its peaceful bosom is borne it vast tonnage, immense wealth, and 
an almost imperial commerce. Tine, it is and wss designed as a great commercial 
channel, a highway for the products, whether agricultural or manufactured, of a 
vast country, to the best markets of that country and of the world; but it seems 
eminently proper that the ways and means thus furnished for the purpose of 
peaceful trade should be convened, in case of necessity, into a means of defense 
mid [no lection to that trade. It will be an era in the history of the nation and 
of putilie ejpemlililies, sviii-u money I- Kl'.vl! ' ii:(l for pmriy . !j-I-j ji ji -.-h- purposes fliall, 
in the largest and best sense, serve the ends and multiply the facilities of internal 

By an act of the Legislature of New York, passed April 22, 
1862, it is stipulated that, 

"Whenever the Government of the United States shall provide the mean*, either 
in cash, or sii per cent, stock or bond>. ruihiemalilc nithio So years, for d< frmiue; 
the cost of enlarging a single tier of locks, or building an additional der, in whole 
or in part, Upon the Erie and Oswego canals, including any necessary alteration of 
Baid canals, or other structures, lo :i size, sullieient to pass vess.-ls adequate to the 
defease of the Northern and North western Lukes, I lie Cunal .Hoard shall, without 
delay, put auch work under contract, in the manner required by law, to he con- 
struote.: and i-iimpli'ttrl ai the earliest praciicaile period, wi bout serious inter- 
ruption tii nsvigaouli : »'l-i power in toe discretion of the llanui Hoard to direct 
the conMrm-tion fit nf» . 'id independent loeks, iviicn formd more advaningeuu*.'' 

"On completing the said wotk on either of the said canals, the Government of 
the Un;t. t. .~lait> :lia~ l.ave the perpetual right of passing through the canals 
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thus enlarged or built, free from toll or charge, for its vessels of war, boats, gun- 
boat?, transports, troops, supplies or munitions of war, subject to the general 
regulations prescribed bj the State, from time to time, for the navigation of its 
canals." 

Inasmuch as the estimates of the State Engineer were assailed 
by the Military Committee of the House of Representatives of the 
Third Session of the H7th Congress, the General Assembly, at its 
last session, directed a re-survey of the said canals, by the State 
Engineer and a United States Engineer, with a view of adapting 
them to naval defense, and in reference to the cost, amount of 
water, etc. etc., which information will be laid before the Assem- 
bly at the next session. 

The memorial of the State Agent, the Hon. S. B. Rugglcs, fid- 
dressed to the President of the United States, and by him commu- 
nicated to Congress, and the memorial of the New York Chamber 
of Commerce, transmitted to the Senate of the United Slates, at 
the last session, contain a fund of statistical information as to the 
resources of the country, and the necessity of enlarged outlets, 
which is worthy the attention of every legislator. 

In this connection, is presented the subjoined comprehensive 
letter of the Hon. K. S. Benton, Auditor of the Canal Department 
of New York, in reference to the cost, financial condition, the 
amount of freight, and the lockage capacity of the Erie canal. 



Canal Department, ) 

Albany, May 29, 1863. ) 
Deak Sir: Heartily concurring in the objects expressed in the 
call for a National Convention to assemble at Chicago on the 2nd 
day of June next, and being unable to attend, I take the liberty 
of submitting some remarks relating to the subject that will be 
brought before the Convention for consideration and discission. 
I may say now that the points embraced in this communication 
are suggested by the resolution of the Honorable Canal Board of 
this State, a copy of which is annexed to this letter. They are — 

1. A statement of the cost of the Stare canals connecting the 
waters of the Hudson river with the Northern and Western 
lakes. 

2. A view of the present and prospective financial condition 
of the State relating to her canals. This is given to show her 
present inability to contribute materially as a State towards the 
objects contemplated by the Convention. 

3. A statement of the shipment of freights at the western 
termination of the Erie and the northern termination of the 
Oswego canals in 1860, 1861 and 1862; with the tide-water deliv- 
eries by the Erie canal of Western and Canadian products, during 
the same period; also showing the large annual increase both of 
shipments and deliveries. 
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4. A statement of the present lockage capacity of the Erie 
canal. The enlargement of this canal has been declared com- 
pleted. Some improvements in its water-channel may be needed 
to give boats si* feet draft of water, and an abundant appropriation 
has been made by the Legislature, and now awaits expenditure by 
the Canal Commissioners. 

1. Of the cost of construction- of the Eric, Champlain, and 
Oswego canals, and of the enlargement of the same. The cost 
of the other State canals is purposely omitted, as they have no 
direct connection with the trade of the Western States and 
Canada. 

Cost of construction and completion nf tbr< Krie and Chatnplain 
canals, acid of the en'argcment of the Locks on the Champion 

canal $12.1!1S.S99.S1 

Cost of the enlargement of the Erie canal, commenced in 1835. .. 31,2S-l,t>9ii.S0 
Cost of original construction, ami of the enlargement of the Oswego 

canal 8,077,420. S7 

$46,357,823.59 

In this statement I have not included the interest paid on loans 
for money borrowed for the construction, enlargement, and com- 
pletion of these works. Nor have I brought into account the 
annual expenditures and outlays for superintendence, collection of 

tolls, and l.he ordinary repairs and maintenance of these canals. 

2. Of the present canal debt of the State ; the reimbursement 
of which is, under the constitution of 184G, charged directly upon 
the canal tolls and revenues ; and it is made the duty of the State 
officers to levy a sufficient toll upon all boats and property passing 
on the canals, to meet the annual dnmrej imposed by the consti- 
tution, including the charges for ordinary repairs. 

1862. Sept. 30. Canal debt contracted prior to 1846, for the con- 
struction of ttic canals 88,839,024.76 

The canal debt contracted since 1846 and prior to I860, for the 

enlargement and completion of the canals ia,i')O(>,on-:').O0 

Total funded debt, charged on canai revenues $20,839,024.76 

The annual contribution required -w '.lie constitution to be made 
from hie canal tolls and revenues, to pay the interest and reim- 
burse the principal of the above ile!it as ':<., falii! d.;0, amounts to f'i.Slu, '<!:<. liS 

In addition to the above, there is a further annual constitutional 
charge upon these tolla, to reirubu -se the treasury, for the sum of 
¥- 1 !.o:l-.i.mt. : >,T02 1 advanced by the Treasury on" account of the 
canals belore 1846, of '. 660,000.00 

Total annual charge %?,v,\:,i\;n-L.\VA 

If the canal-revenne sinking funds are at any time deficient, the 
constitution requires an annual levy of direct taxes to make good 
such deficiency. 
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To the above must be added a further debt,* contracted forcanal 
purposes upon the credit, of the Btmo, prior to )8B4, to be 

rein bursed by dii-i ct taction, of $44 2,585.49 

And also a further debt contiaeleel fur like purposes in 1859, of. . 2,,Vni,()00.00 
Floating unfunded debt for claims due to contractoiK, and for land 

damages 1,51X1,000.00 

|4, 442,665.49 
The annual charge upon the treasury, to be --implied by direct taxa- 
tion to pay the interval am! reimburse the. pviijeii.'iil of the debt, 
so mucb of it as has been funded, amounts to $313,518.28 



RECAPITULATION. 

Stock-debt of the State, chargeable upon canal 
revenues $20,889,024.76 

Required annual contribution $3,866,242,63 

Stock and floating debt chargeable upon the 

treasury 4,412,585.49 

Required annual contribution, paid by direct taxa- 
tion S1S,.M8.33 

Totals $25,281,610.25 $3,679,160.91 

This annual contribution is in addition to the annual appropria- 
tion of $800,000, for superintendence, collection and ordinary 
repairs. 

Since 18B3 we have levied and collected direct taxes, and applied 

the f.u:,t: to the enlargement acid coo inlet ion of our eaoals, lothe 

Since 1854 we have railed taxes to supply the deficiencies in oar 

canal fink in <: funds to pay interest, to the amount of 8,318,448.21 

Raised by taxes to make genii.! canal-revenue d.-iieiei-.eies for the 

General Fund 2 1 , !31,H0O.O0 

Total taxation for canal purposes in nine years 110,858,620.80 

We have no available or vv'iabie means to pay off our present 
canal- floating debt of 11.500,000 due to our citizens, but a resort 
to the pockets of our tax-paying citizens. 

The constitution, in providing for the payment of our canal debt, 
makes no distinction between the debt contracted for the enlarge- 
ment and one incurred for the construction of the lateral canals. 

3. Of the shipments of Western and Canadian products. 

Shipments of freight at Buffalo in I860, were 1,113,754 tons, 

" " Tonawandft 116.502 " 

" " Oswego 151,900 " 

Total 1,982,156 tons. 

In 1861 there were cleared at Buffalo 1,679,748 tons. 

" " " Tonawanda 77,036 " 

" " " Oswego 609,222 " 

Total 2,2Cu')l'.'3 Lou-. 
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n 1RB2, cleared at Buffalo 1,980,946 ti 

" " Tonawatida 99,711 

" " Oawego 638,419 

Total 2,719,076 t 



I will now present the tide-water deliveries by the Erie canal 
from the Western States and Canada for several years : 



Shoui 'ix an increase of Western tonnage delivered at tide 
water since 1842, oc]iial to 1 1 7 1 ,','j pur cunt., and since 1852, 
equal to 225]^ per cent. 



The average cargo of boats It 



Who!e number of lockages at Alexander's Lock during 1842, was 22,869. 
" " " " » 1847, 4!"— ■ 

" " " " " 1852, 41.672. 



The rate of increase on the average of the cargoes of boats 
from period to period, is 55 per cent, 23 per cent., 25 per cent., 
and 67 per cent. 

4. Of the lockage capacity of the Erie canal. I now give 
my viewB of the capacity of the enlarged Krie canal, operated 
with single and double lonk* of the enlarged size. 

T assume the canal completed, with a water way of 70 feet by 7, 
giving to canal boats of the largest class six feet draft of water, 
and a e:i|>:u:ity tucrivry T.nftit bushel* of wheal, 210 tons. We can 
pass a boat through a single lock in ten minutes, or make 144 
lockages in twenty-four hours — 72 lockages each way, down and 
return, per day. During the season of navigation, 22~> days, we can 
pass through a single lock, 14,750 loaded boats, of 200 tons cargo 
each, and this gives an aggregate for the season of 3,240,000 tons. 
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This estimate is made on the assumption that the look is in good 
working order every day, that there are no breaks or detentions, 
and that the locks are well and properly attended by good lock 
tenders. 

Double locks will not perform double the service of a single 
one. But double locks have the capacity of making 40,000 
lockages in ;i season of navigation, or '2ti,000 each way. Some of 
our double locks have made 43,957 lockages in a season. On this 
basis the capacity of the double locks is 4,000,000 tons each way. 
An actual test would make the capacity of the double locks over 
the single locks larger than I have made it. 

The whole number of tons delivered at tide water from the Erie 
canal in 1862, was 2,917,094, including the tonnage from the 
Westen States, etc. The whole number of tons delivered in 1859, 
was 1,451,333 ; so that a prospective increase for the next three 
years equal to that from 1859 to 1663, will bring up our canal 
tonnage to the full capacity of our double locks. 

The entire limit of the working of the double locks at Alexan- 
der's would have been reached in 1862, with the tide water deliv- 
eries of 2,917,094 tons in boats carrying only 100 tons. The 
required lockages each way would have been 29,170 for the season, 
and 200 lockages per day. 

A recurrence to the shipment and delivery of Western products 
before noticed will show how rapidly we are approaching our 
maximum. 

Before we reach that point, however, our canal-debt will be so 
far reduced as to release our canal tolls from the yearly contri- 
bution of $1,700,000, when we shall be enabled to make a material 
reduction in our rates of toll. 

MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS, 

We have never imposed rates of toll for the express object of 
raising a surplus in excess of the constitutional charges upon the 
canal-revenues. We have obtained those surplus remainders at 
dinVveu;, periods, as the mere results (if a prosperous season's trallic. 

The rates of toll were so much reduced from those of 1857, by 
the action of the Canal Board and Legislature in 1858 and 1859, 
that the whole gross receipts from 3,781,684 tons of property 
carried in 1859, was only $1,723,915. Here we encountered a 
constitution id deficiency in revenue of more than $2, .500,000. 
This state of things: — lasting four years, with a prospect of continu- 
ance — would have carried the Erie canal even under the auc- 
tioneer's hammer. Better councils llian those of 1858-9 prevailed 
in 1860. We saw, or thought we saw, the State would lose the 
canals, or we must lake measures to restore the toll rates of 1857. 
By the toll-sheet adopted in the winter of 1860, we made a partial 
approach to the rates of 1857 from those of 1859. By the toll- 
sheet adopted before the 4th March, 1861, the rates of 1857 were 
attained on all Western products, except half a mill on wheat 
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and Sour. The rates on corn and corn meal were, in 1861, raised 
half a mill above those of 1857. In the winter of 1862 the rates 
on wheat and flour were brought to the standard of 1857. The 
rates of 1862 and 1863 arealike. The increase on wheat and 
floor in 1862 is no compensation to the State for the difference in 
the commercial value of the currency we receive for tolls, com- 
pared with the currency of 1857. 

Although not exactly in place, perhaps, it is just and proper, 
and within the scope of the authority under which I make this 
communication, that I should notice certain published allegations 
that materially affect the honor and dignity of our State. 

It has been asserted that we recently raised our rates of loll, 
and thus increased, by State authority, exactions upon Western 
produces, in consequence of the free navigation of the Mississippi 
river being closed to the loyal people of the Western States. 
Was that navigation closed before the 4th of March, 1861 ? The 
free navigation of that river was obstructed by an act of the 
rebel Congress in February, 1861, and the first hostile gun was 
fired in Charleston It arbor in April following. Neither the fact of 
obstruction, nor the anticipation of it, had any influence whatever 
in fixing the rates of tolls upon our canals. 

Whatever of our wealth an<l means, bo they much or little, or 
whatever of men or material may be required to open the Father 
of Waters to the free occupancy ami enjoyment of our loyal 
brethren of the Western State.*, New York does not hesitate to 
give freely; when she does, then she may be justly charged, but 
not before, with imposing exactions upon the necessities of her 
loyal neighbors. This charge against the State is unkind, unde- 
served, and not justified by the facts of the case. 

There may have been just causes of complaint in respect to the 
high rate of freight-charges the two past years; and if so, the 
following exhibit may explain to what extent this State and the 
carriers have participated in these high rates. 

ChjhOKS HV THE BcrrjlLO Roctk. 

In 1861 the highest monthly freight average on wheat from «■ to- fr. 

*..'! .it- iii^ij to hew Vui-k, pi; i- bu-lid, was $0 S8 9.4 

Lowest monthly average 0.172.5 

Average for the season 0.27.2 8 

State canal tolls, 80.05.1.7 per bushel 

1862. Highest monthly average JO. 84. 9. 4 

Lowest monthly average 0.90.3. 1 

Average for the season 0.26.3.3 

State canal tolls, $0.06.2.1 per bushel. 

For these toll-charges, New York furnished 345 miles of 
artificial navigation. 

The freight charges by the Oswego route were very nearly the 
same both years, 
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J n cloning this communication, I have only to repeat here an 
opinion I have long entertainer!, that if we desire to increase the 
facilities of transit from the Lakes to the Atlantic by the way of 
the New York canals, we can only do so by enlarging the locks, 
so as to permit the pas sage of vessels through the present water- 
channels adapted to the use of steam entirely, and of sufficient 
capacity to carry 18,000 or 20,000 bushels of wheat. Any change 
from six feet draft of water, and an elevation of tbe bridges over 
twelve feet above tbe present surface line of the waters of the 
canal, would be impracticable, where the canal passes through our 
cities and villages. No satisfactory estimate ever can be made 
of the cost of such change. 

The necessities of a reduction in the cost of transit on Western 
products to the Atlantic are too apparent to require examinaiion 
or discussion ; and it appears we have now reached a period when 
we should initiate measures with a view of providing facilities for 
the transport of tbe increasing products of the Western and 
North-western States. 

I hope and trust these great objects will be accomplished by 
the wisdom and forecast of the Convention, about to assemble 
at Chicago. 

I am very respectfully, etc., 

N. S. BENTON. 

J. W. Fostkb, Esq., 

Secretary at Large, Chhviijr,, 

At a meeting of the Canal Board of the State of New York, 
held at the Canal Department, the 25th day of May, 1863. 

Present: The Lieutenant-Governor, Comptroller, Secretary of 
State, State Engineer and Surveyor, and Canal Commissioners 
Alberc.bk, Wright, and Skinner. 

The Comptroller offered the following preamble and resolution, 
which were adopted : 

Whereas, The Canal Board has been informed that the Governor haa 

dc'Risruuli.'it tlit Hon. N.iTiiaMO. S. Bknton, Auditor of tin: Cuna] Department, as 
one of the delegates fYom tliis Statu to thu I"! (invention to be held at Uhicngo, on 
the 2nd day of June nest, for the purpose of con-ii.k-i he: the subject of obtaining 
increased facilities fortrarisprntation of produce and merchandise between tide- 
water and the Western and Northwestern States; Ann whereas, it is desirable 
that such Convention slmuld be fully <ird accurately informed as to the 
position of the State of New York in this respect, of the nature and extent of 
her public works, and of the great exertions and expenditures which her people 
have made in the constiuction of such works, as well as of their desire to 
cooperate with their Western brethren in the largest spirit of liberality consistent 
with j-.sriee, and the }ires.-rvntirin of the public faith ; 

Therefore, be it Resohetl, That the Auditor be requested on behalf of the Canal 
Hoard, to attend the s-dd ('oeveniion, to the end that it may, so fsir as practica- 
ble, avail itself of his long experience, his aeeur.iti- -tali-tic;!' knowledge in regard 
to tbe extent of OHr public works, their cost, the debt and taxation incurred in 
their construction, their capacity, the eitent of their business and revenue, the 
rates of toll, and such other details as may be deemed important by the said 
Convention. 
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-AS TO THE PHYSICAL CHARACTER OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI. 



The following information respecting the regimen of the Upper 
Mississippi and its tributaries, and which has a direct bearing on 
thenature of the water-corn in imitation between the Great Valley 
and the Great Lakes, is compiled from the " Reportupon the. Phy- 
sics and Hydraulics of th<\ Mhsis-Appi River, by C'apt. A. A. 
Humphreys, and Lieut, H. L. Abbot, of the Corps of Topo- 
graphical Engineers V. S. A.; and published itnder the authority 
of the War Department, 1881 ;— one of the ablest and moat philo- 
sophical works, on the hydraulics of running water, to be found 
in the whole range of s 



This is ranch the largest of any of the tributary basins of the 
Mississippi, and has its sources in a region traversed by lofty 
mountain chains. The size of the river is disproportionately small 
compared with the area traversed. Its annual discharge is only 
about three-fourths that of the Ohio, although its basin is nearly 
two and a half times as large. 

Its range between low and high water at its mouth, is about :!5 
feel; 20 at St. Joseph's, and at Fort Benton, about 6 feet. Its 
average high-water width for GOO miles above its mouth is 300 feet. 
The regimen of the Missouri above Milk river, according to Lieut. 
Grover, is as fallows: Owing to the great elevation of its sources, 
the melting of the snows begins to swell the torrent early in the 
spring and goes on gradually to higher elevations, as the season 
advances, constantly diminishing until August, when it commences 
falling. The depth of water for the first of June is ;i feet; first of 
July, 2\ feet; first of August, 2 feet ; and first of September, 1 foot. 

The navigation of the Lower Missouri, according to Lieut. War- 
ren, is generally closed by ice at Sioux city by the 10th of Novem- 
ber. The rainy season commences between the 15th of May and 
the 30th of June, and lasts about two months, during which the 
river is in good boating stage. 

The floods from melting snows reach the lower river about the 
1st of July, which generally last a month. 

The American Fur Company's boats arc the largest class of 
freight-boats that navigate the Missouri, cirrying from 150 to 200 
tons to the Yellowstone, a distance of 1900 miles, ami drawing 
from 3 to 4j feet water. One of the greatest obstructions to the 
navigation of this river, consists in the great number of snags or 
trees, which render it necessary for the boat to lie by at night, and 
thus occasions a loss of nearly half of their running time. 
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The least low-water depth on the bars at Ft. Benton, Sioux City, 
St. Joseph and at its mouth, is 1.0 foot. Its width at Ft. Benton is 

4,jjy0 feet, and at the inout.li, 3,000 ; the mean discharge per secmid 
is 120,000 cubic feet. 

THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

Is navigable 80 miles above the Falls of St. Anthony ; but at 
this point occurs a perpendicular fall of 40 feet, with a formidable 
rapid above and below — the entire fall, being 65 feet. The range 
between high and low-water level is about 20 feet near Sandv Lake 
river; 20 at St. Paul; 10 at La Crosse; 12 at Prairie du Chien; 
16 at Rock Island; 20 at Hannibal, and 35 at the mouth. 

Its average width below Ft, Snelling is about one mile. The 
least low-water depth ou the bar is 2.0 teet between St. Paul and 
Prairie du Chien, and 2.0 between Rock Island rapids and the 
mouth of the Missouri, and 2.0 between St. Louis and Cairo. The 
mean discharge per second is 105,000 cubic feet. 

With regard to the Lower Mississippi, the least low-water, be- 
tween Cairo and Memphis, is 6.0 feet; and between Gaines' and 
Red-river landing, 6.0 feet 

The width between the banks varies from 2,500 to 4,500 feet ; 
the annual discharge is 21,300,000,000,000 cubic feet, or 75,000 
cubic feet per second. 

onio BASIN. 

The Ohio river, throughout its whole length (075 miles) in low 
water, is a succession of pools and ripples, and is devoid of falls, 
except at Louisville, where it descends twenty-six feet in three 
miles. The range between extreme low and extreme high water 
is about 45 leet. At Wheeling it is 45 feet; at Louisville, 42 feet 
on the Falls, and 64 feet below them; at Evansville, 40 feet ; at 
Paducah, 51 feet; at the mouth of the river, 51 feet. The least 
low-water depth on the bars, from the mouth of the river to Padu- 
cah, is about 3.0 feet; thence to Louisville, 1.5 ; thence to Cincin- 
nati, 2.0 to 2.5 feet; thence to Wheeling, 1.0 foot. 

The mean width of the river, between Pittsburgh and Pt Pleas- 
ant is 1,000 feet at low water, and 1,200 feet at high water; but at 
the mouth it expands to about 2,oDO and 3,000 feet. It discharges 
annually about five trillions of cubic feet, or ahmit one fourth of the 
annual discharge of the Mississippi. The usual succession of the 
stages of the. water is as follows: January, the river is frozen ; 
February, breaking up, and high ; March, high ; April, high ; May, 
falls somewhat; June, rises again; July, fall's, and is low"; August, 
very low; September, very low; October, very low; November, 
rises; December, well up. In August and September it is only 
navigable for boats of 18 inches draft. 

It is evident, from these slatis!i,-s, that a canal between the Val- 
ley of the Mississippi and the Great Lakes, preserving a uniform 
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depth of seven feet during the period of navigation, from April to 
November, would afford a better navigation than that of any of 
the tributaries of the Mississippi, or even the main river itself. In 
the summer and autumn, while the river-navigation would be im- 
peded, and, at certain points, practically suspended, the canal- 
navigation would be in perfection ; on the other hand, in the winter 
and spring, while the canal -navigation was suspended by ice, the 
river-navigation would be at its highest stage. Thus, a choice of 
markets would be opened to every producer in the Great Valley, 
by a water -communication, cheap and expeditious, through which 
his crops would move as soon as harvested. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 



FROM HON. EDWARD BATES, 

Attorney General of /?,,■ riiilfi. S'a'it. 

Washington, May 27, 1863. 

Mt Dear Sir: — Until two days ago, I had confidently hoped to 
be with you at the Canal Convention, to be held at Chicago on the 
second of June; but I am disappointed. And it is a realdisap- 
pointment to me, for I am not only deprived of the pleasure and 
instruction anticipated at the Convention, but I am balked, also, in 
my intended visit to my own city, St, Louis, which I have not seen 
for more than two years. 

It is my misfortune, and I am a great loser by it. But I cannot 
control the circumstances which seem to make it my duty to re- 
main, for the present time. 

I did feel an ambition to take some little part in the effort now in 
progress, to advance your great and beneficent object — to cast in 
one drop to swell the current of your noble enterprise. I am 
identified with the Great Valley by nearly fifty years of residence 
and labor in it; and I have some appreciation of its boundless 
capabilities, which need no tiling to secure success that will aston- 
ish the world, but the wise exercise of the good sense of the nation, 
and the prudent application of its means. 

Our Valley presents an anomaly in geographical science. It is 
the only instance that I know of, where two mighty rivers occupy 
one and the same valley — and that valley the largest, richest, most 
inviting to human labor, on the face of the globe ; for there is no 
mountain, no dividing ridge, between the Mississippi and the St. 
Lawrence. 

I am really sorry I cannot be with you; for (to confess my weak- 
ness) I did wish to make a speech before your Convention, upon 
some of the topics which must come under discussion there — topics 
somewhat familiar to me for nearly half si century, and always full 
of interest and hope. 

I remain, sir, with great respect, 

Hon. I. N. Arnold. EDWD. BATES. 



FROM HON. CHARLES SUMNER, 

A Senator of the United Statu*, from Matsackmttti. 

Washington, May 27, 1863. 
Gentlemen :~ I must resign reluctantly the opportunity with 
which I am favored by your invitation, and content myself with 
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reading the report of your powerful and well organized meeting at 
Chicago, without taking any part in it. 

Tin- proposition t.i> unite the greatest navigable river of the world 
with the greatest inland sea, is characteristic of the West; the 
river is worthy of the fountain ; and the fountain is worthy of the 
river. The mere idea of joining these together, strikes the imag- 
ination as something original. But the highest beauty is in utility, 
which will not be wanting here. With this union, the Gulf of 
Mexico will be joined to the Gulf of St Lawrence, and the whole 
continent, from Northern cold to Southern heat, traversed by one 
generous flood, bearing upon its bosom untold commerce. 

It will be for the West to consider well the conditions of this 
enterprise, and the advantages it will secure. Let its practicability 
be demonstrated, and the country will command it to be done, as it 
has already commanded the opening of the Mississippi. Triumph- 
ant over the wickedness of an accursed rebellion, here will be 
another triumph, which will be among the victories of Peace. 

To this magnificent work science must contribute her resources. 
But there is something which is needed, even to quicken and 
inspire science ; it is the unconquerable will, which does not yield 
to difficulties, but presses forward to overcome them. There is no 
word which is used with more levity than the word "impossible." 
A scientific professor declared in a public address, that the navi- 
gation of the Atlantic by steam was "impossible." Within a few 
weeksit was done. The British Prime Jlinisterdeclared in Parlia- 
ment that the construction of a canal between the Mediterranean and 
the Red sea was "impossible." The Pacha of Egypt, with French 
engineers, is now doing it. Mirabeau was right when he protested 
against the rise of this word, as simply stupidity. But I doubt if 
this will be found in any Western Dictionary. 

Believe me, gentlemen, with much respect, 

Very faithfully yours, 

CHARLES SDMNER. 

To Hon. Jimbs Eobk, I. K. Arnold, and others of the Committee, etc., etc 



FROM HIS EXCELLENCY, RICHARD YATES, 

Governor ef Illinois, 

Executive Department, 

Spbinqeield, June 1st, 1833. 

Gentlemen ; — I received your invitation to be present at the 
Ship- Canal Convention, on the 2nd day of June, and though I hope 
to reach your city, yet my health will not be sufficiently recovered 
to take any active participation in the proceedings of the Con- 
vention. 

I beg leave, however, most heartily and most fully to indorse 
the olivet of your assembling, not only as of most vital importance 
to Illinois, within whose boundaries one of the most important 
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worts to be considered by you, is to be located, but as affecting 
the interests, welfare and destinies of every State so materially, us 
to challenge the hearty and united co-operation of the whole 
country. 

I regard this enterprise as combining, in three comprehensive 
degrees, principles and purposes which should commend it to every 
patriot and philanthropist. 

That which adds to our commercial prosperity, increases our 
military strength, and tends to cement our Union, should certainly 
enlist a large share of our earnest consideration. 

Deeply solicitous as to the result of the great struggle, now going 
on for our glorious Union, (in which, may God grant the victory 
to our noble patriots perilling their Jives upon the battle-field for 
the cause of Union, liberty and morality,} I look upon the comple- 
tion of this truly national enterprise as next in importance to the 
salvation of the country. 

He who establishes his claim as a patron of the work, helps to 
advance in the highest degree our national prosperity, to establish 
our military supremacy on the continent, and to bind in more indis- 
soluble bonds the States of our Union. He proposes by this most 
important link in the chain of international communication, to ena- 
ble the General Government to grasp the great Father of Rivers 
in one hand, and the great system ol Northern Lakes in the other, 
and to say to all enemies of our Union: 

"What God and Nature, the arts, sciences, and civilization have 
joined together, let not the spirit of disunion, the incidental obsta- 
cles of material progress, or the barbarism of a society founded 
upon a system of unrequited labor, put asunder." 

The completion of this work would bring our agricultural and 
manufacturing interests into closer proximity, and would add im- 
mensely to tbe amount and profit of our productions ; while by the 
saving in transportation, the consumer in our own and foreign 
countries would receive every commodity at a much reduced price. 
Already the London Times and other organs predict that, if this 
and similar works connecting the Western States with the seaboard 
are completed, the farmers of Great Britain must turn their atten- 
tion to other crops than cereals ; while the Irish newspapers assert, 
that the agricultural products of that country, for which Great 
Britain has heretofore been the market, could not withstand the 
competition with this country. 

Under the present incomplete means of transportation, it costs 
more than the price at which corn may be profitably grown in Illi- 
nois, to convey it to the seaboard and to Europe ; and it is only in 
time of famine or great scarcity that we are able to compete with 
the dependencies of Great Britain in her markets. Let, however, 
enlarged facilities of transit be created between the West and the 
seaboard, and Indian com may be used in Great Britain, not only 
as it now is, for human food, but for fattening cattle, hogs, sheep, 
etc. And when these facilities are created, which will be very 
soon, if Eastern and Western enterprise unite in the great purpose, 
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the Illinois farmers, by the aid of improved agricultural and im- 
proved farming machinery, oan distance all continental European 
competitors in the British markets, while the agricultural suprem- 
acy of the "Western States will be established for all time in the 
world's markets. 

With soils of exhaustless capacity for production, with a hardy 
and intelligent yeomanry, and with such rivers, railroads, canals 
and lakes, Agriculture will have her millemum in the North- West, 
and reap harvests such as the world never saw; and at the same 
time, by day and by night, myriads of engines will bring back, over 
the same channels of trade, the manufactured products of the East, 
to supply an ever-increasing demand, thus adding immensely to the 
profits of every producer, manufacturer and laborer, and to the 
general wealth of the country. 

As a question of military supremacy, the merest tyro in the art 
of war must sec that the power which possesses the naval command 
of the Lakes must have the command of all the territory bordering 
on them, either tor offense or defense. The Mississippi pierces the 
Cotton Slates of the South, divides them in twain, and gives them 
virtually into the hands of the power that has the control of that 
stream. The Lakes of the North pierce the great agricultural 
region of the North-West, and give it into the hands of the power 
that controls them. We cannot, in the event of a war with Eng- 
land, successfully carry on military operations against Canada, 
unless we hold the Lakes as the basis of such operations. Nor 
can Canada successfully engage in military operations against the 
Western States, unless she controls the Lakes as the basis of such 
operations. 

It is related that, towards the close of the last war with Great 
Britain, the ministry of that country proposed to the Duke of 
Wellington that he would take command of the British army in 
Canada. That able general and statesman, it is said, answered 
that he could only do so on condition that his land operations 
should be seconded by a fleet upon the Lakes, sufficiently numerous 
and powerful to sweep them throughout their whole extent. This 
not being conceded to him, and probably rendered impossible by 
the victories of Perry, McDonough, and others of our naval heroes 
of that day, or peace having shortly afterwards been declared, the 
project of sending the conqueror of Napoleon to head the armies 
then operating against the United States was abandoned. But the 
British Covernraent never has forgotten the principle upon which the 
Duke of Wellington proposed to conduct the campaign. It imme- 
diately proceeded to complete a series of canals in the Canadas, 
which have not only added greatly to the commercial prosperity of 
these Provinces, but also rendered it possible for the mother coun- 
try, at any time, to undertake offensive operations against the 
United States, without the necessity of maintaining an additional 
fleet upon the Lakes. 

At present, then, the power to control the great Northern Lakes 
is in the hands of the British Government, since by her system of 
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canals, she can, in a few days or weeks at farthest, place a fleet of 
two hundred or two hundred and fifty gun-laoats (always kept in 
readiness in her home dock-yards) upon them. This fleet could 
not only annihilate our commerce, but place all of the lake cities, 
without a single exception, at the mercy of the invader. We 
would thus commence the war under disadvantages, which only 
the most heroic exertions and most terrible sacrifice of men and 
material could overcome. 

Give us, however, a water-communication of the seaboard and 
the Lakes with the Mississippi and its tributaries, by a ship-canal of 
superior or equal dimensions with those of the Canadas, and we 
would be placed on equal terms with Great Britain, and readily 
transfer our fleet of gun boats and transports and munitions of war 
to the Lakes, and our armies to their shores, ready to drive back the 
invading enemy. 

But, if it is granted that such a work would add greatly to our 
military power and naval prestige, and commercial facilities, then 
its benefits as an additional bond of Union, must be admitted. It 
would indeed be an additional link to the chain of artificial com- 
munication which now binds the East and West, and the first of 
which was forged, in so many and appaling difficulties, by the ever- 
to-be- remembered De Witt Clinton, when he completed the New 
York and Erie canal. That work was the first and enduring tri- 
umph of art over nature, on the continent. It has been followed 
by many other victories and achievements of American genius and 
enterprise, scarcely less renowned than those of war itself. We 
have but to look at the vast net- work of railroads, traversing every 
part of the country ; the long trains of cars which sweep at the rate 
of forty miles per hour along the cragged sides of the Alleghanics; 
the untiring tramp of the iron horse over unmeasured leagues, 
across rapid rivers, and through perforated rock, and cliff, and hill; 
to be convinced that there is no undertaking, wiMiiu the range of 
possible achievement, which cannot be accomplished by American 
genius, skill, and enterprise. 

The time has now come, and will not longer be delayed, when 
the last and strongest connecting links in the chain, and by 
far the most important works in a military and commercial point 
of view, must be completed. We cannot look over the magnifi- 
cent outlines of this country without seeing that the works pro- 
posed by this Convention are not only material and proper, but in 
the course of events inevitable. The Mississippi and Missouri, 
4,000 miles in length, and with their tributaries, comprising 20,000 
miles of inland navigation, with numerous flourishing States and 
Territories upon their banks, and floating hundreds of millions of 
commerce on their currents, have for some months been closed to 
our commerce, by a blockade which could not have been main- 
tained for one month, if the ship-canal from the Illinois river to 
Chicago, and uninterrupted water transit to the Eastern cities, 
had existed. The existence of actual war is an argument which 
our people fondly hoped never to have had, but it now loudly de- 
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mands the construction of this canal as the first military necessity; 
to prepare the country not only for the highest, commercial advance- 
ment, but for any warlike emergencies which may arise, and as a 
perpetual bond of union between the Eastern and Western and 
Gulf States. Railroads penetrating our land throughout its whole 
extent, our rivers and lakes improved and united, ocean brought 
to ocean, the East to the West and the South to both, the strong 
cords of social and commercial intercourse will be stronger bonds 
of Union than all the constitutions man ever framed. Rome main- 
tained her supremacy by means of her public highways. They 
ox tended from the city a distance of four thousand Roman miles. 
They reached to her remotest frontier, established her supremacy, 
and floated her imperial eagle over one hundred and twenty mil- 
lions of subject people. They united to herself, as to a common 
centre, all the distant parts of universal Empire. 

In the consideration of these great measures, there is no propri- 
ety in any appeal to sectional prejudice ; for, if heretofore the con- 
struction of a ship-canal from the Illinois river to Lake Michigan 
may have been considered not as a national work, and therefore 
not a proper subject for appropriations from the Federal Treasury, 
that objection no longer exists. 

I would not say a word in disparagement of the patriotism and 
valor of the Eastern or Middle States, for in every battle of the 
present war they have fought with more than Roman heroism, and 
not only in victory, but in the face of defeat and fearful slaughter, 
stormed the most impregnable batteries, never giving an inch or 
yielding ground till the order to retreat was given. At the same 
time, all will admit that the North- West has also come up nobly to 
the support of the war and the Government. Covered all over with 
glory, resplendent with the lustre of the achievements of her sons 
on so many glorious battle-fields, and still ready to pour out the 
last drop other blood, and to exhaust the last cent of her treasure 
to restore the Union and to save from destruction of traitor hands 
this last hope of humanity, and this beautiful temple of human 
freedom, she now trusts and believes, and this Convention is assur- 
ance of the fact, that in the disbursements of Federal money for 
military and naval purposes, the North- West will not be denied the 
small sum for the object this Convention has in view, essential in 
time of war for her defense, and to the protection of the whole 
Union. 

Thank God, I have no fear of disunion. God himself has writ- 
ten Union upon the face of our country. Its lakes and rivers, and 
railroads, its whole configuration, proclaim it the home of one 
people — and that people increasim; in numbers and moving on in 
their mighty career, renowned in art*, in science, in arms, and pre- 
senting to mankind the example of a government, happier, more 
renowned, glorious and free than the history of the world has yet 
recorded. Upon her past history mighty memories rise and cluster, 
but they are as nothing to the visions of splendor, power and 
grandeur, which under enterprises like this, lor which you are 
assembled, are to blazon the pathway of her glory in the future. 
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From early boyhood to the present hour, I have had the bright 
dream that God had showered down his blessings upon this my 
native land, as the chosen theatre upon which civilization, the arts 
and sciences, Christianity and freedom, should display to mankind 
the loftiest achievements of a true Christian civilization, and the 
proudest national glories; and, by the blessing of God, I will con- 
tinue to believe, through all the years of the future, as long as the 
Mississippi shall flow, or Lake Michigan shall heave with surging 
billows, that from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from the Bay of Fun- 
dy in the North to the Gulf of Mexico in the South, we shrill have 
one unbroken Union of States, whose hundreds of millions of 
people shall speak the same language, live under the same consti- 
tution, and high over all shall float the same flag of freedom and 
National Union. 

In conclusion, trusting that a spirit of harmony may attend all 
your deliberations, and that they may conduce in the highest de- 
gree to the noble and useful objects at which they aim, 
I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

RICHARD YATES. 

To James Robb, Esq., Hon. I. N. Arnold, and othera, Committee. 



FROM HON. JUSTIN F. MORRILL, 

A Member of the Souw of Representative/! from Vermont. 

Stafford, Vt., May 25, 1863. 

Dfar Sir: — Until recently I have expected to be present, by 
your invitation, at the Ship-Canal Convention, but at this moment, 
though still proposing a Western journey, I find some business 
engagements will retard my departure, so that I may not reach 
Chicago until some days after the 2nd proximo. 

The importance of a great canal — greater than we yet possess — 
between the Mississippi and the Lakes, will hardly be questioned 
in any quarter, and is obviously on a par with that connecting the 
Lakes with the Atlantic. It is a link in the magnificent American 
chain of water- communications — coast, lake, river, and canal — 
circling more than hull' the States, and draining — therefore, hardly 
less useful— most of the remainder, and its perfection will not be 
and ought not to be abandoned, nor long postponed. Our annual 
experience shows the existing means of water- trail sit across our 
northern borders are inadequate. The recent enlargement of the 
New York and Erie canal is such a financial success that it maybe 
reasonably expected to assure a further and sufficient enlargement 



tny probable requirements. But the Illinois portion of the 
great business-channel exhibits the greatest inadequacy, involves 
the largest expenditure, and merits the earliest consideration. 

Those in favor of developing the vast dormant land-capital of the 
Western States, of increasing the value of labor, and of' unfolding 
and securing the power of the United States, have often eloquently 
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portrayed the value of the contemplated improvements, and their 
arguments cannot be bettered by repetition. 

The New York and Erie canal has not only been productive on 
the capital invested, but has created much wealth beyond its local 
limits — fertilizing the sources of its business quite as extensively 
as its ddiouchure, where it discharges its overflowing commodities, 
and inundates the great marts of the world. 

The natural vent of the Lakes, the St. Lawrence, runs too near 
polar ice, as well as through a foreign land. Commerce and travel 
required a more direct and feasible outlet, and found it through the 
colossal enterprise of De Witt Clinton. In the absence of this, many 
of the now thrifty denizens of the West would have been too poor 
to have reached their homes in the New World, or would have 
been lost in Canadian forests; and they must, therefore, have 
remained in other hands, or hung like drift-wood on the shores 
wherever landed. 

The utterance of truth only reveals the magnitude of such works. 
The still small waters, under the guidance of skillful engineers, are 
potent in turning the- business of the world into its most stirring 
and lucrative channels. 

A glance at the map discloses the fact that the proposed ship- 
eanal, compared with the New York canal, and with an equally 
unfailing capacity, will attract the commerce of a territory not 
interior in extent nor less abundant in its productions. No more 
need he asked. These productions, though now mainly pastoral 
and agricultural, may he expected, at a very early day, through the 
aid exuberant coal has supplied for cheap steam power, to assume 
all the forms of diversified manufactures, and thus concentrate, 
perhaps, a denser population than will then he found elsewhere upon 
the American continent. 

The work is bound to succeed. If only private enterprise em- 
barks the capital required, it will go on to substantial completion, 
and being thus most economically managed, will take rank among 
the solid dividend-paving stocks. 

The work is bound to succeed. If the State of Illinois alone 
should take charge of the work, who would doubt it? Her re- 
sources are ample, and the ultimate return with gain is nearly if 
Dot quite absolute. 

The work is bound to succeed. For the day will soon come, I 
am persuaded, when the Federal Government, without peril to its 
own vitality, will be able to devote some share of its large resources 
to an object of conceded national importance. If the work to be 
done is great, the want of it is equally great and ever increasing, 
Even had the passage to be hewn out of the rock, I should look 
for its accomplishment. It is but the removal of earth, and requires 
the spade. 

I have often seen portions of the prairies of the West, and 
always with increasing admiration. Large numbers of people have 
removed thither from this section of the country, and like other 
Eastern points, transferred to a more fertile soil, I know their 
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dimensions always expand. I shall ever bail with joy whatever 
contributes to the the improvement of any portion of our country 
or its people, and especially of the West, "for we be brethren." 
I regret that I cannot be present on an occasion of so much 
interest. 

Very truly yours, 

JUSTIN 8. MORRILL. 
Messrs. Jaues Robb, I. N. Arnold, and others, Committee, Chicago, 111. 



FROM HON. W. A. RICHARDSON, 

A Senator of th* United States from Illinois. 

Quincv, III., May 16, 1863. 
My Dkar Sik: I am in receipt of yours of the 14th, I fear it 
will be impossible for me to be at Chicago on the 2nd of June. 
Mrs. Richardson is very ill, so much so that I cannot leave her 
bed-side only for a few hours at a time. While I hope for her res- 
toration to health, I cannot hope such improvement as will enable 
me to leave her by that time. I will only add that I regard the 
construction of a ship-canal from the Lakes to the Mississippi river, 
as equal in importance to the whole country, cither in war or peace, 
to any that has ever been proposed on the continent. I regret 
that I cannot hope to be with you at the time proposed. 

W. A. RICHARDSON. 



FROM HON. S. 0. FESSENDEN, 

A Representative in Congress front Mains, 

Rockland, Mb., May 20, 3 863. 
Messrs. James Robb, Esq., Hon. I. N. Aenold, and gentlemen 
of the Committee on Invitations: 

It is with pleasure I acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
April 16th, inviting me to be present at a National Convention to 
be held in Chicago on the 2nd day of June next, for the purpose of 
considering the importance of enlarging the canals between the 
Mississippi and the Atlantic, with the view of increasing their effi- 
ciency as national, commercial and military works, and as tending 
to promote the development, prosperity and unity of the whole 
country. 

I regret my inability, urging from Imsmirss engagements, to par- 
ticipate in the proceedings of the Convention. 

May I be permitted to add— the Convention cannot even esti- 
mate the importance, in my opinion, of the object which it has in 
view. During the session of the 3Tth Congress, of which I had 
the honor of being a member, I gave this subject no little atten- 
tion ; and, as the results of my investigations, I was convinced, 
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that such was its relation to the material interests of the nation, 
in any point of view, that, could the people but have the light 
which already it is in the power of facts to give them, they would 
be absolutely importunate, until the object is accomplished. Con- 
scqently the "Act to construct a ship-canal for the passage of 
armed and naval vessels from the Mississippi river to Lake Michi- 
gan, and for the enlargement of the locks of the Erie canal and 
the Oswego canal of New York, to adapt them to the defense of 
the Northern Lakes," had my early and most earnest support; 
and no man more deeply regretted its failure to pass the House 
than rays elf. 

It is my hope, therefore, that the Convention will lay the facts 
before, the people, and I predict such measures, as the result of 
this course, as will speedily accomplish the work — a work which 
will so greatly augment the prosperity, and contribute to the unity 
of the country, that its projectors will be remembered amongst 
their country's benefactors. 

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, 

Your ob't serv't, 

SAM'L C. PESSENDEN. 



FROM HON. J. M. EDMUNDS, 

CfWfl&s&mtfr of the General L<m<l OJflce, 

Detroit, Michigan, May 26, 1803. 

Hon. I. N. Arnold. Sir: I have to thank you for the circular 
of invitation to the National Clui:i1 Enlargement Convention, to be 
held at Chicago on the 2nd of June next Prior engagements are 
likely to prevent my compliance withyourrequest; butneither the 
presence nor absence of any individual can materially affect the 
onward progress of the great measure you have under considera- 
tion. 

The military, commercial, and agricultural necessities, and the 
interests of the country, alike demand the speedy completion of 
the contemplated improvement. When the Pacific railroad shall 
have stretched its iron ligaments from the Mi-^issippi to the Sacra- 
mento, and the flood of commerce and travel which must seek this 
route from Eastern Asia and Western Europe, shall meet in the 
Valley of the Mississippi, the vast products and population of tli at 
region, the present facilities of movement will be literally blocked 
up — suffocated, so to speak. 

The great Lakes and the Mississippi combined, can alone afford 
relief, and their waters must be made to commingle by a channel 
that can bear, without hindrance, the naval and commercial ma- 
rine of the country, and (lie moving masses of people residing upon 
their shores and borders. And it is of equal importance that these 
facilities be extended to the Atlantic, within the territorial limits 
of the great Republic. 

When the power of this nation shall be vindicated, and its per- 
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petuity secured, by the complete suppression of the existing infa- 
mous rebellion, as soon will be the case, we shall as a people enter 
upon a career of enterprise, prosperity, and grandeur, never before 
witnessed. Wealth, population, and power will flow in upon us 
from every point of the compass. Our railroads, rivers, lakes, 
mines, plains, and forests, all will be made to contribute to our 
greatness, and facilities for the movement of property and people 
will be demanded taster than they can he constructed. San Fran- 
cisco, St. Louis, New Orleans. Piusbm-gh, Chicago, Detroit, Buf- 
falo, New York, and intermediate localities, will become the points 
of distribution for the congregated wealth and population of the 
country, and will grow with its developments. 

They must be connected by ample facilities of transportation 
and travel. I have neither time nor space to allude to the econom- 
ical advantages of your projected improvement. These are appa- 
rent, and may be proved to the satisfaction of all. You must 
persevere, and you will certainly achieve success, to which I will 
gladly con tribute, to the extent of my power and ability. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 

"J. M. EDMUNDS. 



FROM HON. D. DAVIS, 

Ont of the Justices of the Swpreme Cmrt of the United States, 

Indianapolis, May 27, 1863. 
Messrs. James Robb, I. N. Arnold, F. C. Sherman, and others, 
Committee on Invitations : 
Gentlemen: — I regret exceedingly that ray judicial duties will 
deprive me of the pleasure of meeting with you on next Tuesday. 
I fee! a deep solicitude for the success of the Convention. It 
cannot fail to enlighten the public mind ; and, if it shall be the 
means of awakening a general interest on the subject for which 
it is convened, it will have accomplished a great result. 
With high respect, yours most truly, 

D. DAVIS. 



FROM COL. S. H. LONG, 

Chief of the-Baretm of U. 8. r"/-,.j>ti/;>.ir-ii JCr.i/. : it ■<■.■■'. ■<.-',■■■. ;'■•!■ immy ye,m, inns personally 

Washington, May 20, 1863. 
To Gen. Jos. G. Totten, and others, delegates to the Chicago 
Canal Convention : 
Gentlemen : — Finding it very inconvenient, and even quite im- 
practicable, to meet you as a member oi' the Convention, I beg leave 
to submit rny views in relaiion to the contemplated ship-canal, 
which may throw useful light on the topics of inquiry likely to 
occupy your attention. 
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In the month of October, 1816, I first visited Chicago, by a 
route from St. Louis, leading through a savage and roadless wil- 
derness, via Fort Clark and the valley of the Illinois river, to Lake 
Michigan. 

At that time, the Chicago river discharged itself into the lake 
over a bar of sand and gravel, in a rippling stream, ten to fifteen 
yards wide, and only a few inches deep. 

About ten miles southerly of Chicago, the Little Calumet entered 
the lake, over a similar bar, but in a broader, deeper, and much 



more copious 8 

Near the southerly extremity of the lake, the Grand Calumet 
enters the latter ; but at the time of my first visit, its mouth was 
effectually blocked up by a high and dry sand-bar. 

It will hereafter be shown, that the waters of both Calumets are 
sometimes discharged into the lake through the mouth of one, and 
at other times through the mouth of the other. It is also said that, 
in wet seasons, a part of their waters is discharged into the Des- 
Plaines river. 

In Jane, 1823, 1 again visited the localities just mentioned ; the 
country still destitute of permanent settlement or improvements. 
At this time the discharge from the Chicago river was similar to 
what it was before, while the discharge 1Vom the two Calumets 
was materially changed; the mouth of the Little Calumet hehtg 
blocked up by a dry sand-bar, and the discharge of both being 
through the mouth of the Grand Calumet. 

In the same year and month, I ascended in a perogue, by way of 
Chicago river and its southerly branch, to Mud Lake, which dis- 
charges itself in two directions ; in one direction into Lake Michi- 
gan, and in the other, into the river Des-Plaines. 

In connection with the subject of the proposed ship-canal, there 
are certain considerations worthy of particular attention. At a 
short distance inland from the mouth of the Little Calumet, are 
two considerable ponds or lakes, said to be deep and navigable. 
These may be converted into basins or ports, rendered accessible 
by suitable connections with the proposed canal, and affording 
ample accommodations for shipping. Moreover, the Little Calu- 
met is probably quite as deep and navigable as the Chicago river, 
and to an extent considerably greater than that of the latter. 

The broad and extensive plain of the Chicago (Ohe-Kan-Ko, 
Wild Onion), is altogether diluvial, and ig generally diversified by 
flat prairie, sand-ridges covered with a woodland growth, swamps, 
slashes, sluggish streams, stagnant pools, etc. The sand-ridges, 
hills, and knobs, rise from a few feet to ten, twenty, and in some 
instances thirty feet above the surface of the plain, and are gene- 
rally covered with a stinted growth of oaks, bushes, vines, and 
furze. 

Besides the streams already mentioned, the plain is intersected 
by numerous others of less magnitude, and with equally sluggish 
currents, in all possible directions. 

The entire plain is no doubt underlaid by an extensive bed of 
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solid rock (limestone and sandstone), at depths of only a few feet 
below its common surface. 

At the distance of about thirty-four miles from the lake-shore, 
the Des-Plaines assumes a more lively current, and descends by 

fentle slopes to its junction with the Kankakee, or head of the 
llinois river. From this point, the Illinois descends with gn-.iier 
rapidity, passing occasional rapids of greater or less extent, till it 
reaches LaSalle or Peru, where it becomes a sluggish stream, and 
continues so quite to its mouth. 

In September, 1816, 1 ascended the Illinois to the head of Lake 
Peoria in a small keel-boat, mid literally passed through extensive 
fields of wild rice, springing from the river bed and rising virtually 
several feet above the water- surface, the current being too slug- 
gish to sway down the straws. The river continued in a similar 
condition till the frequent passage of steamboats prevented the 
upward growth of the rice. 

It is deemed pertinent in this place, to introduce a variety of 
results derived from the surveys for the Michigan and Illinois ca- 
nal, made in 1830-31, under the direction of the late Dr. William 
Howard, then Civil Engineer in the employ of the Topographical 
Bureau. 

The survey was commenced at a point on the southerly branch 
of the Chicago river, about fire miles from the lake-shore by the 
meanderings of the stream. Running thence in a southerly direc- 
tion, and a few feet only (3 to 10 feet) above the surface of Lake 
Michigan, it entered the river Des-PIaines at a distance of twenty- 
nine miles from the place of beginning, or thirty-four miles from 
the lake-shore. The greatest elevation of ground above the sur- 
face of the lake, on the line surveyed, was only about fourteen 
feet, and that only at a single point ; indeed, the general surface of 
the spacious plain has an average height of only about ten feet 
above the lake. 

The rock stratum underlying the Chicago plain, has a depth of 
three to eight or ten feet below the surface of the ground, as deter- 
mined by frequent borings along the line surveyed. 

The survey of a line about eighteen miles long, for a feeder, 
intended to connect the Little Calumet with the main canal in the 
valley of the l)es-]'laines, indicates that the surface of the ground 
traversed by it, has about the same elevation as that traversed by 
the canal-line. 

At the distance of thirty-four miles from the lake, the surface 
of the Des-Plaines becomes eo-incident with that of the lake, and 
at the point just indicated, the Des-l'laines begins to fall below the 
lake-level, and continues to descend thence to its junction with the 
Kankakee, and thence with the Illinois river to LaSalle, or the 
lower terminus of the present canal. The distance from the point 
mentioned, to La Salle, is sixty-seven miles, and the aggregate fall 
in this distance is 137£ feet, or a little more than two feet per mile, 
making the entire distance from the lake-shore to La Salle, about 
101 miles, and the aggregate fall below the lake-surface, 137£ feet 
as before. 
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From La Salle, downward to the mouth of the Illinois, the dis- 
tance is computed at 220 miles; and throughout this distance the 
river current is remarkably sluggish, the aggregate fall being rep- 
resented as twenty-six feet only, or, on an average, less than one and 
one-half inches per mile. Hence, it is obvious thai, a comparatively 
moderate supply of water from the lake in low stages, will con- 
tribute to render this portion of the river quite as navigable as the 
Mississippi, from the mouth of the Illinois to Cairo, at the mouth 
of the Ohio, in similar stages. 

In that portion of the Illinois last considered, there are occa- 
sional hard bars, across which the channels are narrow and crooked, 
and will require enlargement and straightening. The channels 
across the low-water liars of I. he Mississippi will iilso require to be 
made wider and deeper. This may be effected, in both cases, by 
the use of scrapers, similar to those successfully employed in open- 
ing and keeping open the channel across the formidable and indu- 
rated bar at the South-west Pass of the Mississippi, 

I now conclude my remarks with a few observations and sug- 
gestions in reference to an open and through-cut ship-canal, from 
Lake Michigan to the Des-Plaines river. 

1. The elevation of the summit-pool of the present canal, is 
eight feet above the surface of Lake Michigan. 

With regard to its enlargement to the dimensions required for a 
ship-canal, it is proper to observe, that its trade is now and has 
been for several years past, of too much value and importance to 
justify its suspension, during the period required for the construc- 
tion of the contemplated through-cut canal. Moreover, its enlarge- 
ment would render unavoidable the destruction of a vast amount 
of valuable property, situated on both sides of the canal. 

2. One of the main objects in view, is the conversion of Lake 
Michigan (Mielie-Sngahegiin, Hig Luke), into a grand reservoir, 
to supply not only the canal, hut the Illinois river, with water 
enough to render them both navigable at all times when not 
obstructed by ice. Of course, the summit-pool must extend from 
the lake, through a distance about equal to that from the lake to 
Lockport, viz., about thirty-four miles. 

The depth of water in the ship-canal should he at least eight 
feet; its width one hundred feet, with passing pbiees one hundred 
and fifty feet wide, and one mile apart. The declivity of the canal- 
bottom should be about two inches per mile, from the lake to the 
Des-Plaines river. 

8. The lock-chamber at the westerly end of the pool, and at 
all other points below, should have a width of about 60 feet; a 
length of 220 feet, and a lift varying from four to ten or twelve feet. 
The upper lock should be accompanied by spacious waste-wiers or 
gates, perhaps both, sufficiently large to supply the requisite lock- 
age-water, and an additional \olume of surplus water sufficient to 
render the Illinois navignble from La Salle to the Mississippi. 

4. The sides of the canal, especially of the summit-pool, should 
be revetted with substantial stone-walls, resting on the surface 
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of the rocky substratum of the plain, which rises from beneath 
the lake-surface, to the height of nine or ten feet above the same, 
and through which the prism of the canal must be excavated; the 
excavations thus formed, will afford ample materials for the walls. 

5. In connection with the summit-pool, there should be one or 
more spacious inland basins or ports, large enough to accommo- 
date the shipping employed in the lake-trade, and for various other 
purposes. 

6. An artificial harbor, like that at Chicago, may be formed 
at almost any point on the southerly coast of the lake, and an 
entrance to it may be opened across the lake beach, by sinking 
parallel piers and removing the sand and gravel from between them 
by dredging. This mode of forming an entrance, asl believe, was 
first proposed by me in 1816. 

In view of the rapid growth, and rapidly increasing trade of 
Chicago, there can be no doubt that in the lapse of a few years, 
one or more additional hnrbors, for the accommodation of its com- 
mercial transactions will be required, at Chicago. 

1. It is believed that a route quite as eligible for a canal, as 
that pursued by the present canal, and passing over ground equally 
as favorable, if not more so, may be discovered and adopted as the 
route for the proposed ship-canal. 

8. With regard to the proposed depth of the canal, it is un- 
doubtedly true that no vessel or other craft, drawing more than 
six feet of water, can navigate the Mississippi, between the mouth 
of the Illinois and Cairo, more than six months in each year. 
Hence, although a greater depth may seem desirable, on many 
accounts, yet, in this ease, it would lie likely to prove useless. 

9. Whatever craft is employed in navigating the canal, it 
shonld be driven by propellers, of suitable construction, in order 
to prevent abrasions on the earthy sides of the canal. 

10. The lake being regarded as a reservoir, the canal will 
serve not only as a channel of trade, but as a feeder to supply both 
the canal, and the Illinois below the canal, with the requisiie quan- 
tity of water to render both navigable at all times. Hence, the 
waste-wiers at the locks, and especially at that connected with the 
suit mi it- pool, should be constructed in such a 7nanner that the 
quantity of water passed by them may be increased or diminished, 
according to the exigences of the river below the canal. 

11. The selection of a route most commodious and favorable 
in all respects should be preceded by, and based upon careful, 
thorough and judicious surveys, executed by experienced and skill- 
ful engineers; economy of construction as well as facility and dis- 
patch of transportation, being the leading objects kept in view. 

Respectfully, gentlemen, your obt. servt, 

S. H. LONG, Col. U. S. Engrs. 
10 
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FROM HON. EDWARD EVERETT, 

Late a Senator of the United Skitei, and Minister Plenipotentiary to Ureal Britain. 

Boston, 16th May, 1863. 

Gentlemen : — I received, a short time since, a copy of your 
invitation to the National Convention, to be held at Chicago on 
the 2nd of June, to consider the importance of enlarging the canals 
between the Mississippi and the Atlantic. It will not be in my 
power to attend the proposed meeting, but it gives me great 
pleasure, in compliance with your request, to express the most 
favorable opinion of the enterprise in question. 

I had the good fortune last year to go over the greater part of 
the ground traversed by the proposed enlarged line of communi- 
cation, and to form, from personal observation, a distinct idea, 
both of its practicability and importance. I know of no public 
work, within the limits of the United States, at all comparable in 
importance with a communication like that proposed between the 
Atlantic and the Mississippi. The resources of the West are 
boundless, and still in the infancy of their development; — nature 
has formed the two great sections of the country, East and West, 
for the most intimate and mutually beneficial relations with each 
other. Much has already been done l.o open those pathways, to 
which the hand of the Almighty Engineer Las pointed the way, 
and nothing is wanted to complete Ibe work, hut an appropriation 
of the resources of the country, which, with reference to the im- 
portance of the objects to be promoted, ought not, however con- 
siderable in itself, to occasion a moment's hesitation. 

With cordial wishes for a harmonious and successful meeting, 
I remain, gentlemen, your friend and fellow citizen, 

EDWARD EVEKETT. 



FROM HON. J. M. HOWARD, 

A Senator of the United States from the State of Michigan. 

Detroit, May 30, 1863. 
_ Mr Dear Sie: — I much regret that in consequence of profes- 
sional and other engagements, I shall be unable to attend the Con- 
vention which is to meet in Chicago on the 1st proximo, to pro- 
mote the great cause of the enlargement of the canals between 
the Mississippi and the Atlantic. Ibeg, however, to assure you 
that no one can be more sensible of the great national importance 
of the project, or more alive to the benign policy of knitting 
Together the East and I lie West by the ties of mutual interest. Be- 
fore God and the world we have pledged ourselves to be not merely- 
one people, but a united people; and unless wc are blind to our 
own interests, and recreant to the principles, the promises and the 
fame of our ancestors, wc shall keep that pledge good. I beg to 
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assure the Convention, that whatever the constitution and the 
state of the country permit to be done in furtherance of this great 
object, will not fail to receive my earnest and cordial countenance 
and support, whether in a public or a private capacity. 

I remain very truly and sincerely your friend and ob't serv't, 
J. M. HOWARD. 

Hon. I. X. Arnold, Chicago. 



FROM J. A. HAMILTON, Esq., 

The surviving Son of Alexander //.'.■■^■".',':-.^. 

Nevis, Dobbs Fekby P. 0., May 19, 1863. 
To the Hon. James Robb and others, Committee on Invitations, 
Chicago : 

Gentlemen — I received to-day your invitation to attend the 
Convention to be held at Chicago on the 2nd day of June next, 
which I accept with much pleasure. 

I have a grateful recollection of the attentions I received in 
your city, when, a score of years ago, I attended a convention 
there on a kindred subject. At my advanced period of life it is 
presumptuous to say I will make so long a journey; but I will 
attempt it. Next to crushing out this wicked rebellion, nothing is 
so near my heart as this palmitic effort " to promote the develop- 
ment, prosperity and unity of our whole country." 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your ob't serv't, 
jambs a. Hamilton. 



FROM HON. T. O. HOWE, 

A Senator of the United States, from Wisconsin. 

Green Bay, May 29, 1863. 

Gentlemen: — I have to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
the 29th April, inviting mc to attend a Convention, to be assembled 
at Chicago, on the 2nd of June next, to consider the project of 
enlarging the "canals between the Valley of the Mississippi and 
the Atlantic." 

I have delayed reply to that note, up to this time, in hope of 
finding myself able to accept your invitation. 

Now, to my regret, I am obliged to say, I shall not be able to 
visit Chicago upon that occasion. 

Let not my enforced absence be thought to evidence any want of 
sympathy for the great objects which will engage your attention. 

Whether I regard the military or the commercial aspects of the 
measures proposed, I bold them to be eminently national, and 
eminently sagacious. 

It has been denied, that the enlargement of these channel* has 
any importance in a military point of view. I fear such denials 
are made upon a very imperfect consideration of the subject. 
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The extent of our coast upon the Lakes is nearly equal to that 
upon the Atlantic. I affirm, that, to-day, it is of vastly more 
importance to the nation. Along the Atlantic coast are found 
the entrepots for our foreign imports. These, for the most part, 
consist of the luxuries of the nation — of articles which we ought 
to produce at home, or ought to go without. 

Along the Lakes flows the food of the nation ; without which it 
could not live. The lake-coast is as accessible to the fleets of one 
foreign power, and that the greatest, in a maratime point of view, 
as the Atlantic coast. To defend the Atlantic coast, and its com- 
merce, our government expended, heron.- this war eommeneed, on 
lbii.ificiit.ions and on naval armament, not less than fifteen millions 
annually. To defend the lake-coast, and its vital commerce, we 
have not a single fortification worthy of the name; and we have 
not only no naval armament, but we are absolutely prohibited, by 
treaty stipulations, from maintaining upon the Lakes more than three 
vessels of one hundred ton* each, armed with not more than one 
eighteen-pound cannon each. 

Let any man consider the relations of this lake-commerce to the 
nation; what New York and New England would be, if they were 
cut off from this flow of food; what the West would be, if its 
currents were turned back upon itself; and he cannot fail to per- 
ceive that a permanent obstruction in this great artery would be 
as fatal to the vigor of the nation, as a cord around the neck would 
be, to the vigor of a man. The West would suffocate, the East 
would starve. 

Before the war, New York thought she lived upon her partici- 
pation in the annual export of two hundred millions of cotton. 
Cotton left her — left her two hundred millions in debt; and she has 
never missed either the money or the export. 

A few months ago, New York trembled before the possibility of 
a visit from the Merrimac. She knows, to-day, that a few hostile 
gun-boats, placed before the h:irbor of Buffalo, would be almost as 
fatal to her as the whole British navy in her own bay. 

It is said, and said truly, that we can abrogate the treaty in six 
months ; whereas, ii. would require years to open our canals to the 
admission of bouts suited to the purposes of naval defense. But 
the abrogation of the treaty would not provide for the emergency. 
The abrogation of the treaty would only restore the right to build 
a navy upon the Lakes, it would not build a navy there. To build 
a navy upon the Lakes, equal to the defense of this magnificent fron- 
tier, and to maintain it three years, would cost more than is asked 
to open them to the navy of the nation, and to whiten them with the 
commerce of the world. 

The United States have only these three alternatives to choose 
between: either the splendid empire, washed by these interior seas, 
must remain utterly defenseless against the perils of foreign war, 
always possible; or, we must open the water-channels connecting 
them with the Mississippi, or with the Atlantic, to the admission 
of our naval fleet; or, we must give notice of our intention to do 
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so, and in six months, commence to provide a separate navy upon 
the Lakes, to be used only in a brief possible war, and to be useless 
through a long probable peace. 

The first alternative is too full of hazard to be adopted by a peo- 
ple really independent : the last is too costly to be adopted by a 
people truly economical. 

Unity of commerce, unity of coast, and unity of defense, will 
secure the unity of the llepublio, and its absolute independence. 

But I am free to confess, that, in my own judgment, the com- 
mercial importance of the measures proposed is scarcely less than 
their military importance. As military measures, they will only 
subserve the wants of war. That, if we arc just in the conduct of 
our foreign relations, and wise in the administration of our domes- 
tie affairs, we may expect will be the exception to our national life. 

As commercial measures, they will largely minister to the wants 
of peace. That, after a few more months ot patient endurance and 
heroic endeavor, we may hope will he the rule of our national life. 

The limits of a letter will not permit me to discuss, or fairly to 
present the economical aspects of the measures proposed. But if 
the national growth were to be permanently arrested to-day, and 
the national production were never to exceed its present volume, 
and if the present product was exclusively agricultural, and was 
limited to the two staples of coin and wheat, it would, neverthe- 
less, remain that one hundred million bushels of those cereals pass 
over the Lakes annually. 

It is claimed that the expenditure of three millions of dollars 
will expedite and cheapen the movement of these products, to the 
extent of fifteen cents per bnsheL 

It is true, those commodities are mainly tho product of the States 
termed North-western, and are mainly consumed by the States 
termed North-eastern, and by Europe. Hence, it is not unusual to 
hear it said, that the benefits to be derived from this expenditure, 
would be divided between the producers and the consumers of 
these products, and so would be sectional and not national in their 
influences. 

But it should be rememberod, that these commodities are, for 
the most part, consumed by the manufacturing industry of this and 
other countries. They are exchanged ibr their fabrics. They have 
a direct and important influence upon the value of those fabrics. 
And in the value of those fabrics, every viilagc, and almost every 
family, in the Union, has a direct interest The corn of Illinois, and 
the wheat of Wisconsin, it is true, never cross the Mississippi, in 
bulk; but when transmuted into the fabrics of Lowell and Birming- 
ham, they cross the Iiocky Mountains. Whatever lessens the 
prime cost of food, tends to lessen the prime cost of every article 
into which it enters. It is, I think, the Li'mImiumi of MeOormick's 
reaper, no less than of the Erie canal, to lessen the cost of cloth at 
Santa Fe. The effect, to be sure, is not so perceptible, but it is as 
actual. 

Hence, it is presumed, but few statesmen will be found to deny, 
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that if the expenditure of three millions of dollars, upon the canal 
between the Lakes and the Hudson, will send the wheat and the 
oornoftho North- West, to their consumers, at an annua! saving in 
the cost of transportation, of fifteen mil] ions, it is an object of deep 
interest to the whole people of the United States, and one which 
demands the recognition of this Government. 

Indeed, I doubt if any statesman of the present time would 
disown the nal.ioiu.il character of this work, but for the fact that 
the past history of our Government, in its relations to the great 
subject of internal improvement, has not been altogether satisfac- 
tory to our people. It has happened in the history of former ad- 
ministrations and in more profligate times, that the treasure of the 
nation has been employed to foster private speculations, and to 
cherish objects mainly it' not purely local in their character. 

Such abuses of the authority of the Government over works of 
internal improvement have engendered a suspicion in the public 
mind that the central Government could not safely be trusted with 
the control of those measures, and have led some to deny that it 
has any authority over the subject whatever. 

The enlightened and patriotic gentlemen, who will assemble at 
Chicago, will take good care, by their action, to give no further 
cause of complaint in that direction. 

And, if it be conceded, that it is of national importance to im- 

Erove the canals between the Lakes and the Atlantic, it surely must 
e of national importance to improve the canals between the Mis- 
sissippi and the Lakes. Those canal- hold the same relation to the 
productions west of the Mississippi, that the Erie canal does to the 
productions west of the Alleghanies. 

If it is of national utility to move the latter from the Lakes to the 
seaboard at the least possible cost, it must be of national utility 
to move the former from the Mississippi to the Lakes at the least 
possible cost. The improvement of the Western canals is cer- 
tainly not as important as the improvement of the Eastern ones; 
but it is certainly important. It may or may not be expedient 
for the nation now to do the work, but it is unquestionably impor- 
tant to the nation that the work be done. 

In this connection, gentlemen, you will indulge me in a single 
observation. That is this: Whatever fund shall be expended by 
the representatives of all the States, justice would seem to require, 
should be so expended as to preserve, so far as practicable, the pres- 
ent commercial relations of each of the States. You will not ask 
the American Congress to re-model the geography of the American 
continent. 

There are two water-channels connecting the Mississippi with the 
Lakes. Both are commercial highways. Both arc susceptible of 
improvement. The upper one, by way of the Wisconsin and Fox 
rivers, naturally accommodates the commerce of Iowa and Minne- 
sota. The lower one, by way of the Illinois river and canal, natu- 
rally accommodates the commerce of Missouri. The greatest grain- 
growing districts west of the Mississippi are found in Iowa and 
Minnesota. 
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To-day those States are nearer the Atlantic, by the eastern 
routes, than Missouri is. Their products ciiu go to ihose markets 
at as little cost, and sell at as much profit as hers. There are more 
than four degrees of latitude between the entrance to the upper, 
and the entrance to the lower channel. 

It is said that two millions of dollars, impended upon the upper 
channel, would enable such boats as could alone take the products 
of Minnesota and Iowa down the Mississippi to the lower channel, 
to pass directly to the Lakes over the upper one. 

It is true, that the improvement of the lower channel, and the 
neglect of tint upper one, would not place Iowa and Minnesota 
farther from the Atlantic markets than they now are. But it is 
equally true, it would place them farther from those markets than 
Missouri would then he. Thereafter, f'rei;;lil-; from St. Louis would 
have an advantage in those markets, equal to the coat of more 
than three hundred miles of transportation. 

So far as competition is concerned, it would be all the same as 
if Missouri was transplanted, at the national cost, between those 
more northern States and their markets. Such a transposition of 
communities would be a legitimate object of State enterprise. It 
may not be thought so legitimate when undertaken by the nation. 

So far as the movement of commerce is concerned, it would be 
all the same as if the Wisconsin river was made to now through 
the Illinois. The diversion of water-courses is actionable at com- 
mon law against an individual. It will hardly be thought just in a 
nation. 

It is said, indeed, by some over-prudent gentlemen, that the 
times are not propitious to public enterprises of this magnitude. 

In my own opinion, that must depend, altogether, upon the char- 
acter of the enterprises themselves. If they will not benefit and 
strengthen the nation, there never was a time when it was proper 
for the nation to engage in them. If they will strengthen the 
nation, there never was a time so proper as this. I see nothing 
in the times which calls upon the Republic to delay in its progress 
or refrain from effort. 

To my understanding, the times only call upon the nation more 
imperatively than heretofore, to comfort its own soul, to respond 
to its own conscience, to speak truthfully to itself, and to do hon- 
orably by each other, 

I am not regardless of the fearful demands made upon the pub- 
lic spirit, aud the public resources. But lam not appalled by them. 
Suddenly confronted with the out-crop of a monstrous conspiracy 
against their supremacy, of more than thirty years growth, I see 
the energies of the people constantly lifting as their necessities 
pile up before them, and I know they will triumph. 

And, fifty years hence, when our children shall look upon droves 
of iron steed •>, spring ']■_' westward from the Mississippi, to drink 
in the Pacific, and fleets of ships, steaming eastward to salute the 
Atlantic, I trust they may gratefully remember, that our proudest 
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contribution to the necessities of peace was bravely made under 
the extremest pressure of war. 

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

T. O. HOWE. 
To Hon. JiMis Robb, I. N. Arnold, and others, Committee. 



FROM EDWIN F. JOHNSON, Esq., 

Civil Engineer, of MidcUetown, Connecticut. 

To Jambs Robb, Isaac N. Arnold, F. C. Sherman, and others, 
Committee, &c, Chicago : 

Gentlemen: — The Great Builder in giving form to the portion 
of the earth between the Atlantic and the Pacific, impressed upon 
its surface some very marked features — prominent among which 
are the two immense valleys or basins, the drainage of which is 
conveyed to the Ocean by the Mississippi and the St. Lawrence 
rivers. Between these, and leading also to the same Ocean, are 
several very much smaller basins, differing from each other in 
magnitude. 

The St. Lawrence basin is characterized by the great fresh-water 
lakes or seas which it holds in its bosom, the three largest of which 
have an elevation of six hundred feet nearly above the level of the 
sea. The remaining two, (Lakes Erie and Ontario,) have an ele- 
vation, the one of five hundred and sixty-five feet, and the other 
of two hundred and thirty-sis feet above the same level. 

The outlets of these lakes present the various phenomena of 
flowing waters on a large scale, from the gentle motion of the 
navigable current, through all the gradations of rapids, cascades, 
and falls, to the stupendou s cataract of one hundred and sixty feet 
vertical, which for all time has sent forth its unceasing roar 
between theLakes Erie and Ontario. This great chain of waters 
unites with the ocean in a latitude so far to the north, that the 
ocean-harbors in connection with it, are obstructed by ice during a 
large portion of the year. 

The other great basin, that of the Mississippi, differs very greatly 
in character from that of the St. Lawrence. It is marked by its 
vastly greater extent, by the uniformity of its descent or slope, 
and by the rivers that traverse its surface, of a navigable character, 
unparalleled (considering their number and extent) in any other 
equal portion of the globe. These rivers find their union with the 
sea, through the common channel of the Mississippi, in the region of 
the tropics, nearly three thousand miles from where the St. Law- 
rence mingles its waters with those of the same great Ocean. 

For more than one thousand miles, commencing at the sources 
of the Mississippi, in Minnesota, and thence to those of the Allegha- 
ny in New York, the several tributaries of these two basins have 
their rise upon the same elevated ground, situated near to the Lakes 
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and not greatly exceeding them in elevation. Eastward of the 

Alleghany the southern tributaries of the St. Lawrence interlock 
with those of the lesaer basins, of which mention has been made. 

Of the Great Lakes, one lies wholly and the other partially within 
the limits of the United States. The St. Lawrence river proper 
is also sitnated partially within the same limits, as far north as the 
latitude of forty-five degrees. 

The great basin of the Mississippi, covering a surface of one 
million of square miles, lies wholly within the limits of the United 
States, except a very small portion near the sources of the Mis- 

The interlocking of the tributaries of the two great basins as 
described, presents favorable locations in the States of Wisconsin 
and Illinois for connecting their navigable waters by artificial 
channels. 

A similar favorable location is also presented for miking iht; 
waters of Lake Ontario, with the Hudson, in the State of New 
York. A connection at these points has already been made, but 
not in a manner as perfect as the interest of the country requires, 
by the Wisconsin and Fox river improvements in Wisconsin, the 
Illinois and Michigan canal in Illinois, and the Oswego and Erie 
canals in New York. 

Such has been and still is the rapid development and growth of 
our country, that these improvements are fast becoming inadequate, 
in a commercial and military view, for the purposes contemplated. 

Between the Upper Mississippi, the Rocky mountains, and the 
northern international boundary, is an area of full four hundred 
thousand square miles, the larger portion of which is adapted to 
the culture of wheat and other grains, and to grazing, and this 
character, (such is the direction of the isothermal lines and milder 
character of the climate towards the West), extends to the region 
north, including the valley of the Saskatcbawan, in the British 



All this vast region, now trodden, with but few exceptions, only 
by the foot of the buffalo hunter and the Indian, is destined ere 
long to be occupied by an intelligent and industrious population, 
who will there find homes of comfort and peace. 

The products of this region will find their cheapest mode of 
transit to the Eastern States and the Atlantic, by the Great Lakes. 
The latter will be reached from the valley of the Saskatehawan 
by the navigation of that river, the Red river of the North, and 
the St. Peter's branch of the Missouri, which can easily be con- 
nected by two or three short canals, having a small amount of 
lockage. The products of this region, including the Upper Mis- 
sissippi as far down as (he south line of Iowa, seeking the cheapest 
conveyance to the eastern markets during the season of navigation, 
will find their way to Lake Michigan through the Wisconsin and 
Fox river improvement. Those of the great valley of the Mis- 
souri, including the Mississippi as far down as the Ohio or below, 
will find their cheapest navigable route to the great markets of the 
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East by the Illinois and Michigan improvement, a trade which will 
eventually, and at no very distant day, be augmented by contribu- 
tions from beyond the Rocky Mountains, from the valley of the 
Columbia, and from the Pacific. 

It is obvious that the two communications between the Missis- 
sippi and Lake Michigan, will not materially interfere with each 
other. They will command separately an amount of business 
suilieient to tax their utmost capabilities. To render them adequate 
to the demand which will be made upon them, and suited to the 
passage of river-vessels of the larger class, their channels and 
locks should be enlarged so that these vessels may reach, without 
change of bulk, the navigation of the Lakes. 

This improvement or enlargement, now already required for 
commercial purposes, is also demanded as a military measure, to 
enable Government to transfer, whenever required by the exigences 
of the country, its floating bulwarks from one series of waters to 
the other. 

That these improvements may be productive of the greatest 
amount of benefit, and that the augmented traffic of the Lakes 
may find its cheapest and best channel to the leading mart upon 
the Atlantic, a navigation of a character somewhat different per- 
haps from the one contemplated between the Lakes and the Missis- 
sippi is desirable from Lake Erie to the Hudson. 

This navigation should be adapted to the passage of vessels the 
most suitable for the cheap transmission of freight to the seaboard. 
The resolutions of the Legislature of New York, at its last session, 
provide for an increase in the width of the enlarged Erie and 
Oswego canals of ten feet. The locks to be 200 by 26 feet. These 
dime u- ions are less than would probably be adopted, if the ques- 
tion was an open one, that is, if there was no canal already in 
operation between the same points. It is probable that a larger 
canal would be so difficult of attainment, that the benefit, desired 
might not be an equivalent for the expense incurred in effecting it. 

A canal of the dimensions proposed, while it will greatly pro- 
mote the commercial interests of the country, will fulfil, if not the 
most perfectly, yet to a very desirable extent, the conditions required 
of it in a military view. 

Intimately connected with this latter improvement, and essen- 
tial to it, is the construction of a channel suited to lake-going 
vessels, of all dimensions, or the adoption of some other equally 
efficient and adequate means for the transfer of vessels and their 
cargoes, between Lakes Erie and Ontario, within the limits of the 
State of New York, a channel which should be as far removed as 
possible from danger or injury by a neighboring power occupying 
towards us a hostile attitude. 



Many years since I had occasion to make a p 
tion and report upon the propriety of improving the communication 
between the Lakes and the Hudson, by the construction of a canal 
similar in character to that now contemplated. 

It was then shown that the cheapest navigable route between 
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the TTuilson and the country bordering the Great Lakes, embraced 
the waters of Lake Ontario, from Oswego west, and the connec- 
tion of that lake with Lake Erie, in the manner now proposed, 
and subsequent experience ami observation have confirmed the 
correctness of the conclusion. 

The State of New York has, within the last twenty-five or thirty 
years, expended large sums in the enlargement of the long line of 
canal from Lake Erie to the Hudson, and from the latter line to 
Lake Ontario; hut the great and rapidly growing West is still 
without the benefit of the cheapest and best navigable communi- 
cation with the Atlantic. 

Those conversant with the character of the products to be con- 
veyed between the East and the West, and the cost of conveyance 
by different modes of transit, will not need to be informed that 
the great chain of inland waters, stretching, with the few inter- 
ruptions named, from I. lie Atlantic to the lloeky mountains, in the 
particular direction which will yet be pursued and adopted for the 
great national highway from the Atlantic to the 1'aciiic, must per- 
form, a most important part in the transmission of those products- 
must perform a most important part in facilitating commercial 
exchanges throughout the entire distance named. 

It is only by means of the cheap navigation of the great lakes 
and rivers named, that the heavy and bulky products of the West, 
when those products are sent from the more remote points, can be 
delivered at our ocean-marts, at a cost that will insure a reasonable 
return to the producer. I 

The improvements proposed will not interfere materially with, 
but on the other hand will probably constitute an important 
auxiliary, to the great system of railway intercommunication, which 
is spreading its iron arms over every portion of our country. As 
beneficial and useful as is the latter, it cannot supply the place of 
natural waters for long distances, where time is not an important 
element, and where cheapness of transit is a ruling consideration. 

It will be seen that the improvements in question are truly 
national in their character, and as such should receive the support 
of the patriotic and intelligent of all sections of our common coun- 
try, and if necessary for their accomplishment, they should also 
receive aid to a reasonable extent from the General and State 
Governments, 

It is for such purposes, among others, that free governments are 
instituted, to protect and render most effective the labor and indus- 
try of the country ; to promote in the best, the most just, and most 
beneficent manner, the general welfare; and to do, within con- 
stitutional limitB, whatever is required for the best good of all, when 
the object to bo attained cannot be accomplished by individual or 
municipal agency. 

With much respect, I am, gentlemen, very truly yours, 

EDWIN F. JOHNSON. 

Middletown, Conn., May 22, 1863. 
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FROM HON. W. P. SHEFFIELD, 

Late a Meniber of the House of Represantatteea from Rhode Island. 

Newport, R. I., May 1, 1863. 

Gentlemen: — By this day's mail I am in receipt of your favor 
of the 24th ult., inviting me to be present at your meeting to be 
held in Chicago on the second proximo, to further the enlargement 
of the canals between the Valley of the Mississippi and the Atlan- 
tic coast. 

If, by going to Chicago, I could render any practical aid to the 

frojocii you bave in view, I should eh-ev fully make the journey, for 
believe the proposed improvement to be an undertaking of very 
great national anil commercial importance. Its completion would 
create a new bond of union between the East and the West — 
cheapen the cost of transporting food, a benefit which would be 
shared by the producer at the West and the consumer at the East 
— would stimulate the agricultural enterprise of the West, and 
induce the culture of other products which would find a ready 
market in the East. It is believed that indigo, sumac, madder, 
and other articles, now brought from foreign countries, might be 
successfully cultivated in parts of the Valley of the Mississippi, 
which this channel of trade would put in cheap communication 
with the markets of the East. 

I am a believer in the constitution of the United States ; but I 
have but little sympathy in opinion with those men who find, under 
the power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, the author- 
ity to erect and maintain lujht-liouses, and to send expeditions to 
the Dead Sea, in search of ancient. Sodom, and who cannot find in 
the power to regulate trade between the States, the authority to 
construct a road, or widen a canal, over or through which the com- 
merce of a great section of the country will necessarily be carried. 

The more I reflect on this improvement, the more I am satisfied 
of its importance, not only to the West, but to the East 

We, of New England, are lor developing the resources of the 
West, for this adds to our national prosperity ; but not only for 
this — for our kindred, and those who are now our neighbors, are 
of you ; and though we are now in the full tide of our strength, 
if, in after times, adversity should come upon us, we should look 
to you of the West for support, relying upon your good offices, as 
a devoted parent would, in limes of trial, look for the aid of a wor- 
thy son. You are bound to us by ties stronger than those written 
on parchment; our blood flows in your veins, and the ashes of 
your ancesters moulder in our soil. 

I am but a private citizen. I could do you no good by attending 

four meeting. Professional employment presses upon my time. 
therefore feel con strained to decline the kind invitation with 
which you have honored me. 

With great respect, I am your ob't serv't, 

WM. P. SHEFFIELD. 
Messrs. James Bonn, I. K. Arnold, and others. 
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PROM THE HON. GEO. OPDYKE, 

Ma-ySTuf Xe-w York City. 

Mayor's Office, New York, 
May 21, 1863. 
Hon. Isaac N. Arnold: 

Dear Sir: — Your favor of the 12th inst., inviting my attendance 
at the National Convention, to be held at Chicago, on Tuesday 
next, has been duly received. I thank you for the courtesy of 
this invitation, and the very kind language in which it is conveyed. 

I heartily approve of the movement of this Convention, the object 
of wtvieh has my warmest sympathy. 

The pressure of business here will, I regret to say, deprive me 
of the pleasure of meeting with you. I have, however, requested 
the Common Council of this city to semi a delegation to represent 
us in the Convention, and I trust this will be done at the meeting 
of the Boards to-morrow. 

I inclose a copy of my communication to the Common Council 
on the subject, 

With great regard, I am truly yours, 

GEORGE OPDYKE. 

FROM HON. S. D. CARPENTER, 

Of Wteamein. 

Madison, May 16, 1863. 
Gentlemen: — Your kind invitation to be present at the 
National Canal Convention, to be held at Chicago, on the first 
Tuesday of June next, was duly received, and in response to your 
request, I drop you this reply. 

1 regret that my health and business is such that I cannot be 
present at your Convention, for nothing could scarcely afford me 
more pleasure. I assure you, I ieel the most lively interest in 
the expressed objects of the Convention, and cannot but hope 
that its deliberations will be characterized by prudence, wisdom, 
and firmness, which alone can secure success. 

The object of uniting the Great Lakes with the Mississippi, tor 
commercial and national purposes, concerns not alone the great 



West, but nearly the whole Union. Facilities for national 
and protection should be the first ohjee! of an enterprising people. 
The commercial advantages to come, as incident, would become 
incalculable. These links of intercommunication, these channels 
that float, commerce, and keep alive industry, and stimulate enter- 
prise, form the chain which is most needed to strengthen and fasten 
together the great end and purposes of i'niterual union. 

The Erie canal not only accomplished much to people the West 
and enrich the East, but it accomplishes more for civili/.ation, the 
spread of union sentiment, and. all those interests that make us a 
homogeneous people, than armies could do, or an age of prose- 
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lyting perform. It has been aptly observed that a successful tele- 
graph-cable between Great Britain and America would keep the 
peace between the two nations for a century at least. A channel 
of commerce, between otherwise antagonistic people, is a link of 
friendship formed by a community of interests, which nothing, 
save the most adverse wind of fortune, can shake or move. 

That the proposed connection between the Lakes and the Mis- 
sissippi will be the best guarantee of the future peace, not only 
between the jigricultural Went and the manufacturing and com- 
mercial East, but as between Great Britain and the National Union, 
I have not the slightest doubt. 

The subject is rich with facts and convincing illustrations, but a 
time is not now allotted to me, I will be content with dropping the 
above hints, and again assuring you, gentlemen, that though I 
cannot probably be present in person, I will be with you in spirit 
and hope, even unto the end. 

Very respectfully, yours, etc., 

STEPHEN D. CARPENTER. 

To Messrs. Robb, Arnold, Sherhan, and others, Commiltee of Invitatioo, 



FROM CHARLES LANMAN, Esq., 

Librarian, of the ffaiwe of Representatives, Washington, 

Washington, May 19, 1863. 

Gentlemen: — I have received your invitation to attend the 

National Convention to be held in Chicago, on the second of June 

next. The honor thus conferred upon me, I probably owe to my 

humble connection with the press; but as I am a native of Michi- 

ftn, and have ever felt special interest in the welfare of the 
orth-westorn States, I think I am entitled to wish the proposed 
Convention all the success it deserves. I do this most heartily, 
and regret that it will not be my privilege to be present on the 
occasion. 

Nature itself has done quite as much for your splendid region of 
country as for any other, and it is only right that science and art 
should exert themselves to the utmost, to assist, the necessities ef 
nature. In times past, and espeehilly during the present deplor- 
able rebellion, the people of the North -West have proven their 
patriotism to be unselfish, and sincere, to an unexampled degree; 
and anything that can be done by the General Government for 
their prosperity, ought not to be neglected. And as to the impor- 
tance to the whole country, of greatly increasing the effectiveness 
of our works of internal navigation, that is a question that does 
not need any argument. 

My iirst impulse, on receiving your invitation, was to comment 
somewhat fully upon the important measures which will occupy 
the attention of the Convention, but men of mark and ability will 
do all that in person, before the assembly; and they wilt not, I am 
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certain, forget the eminent dead, whose names are identified with 
the history of canal-navigation in the United States, and with the 
prosperity of the Great West. The spirit of De Witt Clinton, for 
example, will undoubtedly be with the members of the Convention, 
and they should gather encouragement from the perseverance of 
that great man. Nor will Henry Clay be forgotten, who said many 
things pertinent to your enterprise, and the following was one of 
them: "No man, who has paid the least attention to the opera- 
tions of modern war, can have failed to remark how essential good 
roads and canals are to the success of those operations." And 
Daniel Webster, too, whose repeated efforts in behalf of internal 
improvements the West can never forget, would he not have been 
among the foremost to advocate the enlargement of the canals at 
the present time '? In a speech that he delivered in the Senate, on 
the Louisville canal, he uttered a few thoughts which apply with 
great force to the enterprise now attracting the attention of the 
statesmen, commercial men, and stalwart yeomanry of the West: 

"It is enough for me," said he, "to know that the object is a 
good one, an important one, within the scope of our powers, and 
called for by the fair claims of our commerce. So that it be within 
the Union, it cannot be too remote for me. This feeling, so nat- 
ural, as I think, to true patriotism, is the dictate also of enlightened 
self- interest. Were I to look only to the benefits of my immediate 
constituents, I should still support thin measure. Is not our com- 
merce floating on these western rivers? Are not our manufac- 
tures ascending them all, by day and by night, by the power of 
steam, which is incessantly impelling n thousand engines, and forc- 
ing upwards against their currents, hundreds of thousands of tona 
of freight? If their cargoes be lost, if they be injured, if their 
progress be delayed, if the expense of their transportation be 
increased, who does not see that all interested in them become 
sufferers V Who does not see that every producer, every manu- 
facturer, every trader, every laborer, has an interest in these im- 
provements?" 

Thanking the Committee on Invitations for the honor conferred 
upon me, I have but to express my belief and hope that the objects 
of the National Canal Convention will be fully rind speedily realized. 

Very respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES LANHAN. 
ions for the National Canal Convention, Chi- 



FROM GEORGE W. CURTIS, Esq., 

Qf Hew York,. 

North Shore, States Island, N. T. 
May 23, 1863. 
My Dear Sir: — I have left long unanswered your most cordial 
and friendly invitation to attend your Convention. It will be im- 
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! for me to come, and equally impossible to withhold the 
heartiest sympathy for a plan so simple, so national, and so worthy 
and characteristic of the North- West, as the junction of thu Missis- 
sippi and Lake Michigan. 

Gen. Webster's concise, comprehensive, and lucid report seems 
to exhaust the question. Every great wort, which binds every 
part of us close to every other, is a work dear to every loyal citi- 
zen ; and the Union is ever secure, so long as we follow the hints 
of nature, and use every fresh resource of science. Empires 
weaken by extension ; but steam, and the telegraph, and every 
rapid, and convenient, and obvious means of communication, anni- 
hilate distance. 

Very truly yours, 

GEO. WILLIAM CURTIS. 
To Ho.\. 1 N. Arnold, Chicago. 



FROM FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED, Esq., 

Soemtary of the, U. S. &.in.itnry Oimmimvm, WanMngUm. 

Washington, May 22, 1803. 

My Dear Sir:— I am well convinced, that the purpose intended 
to be furthered by the meeting at Chicago, on the second of June, 
is one of the greatest importance to our interests as a nation. I 
am unable to judge what would be the best method to bring about 
the accomplishment of that purpose, but I am sure that whatever 
promises the broadest ami deepest water, in the shortest tin in, be- 
tween lake and ocean, that plan is best and in the end will be the 
cheapest. 

I had, until within a few days, hoped to be able to meet you at 
the Convention, but now find it will be necessary for me to be in 
New York on the appointed day. 

Sincerely regretting this, and thanking you for the invitation, 
I am, dear sir, most respectfully yours, 

FEED. LAW OLMSTED. 

To Hon. I. N. Arnold, Chicago. 



FROM MAX GEN. S. R. CURTIS, U. S. A. 

Headquarters Department Missouei, 
Sr. Louis, May 9, 1863. 
Gentlemen: — I am in receipt of your favor of the 20th nit, 
inviting me to attend the Convention which will convene on the 
second proximo, "toco-operate in such measures as shall tend 
to promote the development, security, and unity of the whole 
country." 

Your object is to promote the great idea of uniting (lie waters of 
the .Mississippi with those of the Lakes, and the St. Lawrence, and 
Hudson, by such a channel as shall secure profitable and commo- 
dious navigation for boats. 
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The interests involved are bo vast, and the difficulty to be over- 
conn 1 so small, T am not surprised at the will manifested to secure an 
immediate eflbrt to accomplish the success of the work. It is only 
to enlarge works already constructed. It is no matter of doubtful. 
experiment, or novel intricacy. The enlargement of a canal, and 
the construction of a dam or two on the Illinois river, with suitable 
locks, can be readily estimated, and soon accomplished. 

When this is done, the great rivers of the West will all receive 
a new and wonderful atiiruientation of their commercial conse- 
quence. Grain and cattle that now find no market, or must be 
nearly exhausted in value, by transportations and shipments on 
railroads, will then find such certain and cheap conveyances to the 
ocean, through healthy climates, as to nearly double their value 
at home. This will stimulate the increase, and railroads will not 
be impaired, as they will still have move than they can do, in car- 
rying through light freight, that, seeks a more rapid transit. 

But it is not in my power, in this letter, to even present the lead- 
ing elements of such an enterprise. It is proper to press the mat- 
ter now, because this work is of great national and military impor- 
tance; and our people are now, more than ever, sensible of the 
necessity and importance of our great national organizations, and 
the certainty and reality of war. Every link, that binds us as a 
nation, will now receive special consideration. The commercial 
union contemplated by you is, therefore, one of great ideas, inci- 
dent to our terrible revolution. We see new necessities and new 
objects of pursuit. All natural and artificial combinations deserve 
and receive new inspiration. The subject of uniting the Missis- 
sippi and the Lakes is now easily comprehended, and I cordially 
approve, and will earnestly advocate, any reasonable plans to 
accomplish your success. 

As other cares will not enable me to attend your Convention, 
I avail myself of this means of informing you of my hearty co- 
operation, and my thanks for the honor of your invitation to be 
present with you on the occasion. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 

Your very ob't serv't, 

S. R. CDRTI3, 

To itessrs. James Robb, I. N. Arnold, F. C. Sukksisn, and others, Com., etc. 



FROM HON. 0. B. FICKLTN, 

Late a Mem-hero/ tli* ift>,i,n „/ jle^rewit'itive* from IlliiwU. 

Charleston, May '29, 1863, 
Hon. Isaac N. Arnold, and others : 

Dear Sirs: — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 

your letter of invitation to attend the National Convention to be 

holden in Chicago, on the 2nd of June. The union of our whole 

country, from centre to circumference, by ship-canals and railways, 

11 
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Is of the first importance in a social and commercial point of view, 
and I doubt not that the proceedings of the contemplated Conven- 
tion -will materially tend to the promotion of that desirable object. 

We cannot, in peace or in war, over-estimate the value of inter- 
communication by canal and railway, between every portion of our 
common and glorious country, and I may add that "the Great "West 
is not without her share of the blessings and responsibilities con- 
nected with this enterprise. 

One flag and one destiny should, in my humble judgment, be 
desired V>y the people of this entire comment, with equal rights 
and well defined, to every citizen, high or low. 

To make the bosom of our great lakes and canals, together 
with the channel of the Mississippi, the highway of nations for 
first-class vessels from the St. Lawrence to the Gulf of Mexico, 
would be a step in the right direction, of priceless value to us. 

That your Convention may be a crowning success, in develop- 
ing the resources of our whole country, is my earnest desire. 

Home engagements forbid my absence on the day of your meet- 
ing. Very respectfully, 

ORLANDO B. FICKLIN. 



FROM HON. ERASTUS FAIRBANKS, 

St. Johnsbuey, Vt., May 26, 1861. 

Sik i — Other engagements will prevent my responding to the 
invitation of your Committee to attend the National Canal Con- 
vention on the 2nd of June, but I avail myself of the opportunity 
to express my appreciation of the pro posed enterprise, and my 
earnest desire that measures may be adopted for a successful 
prosecution of the work. 

I need not speak of its importance. Whether viewed in rela- 
tion to its military necessity, m- its commercial consequence, it is 
truly a national work, and its importance cannot he over-estimated. 
It is destined to be an essential, if not an indispensable link, in 
the chain which is to perpetuate the unity of the States, and facil- 
itate not only their commercial intercourse, but their defense 
against foreign aggression. 

The time, is auspicious for prosecuting the work. It is well 
understood that the superabundant, products of the Western States, 
in many parts, is rendered comparatively worthless for want of 
cheap means of transportation to available markets. The financial 
condition of the country is favorable for undertaking the enter- 
prise. 

The events of the war have demonstrated the importance of our 
iuland waters for naval operations, and the public mind is .awake 
to the necessity, as a. national measure, of extending these fae 1 cities, 
and of opening a ship-communication from the Mississippi to the 
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Northern Lakes and the Atlantic porta. These and other con- 
siderations commend it to the earnest attention of the intelligent 
public, and demand for it the patronage of Congress. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ERASTUS FAIRBANKS. 

James Roeb, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of Iimtiuiuns, Chicago. 



FROM B. J. LOSSING, Esq., 

Ofy&c Fork. 

Poughkkepsie, N. Y-, May 25, 1863. 

Gentlemen: — I have the pleasure to acknowledge the honor of 
an invitation from you to attend the National Convention, at 
Uhic;igo, on the 2nd of June. I sincerely regret my inability to 
comply, for every man who shall give his voice and influence iu 
favor of the great measures proposed there to be inaugurated, 
will, ! am persuaded, have a record to be proud of. 

An industrious and intelligent population, comprising at least 
one-third of the 100,000,000 of inhabitants which the Eleventh 
National Enumeration will doubtless exhibit, will occupy immense 
Free States within the entire latitudinal boundaries of the Republic 
westward of the Mississippi; and it seems to me that wise states- 
manship and enlightened patriotism must necessarily declare that 
preparations for the proposed facilities for industrial exchanges 
between the Mississippi valley and the Atlantic seaboard cannot 
be too soon commenced. 

I believe that we are standing, as a nation, on the threshold of a 
career more glorious and beneficent than lias ever been conceived. 
This war will eradicate the great national disease, vindicate the 
claim for republican iust.it ti Lie us of strength and stability, and pre- 
pare the way for the great exodus of the crowded population of 
the Eastern hemisphere. 

The Pacific railways will bring to the Mississippi valley the 
treasures of Old Cathay ; and these and the agricultural and min- 
eral productions of the Great Basin and the regions beyond will 
demand an almost indefinite expansion of the arteries, through 
which life-giving internal commerce now circulates. 

There is a moral sublimity in your movement at this time, an 
exhibition of faith in the strength and perpetuity of the Government 
and of the territorial integrity of the Republic, which must com- 
mand the admiration of the world. You propose, in the midst of a 
fierce and gigantic war, by which the very existence of the nation 
is menaced, measures of vast importance and magnificent propor- 
tion, for the aggrandizement of that nation and the good of man- 
kind. 

Because of the considerations here hinted at, and a score of 
others that might be named, 1 very cordially and hopefully God- 
speed the enterprise ! 
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With sentiments of high regard, I am, gentlemen, your friend 
and obedient servant, 

BENSON J. LOSSING. 

To Messrs. James Robb, I. N. Arnold, and others, Committee ou Invitations, 
C bio ago. 



FROM HIS EXCELLENCY, J. A. ANDREW, 

Governor i/f ifn.i«ieAu.ii-/i.i. 

Executive Department, Boston, 
May 30, 1803. 
ITon. I. N. Arnold, Chicago, HI.: 

Dear Sir: — I sincerely and deply regret to be obliged to reply 
to your invitation to attend the "National Convention, at Chicago, 
that pressing and imperative duties, which I cannot postpone or 
avoid, will detain me in Massachusetts, and prevent my attend- 
ance. I beg leave again to express, however, the sincere interest 
which I entertain in those great projects of internal improvement, 
which are to form the subject of the deliberations of this Conven- 
tion, and my sense of the transcendent importance of the various 
national, political, and economical questions, which are more or less 
involved with the completion of these grand projects. 

I beg to assure you of the great disappointment, that I feel, at 
being deprived of an excursion which I had confidently promised 
myself, and which I greaiiy need, and at the loss of an opportunity 
of seeing personally many of our Western friends, whom it would 
have been grateful to meet; as well as of enjoying and profiting 
by the instruction, which we could not fail to find, whore so many 
thoughtful and earnest men will be assembled, for council and 
deliberation upon matters of such grave importance. But my con- 
stant and unremitting attention is imperath ely demanded bv official 
duties, from which T cannot, escape if I would, and I must reluc- 
tantly abandon the hope of being with you on this occasion. 

With the most earnest hope that the labors of the Convention 
imay lead to happy and practical results, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your friend and servant, 

J. A. ANDREW. 



EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF HON. J. P. KENNEDY, 

Fin-nter!y Secretary of the navy. 

Baltimore, May 29, 18G3. 

lam greatly impressed "with the importance of the protected 

enterprise, which, both in value and in magnitude, may be regarded 

as one of the most brilliant schemes of national statesmanship ever 

presented to the country — worthy of imperial fame, and destined 
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to produce the most magnificent results in the development of the 
power of the nation. * * * * 

I regret thatl cannot be there, even as a spectator; much more, 
that I cannot take my share in the duty of commending this pro- 
ject to the public attention. 

Very truly, yours, 

JOHN P. KENNEDY. 
J auks Ron i], Esq. 



FROM REV. DR. TAPPAN, 

l.'itc Ch-iKrfPzr uf the i:iiivr.r/.li</ of Michigan. 

Univmmsity of Michigan, 
June 1, 1863. 
Messrs. James Robb, I, N. Aknoid, and others, Committee of 
Invitation: 

Gentlemen: — I thank you for the honor of an invitation to 
attend the National Convention, which meets at Chicago to-morrow. 
I regret very much that my employments arc such as to prevent 
my al tendance. Mv regret, however, arises from what I shall 
myself lose, rather than from the hope that my presence would add 
anything to the practical wisdom which will be there collected. 

A Convention, having in view such stupendous public works, 
designed for the prosperity belonging to times of peace, still more 
than for the emergencies of war, assembled during the fearful strug- 
gle for national existence, is truly a sublime spectacle. The project, 
of connecting the Atlantic with the Mississippi, by ship- canal, is kin- 
dred to that of connecting the Atlantic with the Pacific, bya rail- 
road. Born at this time, they evince the deep consciousness of our 
national strength, the unswerving faith in our national destiny. 
The purpose to bind together the remotest parts of our great coun- 
try, by artificial rivers and roads of iron, rising above the waves of 
civil discord and the storm of battle, is like Neptune of old, rising 
from the sea, calmly to assert his divinity, by controlling the angry 
elements : 

" Prospiciens, sumnii plaeidum caput eitulit undl." 

The battle we are fighting is for national unity. The great 
works we are undertaking are for national unity. Confiding in 
the justice of our cause, and in the God of justice, we shall win 
the battle. And, entering upon these works with an energy pro- 
portionate to their magnitude, we hope thai, when the battle is won 
we shall be found prepared for a noble career, in commerce and 
the attendant arts, and in whatever belongs to national prosperity 
and national worth. 

I am, gentlemen, your oVt serv't, 

HENRY P. TAFFAN. 
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FEOM BRIG. GEN. WEBSTER, 

Formerly of the Typographical Engineer/) U. 8. A, nam of the Army of the Mississippi. 

Memphis, June 3, 1863. 
Hon. I. N. Arnold, Chicago: 

My Dear Sir: — I sincerely regret my inability to attend the 
Canal Convention. My duties here do not permit my absence at 
present. 

I need not say how much I hope for your success in your noble 
efforts to promote the advancement of the great work which is 
the only link wanting to complete the most magnificent line of 
internal navigation and commercial and military transit, in the 
world. 

It has been suggested to me, that in my report on this subject, 
made lust fall, I did not fully indorse the reliability of the estimates 
of Messrs. Gooding and Preston. I must have failed to make 
myself understood, for I intended to express, what I certainly felt, 
the v.Uiii.i.-ii coiijtt/'nce i/i the full reliability of those estimates. 
I am very truly, your friend and servant, 

J. D. WEBSTER. 

FROM HON. MONTGOMERY BLAIR, 

Poet-Master General of the United States. 

Washington, May 30, 1863. 

Gentlemen:— I regret, that T shall be unable to attend the Con- 
vention at Chicago on the 2nd of June, to consider the subject of 
uniting the Lakes and the Mississippi by a ship-canal. I feel 
assured, however, that the interest awakened in that great measure 
of national defense, by the present condition of public affairs, 
secures its full elucidation by the statesmen who have called this 
meeting, and by others whom they have invited to attend. 

I can add nothing to the very able views presented by Mr. 
Arnold in Congress last winter, and by the Military Committee of 
the House of Representatives, at the preceding session. The 
report of that committee shows that an interior channel of naviga- 
tion is already opened "from New London to Beaufort, N. C, 
directly communicating with several of our largest States and 
cities;" that to make this channel available and safe for ship-navi- 
gation in war, as well as in peace, requires only " an enlargement 
of three Bhort and inexpensive canals of the aggregate length of 
but seventy -eight and a half miles." "That an interior channel 
of similar importance can be had by means of the Iberville river, 
and Lakes Mannpa. and Ponchartrain, and Borgne, from the Mis- 
sissippi to Pensacola;" "that this would unite all the cities of the 
West, with all the cities of the Gulf, by an interior and protected 
channel. The cost of this would be even less than the other, and 
both might ultimately be extended so as to become one. Thus, an 
interior line of water- communication can be established from New 
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Orleans to New York and Boston." Individuals having opened 
this interior line along the West, and the State of New York hav- 
ing taken up the plan of enlarging her canal, the Government of 
this Union has but to lend its credit for the short line between 
Chicago and the waters of the "Mississippi incomplete the circuit 
of the East and West by inland navigation. This will not only 
secure our vast, inter- state. 1 commerce during war, but give protec- 
tion to all our great harbors and cities by enabling us to concen- 
trate our iroti-elad fleet through inland waters upon any one that 
may be threatened, East, West, North or South. 

Thanking you for the consideration shown me by your invita- 
tion, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. BLAIR. 

Messrs. Rowi and others, Committee of Invitation. 



FROM JOHN A. POOR, 

A Citlmen of a* State of Jfaine, 

No. 11 Union Place, New York, 
May 30, 1863. 

Gentlemen t — I am honored by your invitation to attend a Con- 
vention at Chicago, on the second of June next, of those in favor 
of the enlargement of the canals between the Mississippi and the 
Atlantic. And I am further requested, in case I cannot attend 
said Convention, to communicate my views in writing, upon the 
matters embraced in the call. 

Until to-day, I had expected to have been able to attend as one 
of the delegates of the Board of Trade of Portland, Maine, some 
of whom arc on their way, and whose intelligent interest in the 
success of your efforts will faithfully represent the prevailing opin- 
ions of our people. 

Your call seems to limit the object of the Convention to the sin- 
gle purpose of an enlargement of the existing canals between the 
valley of the Mississippi and tin: Atlantic ocean— works of obvi- 
ous value, if not all of them of immediate necessity— yet, it may 
fairly open the entire question of the internal commerce of the 
country, and the means of transit between the grain-producing 
regions of the interior of the continent — the great North- West — 
and their place of market. 

Questions of this character are of interest to all, and must, for 
years, if not for generations to come, become the most engrossing 
topics of public concern ; from the physical configuration of the 
North American continent, the limited capacity of its natural 
channels of trade, and the political difficulties in the way of all 
efforts at the opening of adequate avenues, by artificial means, to 
meet the wants of a rapidly increasing business. 

Great as is now the internal trade of the country, it is a little 
only of what it will, in a few years, attain to. The production of 
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food is not, at this time, equal to one-tenth of the capacity of the 
North- we stern States, without resort to the artificial stimulants 
that are common in the British Isles. Besides this, one-half of all 
the grain raised in the United States is produced at points so 
remote from market, that its value would be consumed in the mere 
cost of transportation by the ordinary channels. With the aid of 
all existing canals and railroads, a bushel of wheat in the North- 
West is only worth one-half its value in Liverpool, so enormous is 
the cost of present transportation. The question is, how shall this 
difficulty be overcome? And it is this question alone, that will 
engage the time and thoughts of the members of this Convention. 
It has seemed to me that the great difficulty lies in the way of 
outlets from Chicago, Milwaukee, and other lake-port*, rather than 
in the lack of means to bring produce to tin: lake-shores. Cheaply- 
built and economically worked lines of sailers, with other means 
of transit, bring into these great granaries — the lake-ports — more 
produce than the outlets can econamically take away. 

What is wanted, are cheap and expeditious means of transit, from 
the Upper Lakes to the open sea. To secure this most. effectually, 
we must make the St. Lawrence-waters ax oriSN Mediterranean 
Sea; so that, from the head of Lake Superior and from Chicago, 
ships of useful size for navigating the ocean can pass, free of 
duty, and with dispatch, to the Atlantic ports and Europe, and 
backward to the same places, fully laden. By this means, you 
could diminish by one-hall' the cost of transit for the benefit of 
the farmers of the North-western States, and indirectly, for the 
advantage of the entire population of the country. 

This is a matter of easy accomplishment, if undertaken in the 
right spirit and temper. The E>i<jthSt-ypi,akin'j people of this 
continent are, for all commercial purposes, o/<e people, holding a 
territory twice the size of the continent of Europe, capable of sus- 
taining as dense a population as that which now occupies Uiatfavored 
Eortionof the globe. This territory is held in nearly equal shares 
y the people of the United States and of the British North Amer- 
ican Provinces, lying mainly on opposite sides of this great Med 
iterranean Sea, formed by the waters of the Lakes and the St. 
Lawrence. 

The Saws of commerce disregard political boundaries, and the 
people of the North- West should have their choice of routes to the 
open sea. Ships should load at Chicago for any port into which 
an Atlantic sailer can enter, and by so many routes as can be cre- 
ated, from the St. Lawrence, by the way of Lake Champlain, into 
the Hudson, by the Ottawa, and by Lake Ontario. The advance 
in the price of a single crop of wheal would pay for making all 
these routes, from Chicago to the Atlantic, navigable for ocean- 
going sailing-ships and steamers. Montreal harbor could be made 
for the trade of New York, what Albany is now ; and that too, 
while the St. Lawrence basin, below the Victoria bridge, should be 
crowded, like the Thames in our day, from London to the sea, 
when this continent is as fully peopled a " 



a by Google 



1G9 

From Chicago to the Atlantic, for nearly the whole distance, 
navigation is as cheap as on the ocean. Short canals and lockage 
would not detain ships more than the average adverse winda of 
the Atlantic, 80 that the transit of ".foods, to and from Chicago and 
Liverpool, would be nearly as cheap as to and from New York. 
At one-tenth of the cost of transportation by railway, such a line 
of navigation would supply an outlet to the trade of the North- 
West. To transport a ton of goods, by ordinary highways, costs 
on an average twenty dollars per one hundred miles. The rail- 
roads will perform this service for two dollars, the sailing-vessel for 
one-tenth of this, or twenty cents per ton. Open a ship-canal by 
the way of the St. Lawrence to Chicago, and the cost of freight 
will scarcely, if at all, exceed the cost of transit on the ocean, or 
the Lakes. 

Our great difficulties in this country are political ones; greater 
than the limited amount of capital In business. Public improve- 
ments are mainly dependent on local jurisdictions, provinces, or 
States, governed rather by sectional aims, than by regard to the 
higher law- of commercial convenience. In the United States, 
national iry has scarcely been regarded as an object of statesman- 
ship, while State Governments have seized upon the more valuable 
attributes of sovereignty. The regulation of the currency and of 
the channels of rational commerce have been assumed by the 
States, which should, beyond all other matters, be under the control 
of the Government of the Federal Union. 

To this undue assumption of rights by the States, incompatible. 
with the National Sovereignty, can be traced the origin of the 
present atrocious civil war, upon the part of rebellious States. 
This war, however, has already taught us a mode of supplying a 
national currency which will never be superseded — a discovery 
worth more than the cost of the war to the present time. Should 
it enable the National Government to disregard political bounda- 
ries in the construction of public works, looking only at physical 
and commercial law, this war may yet prove to our nation a great 



The highest statesmanship of our day regards the English-speak- 
ing pi-oph of both hemispheres as one in purpose and in destiny. 
Such an Opportunity for greatness, as that enjoyed by the head of 
the British ministry, lias not before this time been offered to any 
minister of State. lie has only to recognize the obvious duties of 
consanguinity and good fellowship, to make the union of all who 
speak the English tongue complete in everything that tends to 
the advancement of civilization, as they are one in purpose and 
desire. In this spirit let us act. Let political boundaries form no 
restraint upon commercial enterprise ; and the continent, which it 
is our good fortune to inhabit, shall display exhibitions of mate- 
rial greatness worthy of a superior race, descendants of the heroic 
men who wrested this new world from the grasp of their less 
enterprising rivals, and planted over the broad belt of the tem- 
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perate zona, from the Atlantic to the Pacific seas, institutions and 
laws, favorable to commercial freedom and constitutional liberty. 

If, however, the time has not arrived when we can treat the 
English-speaking people of the continent as properly subject to 
our commercial law — a result not very far distant from oar day — 
when an ocean-tariff shall extend with uniform permission, for the 
collection of duties from Quebec to the Rio Grande, and upon the 
Pacific coast, with unrestricted power of internal trade; or,in other 
words, if the British North American Provinces are not ready to 
adopt with us an American, '/-oil- Verin, we must make use of our 
own independent advantages. We can, more cheaply than the 
Canadians have built theirs, construct a ship-canal around Niagara 
Falls, and from Oswego to the Hudson, that shall, for years to 
come, take away from the Lakes the surplus produce of the inte- 
rior. We should further, with the same broad view, deepen the 
channel of the St. Clair, and extend this water-line, with a capacity 
equal to the passage- of an ocean steamer, from Chicago to the nav- 
igable waters of the Mississippi, so that produce can pass by either 
route to the sea. 

The people of the great Republic of the North American conti- 
nent have been unexpectedly called upon to deal with great 
enterprises, vast and undefmable in their extent; and while expend- 
ing, without discontent or embarrassment, large sums in suppress- 
ing insurrection, and mmrding nguirist foreign invasion, they have 
found time to contemplate, as necessary practical measures, a 
railway from the Missouri to the Pacific, and a line of ocean- 
steamers from San Francisco to the shores of the densely populated 
continent of Asia. A further knowledge of the capacities of our 
country and of the capabilities of its people will ensure for them 
all full and complete success. 

With the highest regards, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. POOR. 
, I. N. Arnold, Hbnet Farnam, and others, Cora- 



FROM THE CORPORATE AUTHORITIES OF THE CITY 
OF KEOKUK, IOWA. 

Keokuk, Iowa, May 22, 186:?. 
Messrs. James Robb, I. N. Arnold, and others, Committee of 
Invitation, Chicago, 111.: 
Gentlemen: — Receiving your circular of April -29, and feeling 
a great interest in the action of the Convention to assemble in your 
city on the second proximo, our City Council, representing the in- 
terests of our community, and vicinity, passed the following; 

" Whereas, There has been a call made for a National Convention, to meet in 
Cuica^o, on Tuesday, June 2nd, 1863, to consider llie enlargement of the canali, 
between the Valley of the Mississippi and the Atlantic ; 
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CoiiiTtiunication, ci insisting of two iiisinliur^, tin 1 Muvor to be chairman, to commu- 
nicitte »it!i suit! l.'ui;vt'!ii.io:i, expressing our views of the importance and m-.-'.-ailii <>/ 
laid enlargtmint." 

The object of the Convention, as we understand it, is the enlarge- 
ment of facilities for transportation from the North-West to tide- 
water, and the construction of a ship-canal, at Federal expense, 
from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi river; bothof which objects 
we regard as important and necessary. The first meets our 
earnest approval, am! we believe, that, by enlarging the locks upon 
the Erie, Oswego, and Welland canals, the present commercial 
necessities of that portion of the West, from your city eastward, 
will be attained, as to eastward transportation; and we cannot 
doubt that New York and Canada will grunt this demand. As we 
lie west of that, improvement, we necessarily feci a more vital inter- 
est in the extension of such trans port. uiiou facilities from your city 
to the Mississippi river. 

As a military measure, we cannot commend it too strongly to 
the General Government. Should our present struggle, for the 
sustaining of our Government against domestic foes, and the over- 
throw of this unholy rebellion, lead us into difficulty on questions 
of comity and international law, with foreign powers, the impor- 
tance, utility, and necessity of free water-communication from the 
Atlantis to the Mississippi river iroul<l Im felt hy all. In view 
of this, which, to say the least, at times looks threatening, shall 
we, supinely, as a people, await such a result before realizing such 
a necessity ? Against sueh a course we strongly protest. 

As a commercial measure, it has our hearty commendation. We 
regard it as a more important impro\ enient, for the benefit of our 
commerce, than any ever before projected in this country, since the 
formation of our government — one that is of vital interest to the 
growth and prosperity of the North- West. As we of the North- 
West are purely an agricultural people, (outside of our large cities, 
where manufacturing is done only to a very limited extent), we 
appreciate fully the necessity of water-communication with the sea- 
hoard. And while our railroads, as some may urge, afford ns lim- 
ited facilities, we are sorry to have it to say, it is at sueh rates of 
transportation as almost amounts to restriction. We heartily com- 
mend all that is contemplated in the second proposition, and cannot 
urge too strongly upon your Convention, the importance and ne- 
cessity of a ship-canal from Chicago to the Mississippi river. 

Trusting you may have a large representation in your Conven- 
tion, and it may not prove in vain that you have thus assembled, 

Yours, very respectfully, 

GEO. B. SMYTH, Mitor, 
C. F. DAVIS, 

Committee. 
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FROM HON. E. JACKSON, 

.-1 '.'l'J:vt of the State of Oona&Jticut. 

Middletown, Conn., May 10, 1863. 

Gentlemen: — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your invitation to attend the Convention to be held at Chicago, on 
the second of June next; and deeply regret that the infirm state 
of my health deprives me of so great a pleasure. 

In obedience solely to your request for my opinion, I cheerfully 
add my humble voice to the unanimous approval, which, I have no 
doubt, awaits this great and magnificent project. It truly repre- 
sents the spirit of the age, which encounters, uodiscouraged, the 
greatest natural obstacles, and subdues the elements themselves to 
the service of man. Its immense results, social, commercial, and 
political, no human foresight can reach ; and, if ever completed, it 
will be worthy of as solemn annual commemoration, as that by 
which the Venitian KepuMir. pvoi'l;iiii.ie<! its dominkm over the sea. 
Very respectfully, your ob't serv't, 

" " E. JACKSON. 

Messrs. James Robb, and others, Committee, Chicago. 



FROM HON. J. W. LONGYEAR, 

A Mom'jer elect of the Botae of ReprewntatlnfH frmii the. SUile of Mr.rfiijnn. 

Lansing, Mich., May 28, 1863. 
Messrs. James Robb, I. N. Arnold, and others, Committee, etc.: 

Your circular letter of 29th April, ulL, came in my absence 
from home, and is now before me. 

I shall do myself the pleasure to accept your kind invitation, 
and hope that much good may arise out of the deliberations of the 
Convention, and that such measures may be devised, as will really 
"tend to promote the development, security, and unity, of the 
whole country." 

Respectfully, etc., 

JOHN W. LONGYEAR. 



FROM J. S. C. KNOWLTON, Esq., 

A (Jltaio/ the State of Xaasaehuxetts. 

Palladium Office, Worcester, Mass., 
May, 186*. 
Gentlemen: — It would give me the greatest pleasure, if it 
were in my power, to be present, as a listener and observer, in 
the proposed Internal Improvement Convention at Chicago. Our 
first great work is to put down the rebellion, and vindicate the 
right of the Government to exist as a Government. When that 
shall have been done, there will then remain the paramount duty 
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of bo arranging and perfecting all the internal and external rela- 
tions of the country, that it shall be placed forever beyond the 
contingency of another rebellion — another war of sections upon 
each other— another subversion of our great industrial aims and 
purposes— another sacrifice in civil war, of the gains and accumu- 
lations of our industry. 

But all of us cannot go into active service in support of the war ; 
and, therefore, there is no reason why all such, as are of necessity 
out of the field of strife, should not give attention to such plans, 
projects, and measures contemplated, a*, if perfected, will bind 
the Union more closely together ; and while preserving all the parts 
in their integrity, will give an impulse to larger and still larger 
development. If this country is ever to be destroyed, and to be 
plunged into the dark pathway of the vanished nations, it will not 
be done by outward assailments, but by a destructive warfare of 
sections of clans, of clubbists in interests as well as in passions, 
wasting each other in unnecessary, because unnatural, struggles. 
One of the most potent means that can be employed to avert such 
disasters, in future, is your proposition to enlarge and mv.Iti/iJ)/ the 
facilities of communication, bet-mem the great inUrlor and the 
ocean coasts. Whoever looks over the map of the United States 
will see the evidences of such natural adjustment, of the several 
parts of the Union to each other, that he will be ready to pro- 
nounce, in the words of Dantei. Wehstku, that they were designed 
for "-one country, one constitution, one destiny!" 

The nigged, and comparatively sterile coasts of the country — 
especially of the Northern Status- --need the facilities for a speedy 
and intimate communication with the rich, fertile, and productive 
lands of the interior. The great necessity of the West is a mar- 
ket. Both sections are essential to e:ich other. We of the East 
need the grains which you of the West produce; and you of the 
West need all the markets you can find for your abundant products; 
for with you, while there is no limit to your supplies of food, you 
will see to it also, that there is no restriction upon the demand for 
those supplies. Western men, who talk- of " leuoi.ny Nam Eitijla.nd 
out in the cold" may be asked to state their proposition in another 
form — that of planting so many acres of corn the less, as New 
England consumes, and of reducing the amount of their produce, 
in just the extent, of the demands made for it, in her market. 

We hear much said, and we talk much ourselves, of the great 
natural outlet of the magnificent Valley of the West, the Missis- 
sippi river, and its 80 to 100 tributaries and bayous— all employed 
in promoting a most healthful communication between the interior 
points and the exterior lines of this great and growing empire, 
whose destiny, it is scarcely too much to hope or believe, is the 
development and roundiiig-out, in their full proportions, of the 
industry of freedom, and the intellectual and moral elevation and 
improvement of the race as individuals and in communities; 
so that it shall be an empire of men, and not alone of material 
interests. 
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Monopolies are adverse to the spirit of our institutions. None 
of us want to be limited to one dull routine, either of business or 
of enjoyment Freedom of choice, the cheapest production, and 
the readiest sale, are the rules of industrial success; and equally- 
true is the declaration, that "two markets are butter than one." 
We of the East have our manufacturing and commercial centres; 
and you of the West have your agricultural and mercantile cen- 
tres. The relations of these centres to each other are those of 
mutuality, and their action, one upon another, is that of reciprocity. 
It is, and must be a great question in political economy, how to 
bring these centres, as representatives of great communities around 
them, into the easiest and quickest action, without any jarring 
collisions of interest or of passion. The city of Chicago, silling 
in queenly majesty, by the side of an internal sea, out of whose 
placid waters the sun seems to shoot its morning beams, is one of 
the most important of these great agricultural and mercantile cen- 
tres. Situated, as it is, at the most southern point of the great 
system of northern lakes and rivers, it must be, for one-half of the 
year, the common highway for the trade and travel between the 
populous East and the great region that lies beyond Lake Michi- 
gan, and around Superior; and will continue to be, when the Atlan- 
tic and Pacific shall be bound together with bands of iron, for com- 
merce between Western Europe and the great Eastern Empires of 
China and Japan. 

If the Mississippi river is so far the cheapest and best communi- 
cation with the Ocean, as to be regarded as a monopoly, why is it 
that we see upon every modern map of the United "States, long 
lines of railway, stretching towards various points of the Upper 
Valley of the .Mississippi. lWmi ihe ports of New Orleans, and Mo- 
bile, Charleston, and Savannah ? What is the purpose of these 
railways, and what are they reaching after? There can be but 
one answer to the question. The South wants to drain the great 
Mississippi Basin of its vast wealth of agricultural and mineral 
products, and it feels the necessity of possessing itself of them 
in a shorter and more expeditious manner, than by the slow and 
circuitous route of the Mississippi river, girint as it is among rivers, 
for the heavy burdens it, bears. The East also has its railways 
grappling the Mississippi Valley ; but it feels that something more 
is wanted, as of "great national, commercial, and military im- 
parlance to the country." It has the advantage of thousands of 
miles in the route from the Mississippi to the Ocean and to Europe. 
That is not enough; it wants a cheap as well as an expeditious 
route. It wants a water track as well as an ikon track, and for 
the simple reason, that while the cost of the iron track, originally 
and continuously, is, of necessity, an immense expenditure, the 
wafer track, when once constructed, never teea.rs out. The differ- 
ence in the expense of operating the two routes is nianiicstly 
great. 

While railways between the East and the West will always be 
preferred for travel and for light and quick freight, a water-eommu- 
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nicalion intermediate between the Mississippi and the St. Lawrence 
direct, easy, and of sufficient capacity for large operations, both in 
peace and in war, seems to have been left, by Divine Providence, 
for the employment of the inventive genius, the constructive skill, 
the industrial power, of a great people, whose progress is to be 
attained by a combined force of physical, intellectual, and moral 
activities, 

I have no means of judging of the feasibility of the plans of 
improvement which are in contemplation, nor their cost, nor of 
the extent to which such improvement would be generally, or even 
locally useful. I only know the general fact, that we want, if we 
can have it, an ample water- communication, over the shortest 
route possible, between the Mississippi and the sea-ports of the 
East. 

A slight survey of the great physical features of the United 
States is an assurance that "the development, prosperity, and 
unity of our whole country" should be the ambition alike of East 
and West, of North and South ; since every consideration of na- 
tional progress, strength, and unity urges the whole people as with 
an irresistible logic to find their highest prosperity and happiness 
in a common brotherhood of (sentiments, of rights, of duties, and 
of obligations. 

Very respectfully, 

J. S. C. KNOWLTON. 

Jakes Robb, Esq., and others, Committee of Citizens of Chicago. 



FROM J. W. BEEKMAN, 

A CKHMH of the Slate of Seui Fork. 

New Yoke, May 29, 1863. 

My Dear Sie: — Very greatly to my regret, I find myself com- 
pelled, unexpectedly, to abandon my visit to Chicago to-day. I 
had written to you, some days ago, to say that I hoped to be at 
the Sherman House on Monday night. 

The object of your proposed Canal Convention is of great mo- 
ment to New York. Before the construction of oar Erie canal, 
the cost of transporting a ton of freight between Jiujfalo and Al- 
bany was one hundred dollars, and the time of transit was twenty 
days. In 1858, a ton of merchandise was moved from Buffalo to 
Albany for two dollars and eighty cents. In 1862 the cost was 
materially less. The quantity of merchandise moving upon the 
canal is already reckoned by millions of tons. We ought not to be 
content until our connection with the great wheat-producing West 
is as free as it is now between Albany and New York. This city 
could well afford to pay the interest on the cost of still further 
enlarging the canal, to a dimension that would admit a Chicago 
propeller to pass direct between the two cities. 

Every public work, which brings the market home to the farm, is 
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an universal blessing. We shall not be always at war. Armed 
gun-boats and iron-clads may traverse water-ways which peaceful 
commerce has developed, but peaceful commerce must be our aim. 
Whatever legislation shall bring to the wheat-grower in the West, 
a larger share of the price his wheat commands in Liverpool, is 
wise /e.;/!4ation. The forwarder thrives better upon a great deal of 
traffic, at a low price, during a long time, than upon the short 
spasms of energetic business, at very high rates, which the costli- 
ness of transportation now creates. 

Rest assured, our interests are identical. If the freight of a 
bushel of wheat, between your city and ours, could be reduced to 
twenty cents, leaving eighty cents for the farmer, and some twenty 
for your merchants, we should gain as much at the East as you 
could. 

In every view of the object you aim at, you ought to succeed. 
Nothing is more patriotic than to promote intercourse between 
eastern and western slates and cities. Nothing tends more pow- 
erfully to make us one — one in hatred of the vile conspiracy of 
ambitious men, which is striving to ruin our country, and to blast 
the hopes of freedom the world over, and one in heart and power 
to put down traitors, than hiterwrf improvements. 
Sincerely and respectfully yours, 

JAMES W. BEEKMAN. 

James Robb, Esq., Chairman, etc. 



FROM JEDEDIAH JEWETT, Esq., 

CvlltcUtr of the pm I 0/ I'ertland, JIaine. 

CuSTOM-HouSK, POET1AND, 

Collector's Office, May 9th, 1863. 

Gentlemen:— Your invitation to attend the National Conven- 
tion, which is to be held in Chicago, on the second day of June 
next, has been received by me. While acknowledging with 
thanks its receipt, I am happy also to state, that the Board of 
Trade of Portland has already voted to send delegates to that Con- 
vention, and that a number, not less than ten, will be present from 
this city. 

We hope to see several of our sister cities in Maine also repre- 
sented; for, although our State, occupying us it does a frontier 
position, would be less benefited by lines of intercommunication, 
than many of her more centra! sisters, yet, we feel that, the State, 
the corporation, or the individual, which, in this hour of attempted 
disunion opposes from selfish ends the construction of new lines 
of traffic and transit, that shall bind together more intimately the 
various States of our beloved Union, will be equally execrated by 
posterity, with the memory of that distinguished son of the South 
who, blessed with the t ripple gift of genius, statesmanship and 
eloquence, illiberally enfolded them all within the boundaries of 
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his own State- South Carolina- ■■ and taught his followers to nourish 
and inculcate the selfish dogma of "State Bights," which has now 
culminated in secession, rebellion, and war; and that, too, against 
a Government whieh haw been even more than maternal in her 
exactions and indigencies. 

Having been chosen one of the Delegates from Portland, I ex- 
pect to have the pleasure, with my associates, of being present at 
the Convention, on the second day of June next. 

I am, with much respect, your ob't servant, 

JEDEDIAH JEWETT. 



FROM HON. JOHN WELLS, 

_■( Client of th>.'. . v ' :'•'.'■. vf Massachusetts. 

Spkingfikld, Mass., May 25, 1863. 
Messrs. James Robe, Wm. Bross, and others: 

I have just received your very "kind letter of the 19th inst. June 
is a very busy month with me, and I shall not be able to leave 
home long enough to attend tlie Convention at Chicago. I am 
sorry, for I should enjoy another visit there very highly, and I am 
very deeply interested in the advancement of the internal improve- 
ments which the Convention is called to promote. 

With the experiences of the last two years, and the threatening 
aspect of our foreign relations, as warnings to us, it is strange that 
there should he any difference of opinion or purpose, as to the true 
policy of our Government in regard to internal means of commu- 
nication and transportation. But, "will it bring grist to my mill?" 
is apt to be the inquiry, which settles the course of too many of 
our people, especially of politicians. 

JOHN WELLS. 



FROM B. B. FRENCH, Esq., 

Cvm»iis',vj::e.T of J'ailic Biiild-inga, Washington. 

Office of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
Capitol of the United States, 

Washington City, May 27, 1863. 
To the Committee on Invitations, Chicago, 111. : 

Gentlemen: — I had the honor to receive, some time since, your 
polite invitation to be present at the ereat Convention which is to 
assemble at Chicago on Tuesday next. It would u r ive me great 
satisfaction to coninlv with vour request, but my official dat.ics 
here forbid it ; and they have been of such a nature recently, as to 
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prevent me from devoting a little time, as I intended, to a reply to 
your request for my "views in writing." 

I have only time now to say, tbat while the bill authorizing tlie 
construction of a ship-canal upon the site of tin 1 present Illinois 
and Michigan canal was pending in the House of Representatives I 
took considerable interest in the able, and somewhat sharp discus- 
sions upon the subject. I read the very able and interesting 
report, made from the Committee on Military Affairs, by Hon, F, P. 
Blair, Jr., in February, ]8tl2, audi was convinced, beyond a doubt, 
of the deep policy as well as great necessity of carrying out, as 
soon as practicable, the vast improvement advocated in that report. 

It would be a work of supererogation, if I had the time, for me 
to go into the history of the initiation, progress, and, as I viewed 
it, unfortunate conclusion of that magnificent effort to encompass 
this Union with what an enthusiastic and eminent friend of mine 
of enlarged views, denominates "« hoop of iron that will hohl 
it together forever.'''' The failure, I hope and believe was only 
temporary; and when a renewed effort, under the auspices of tbe 
great assemblage of patriots and statesmen at your city, on Tues- 
day next, shall be made, no true patriot can doubt that it will be 
successful. That it may be so, any proper ellbrt that I can make 
shall not be wanting. 

This brief letter has been written amid many interruptions, 
and is not what it ought to be ; but, with a heart and soul in the 
project, I trust the Connnitt.ee will excuse further worth, and look 
to future acts on my part, which the old adage quaintly says "are 
stronger than words I" 

With earnest wishes for the ultimate success of the vast and 
eminently important project which you are to consider, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. B. FRENCH. 

Messrs. J. W. Smith, anil others, of the Committee. 



FROM HON. ROBERT J. WALKER, 

Formerly Secretary of the Treatury. 

Cork, Ireland, April 18, 1863. 
Hon, Isaac N. Arnold. M. C, Chicago, 111.: 

Dear Sir : — Here I am in this beautiful city, in glorious old 
Ireland, so many of whose gnllant sons have fallen in "our defense, 
and thousands more of whom now fight the battles of our country. 
When I think of Shields, and Meagher, and Corcoran, and their 
brave associates, shedding their blood that the Union may live ; 
w,hen I feel myself surrounded here by friends of my country, and 
realize how fervently all Ireland desires our success, my heart 
swells with graiitude for this noble race, and my prayers are, that 
Providence would crown them with every blessing. 
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When you received my promise to attend as a delegate the Chi- 
cago Canal Convention, little was it then supposed by me, that 
duty would call me before that time to Europe. So much of my 
promise, however, as embraced the discussion of the question, will 
now he redeemed. The project of an enlarged t/'oro/////i,-cuf, canal, 
uniting Chicago and the Lakes, with the Illinois river and Mis- 
sissippi, has long attracted my attention. As a Senator of the 
United States, tor many years, iVom a South- western State, then 
devoted to the Union, and elected to the Sen sue on that, question, 
I have often passed near or over the contemplated route, always 
concluding that this great work should be accomplished without 
delay. Every material interest of our whole country demands the 
construction of this canal, and the perpetuity of the Union is 
closely identified with its completion. It is for the nation's benefit, 
and should be the nation's work. It will give new outlets to the 
Mississippi, through the Lakes, to the Ocean, and neutralize that 
too exclusive attraction of Western commerce to the Gulf, which 
has so often menaced the integrity of the Union. We must make 
the access from the Mississippi, through the Lakes to the Ocean, 
as cheap, and easy, and eventually as free from tax or toll, as to 
the Gulf, and the flag of disunion will never float again over an 
acre of the soil, or a drop of all the waters of the mighty West. 

It is clear that, centuries ago, the Lakes and the Mississippi 
were united, through the Illinois and Wisconsin rivers, and we 
must remove the obstructions, now divorcing their waters, and 
restore their union, by thorough-cut canals. In a few years, the 
saving of transportation, in a s-ingle year, would more than pay the 
cost of the work. The increase of population, wealth, products, 
imports, exports, and revenue, which would follow the completion 
of this work, can scarcely now be estimated, and it should be 
accomplished, if for no other reason, as a most profitable invest- 
ment of capital for the benefit of the nation. 

But great as is the importance of these enlarged canals, uniting 
the Illinois and Wisconsin rivers with the Lakes, oilier great 
works, connecting with the Hast, are indispensable, as the enlarged 
locks of the; Erie, Champlain, Black river, Syracuse, and Oswego, 
Cayuga, Seneca, Chemung, and Elmira to the Pennsylvania Slate 
line, Rochester, and Alleghany river. Nearly all of these are 
seventy feet wide and seven feet deep, and require only an 
enlargement- of the; hicks, whilst- a few require to be widened and 
deepened- The Chemung canal connects the Susquehanna with 
the Erie canal, at Montezuma-, and the Chenango is tieariv com- 
pleted to the north branch of the Susquehanna- at the Pennsylvania 
State line, whence, the Susquehanna canal passes through Wilkes- 
barn. 1 , Northumberland, Middlelon, and Wrights vilitv, to Havre do 
Grace, in Maryland, on tide-water, at the head of the Chesapeake 
Bay. The great canal, from the southern boundary of New York, 
down the Susquehanna to tide-water, is now five feet' deep, and 
from forty to fifty feet wide, and can be readily enlarged to the 
dimensions of the Eric canal. With these works thus enlarged, 
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the connection of the Lakes would not only be complete with the 
Hudson, and by the Delaware and Raritan canal with the Dela- 
ware, and by the Delaware anil Chesapeake canal with the Chesa- 
peake Bay, but aNo bv the direct route, down the Susquehanna, t<i 
lialtimore, Norfolk, and Albemarle sound. Is not this truly 
national, and is it not equally beneficial, to the East, and the West, 
to open all those route? for large steamers? The system, however, 
would not be complete, without uniting Cliamplam with the St. 
Lawrence, Ontario with Erie, and Huron and Michigan with 
Superior. 

The enlarged works should also be provided through Wisconsin, 
Indiana, Ohio, and Western Pennsylvania, to the Lakes, to the 
extent that these canals can be made of the dimensions of tho 
Erie, and supplied with water. Nor .should we forget the widen- 
ing of the canal at Louisville, the removal of obstructions in the 
St. Clair flats, and Upper Mississippi, and the deepening of the 
mouth of this great river. The construction of these works 
would be costly, but as a mere investment of capital, for the in- 
crease of our wealth and revenue, they would pay the nation ten- 
fold. 

As the main object of these works is cheap transportation, the 
tolls should be diminished, as the works were completed, to the 
full extent, that freight could be carried more cheaply in large 
boats, and provision should be made Cor an adequate sinking-fund, 
so as gradually to liquidate the whole cost, and then collect no 
more tolls than would pay to keep the works in repair. Such is 
the true interest of the States and the nation. If New York 
could collect a toll for navigating the Hudson, it would be against 
her interest, for the diminution and diversion of business, and tax 
on labor and products, would far exceed the net proceeds of any 
such toll. The same principle will apply to these canals. As some 
of them, unfortunately, are owned by private companies, adequate 
provision should be made to prevent these aids from being per- 
verted to purposes of individual speculation. The Erie and 
Ontario canal, at the falls of Niagara, and the Superior, Huron, 
and Michigan canal (less than a mile long,) at the Falls of St. 
Marv, should be made .ship-canals, much larger than those of 
Canada. 

The cost of all these works may exceed $100,000,000, but the 
admirable ilnanelal system of Mr. Secretary Chase, would soon 
supply abundant means for their construction. Already the price 
of gold has fallen largely, our legal tenders are being funded, by 
millions, in the Secretary's favorite ,">-2() sixes, and we shall soon 
have, under his system, a sound, uniform, national currency, bind- 
ing every State and citizen to the Union, and fraught ultimately 
with advantages to the nation, equal to the whole expense of the 

In passing down the Susquehanna canal, at Middletown, com- 
mences the canal, winch, by way of Heading and the Schuylkill, 
connects Philadelphia with the Susquehanna and the Lakes. Most 
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of this wotI; is already six feet deep, hut the whole route, if practi- 
cable, should be enlarged to the dimensions of the Erie canal. 

I have met in the British Museum some documents showing the 
original project (absurdly abandoned) for a large canal from the 
Schuylkill to the Susquehanna. A slight, change will restore this 
work, and give to Philadelphia a complete seven-foot canal, via 
the Schuylkill and Susquehanna, to the Lakes, as short as from New 
York, and through a richer country, both mineral ami agricultural. 
It appears that Washington and Franklin both favored this route. 

1. Gun-boats, and large commercial steamers could then pass, 
without interruption, through all the lakes, to the St. Lawrence, 
the Hudson, the Delaware, Susquehanna, Chesapeake Bay, Albe- 
marle Sound, the Ohio, and Mississippi. 

2. In case of war, foreign or domestic, the saving to the Gov- 
ernment in prices of articles they must buy, and in transportation 
of men, munitions of war, supplies, and coal, would be enor- 
mous. It is believed that the excess of cost in prices and trans- 
portation during this rebellion, occasioned by the want of these 
works, would more than tay for their construction. Nor is 
this the only loss, but victories no doubt have often been turned 
into defeats, for the want of proper facilities for the movement of 
guu-boats, of supplies, and munitions, and the rapid concentration 
of troops and reinforcements. 

3. The ability to obtain supplies, and coal and vessels, from so 
many points, and especially gun-boats, where the coal, iron, and 
fixtures are in juxtaposition, would hasten construction, and cheapen 
prices to the Government. 

The enormous naval and military' power, gained by such works, 
would tend greatly to, prevent wars, foreign or domestic, or, if 
they did occur, would enable us to conduct them with more econo- 
my and success. It is said such vessels can be built, on the Lakes, 
and so they can, for lake defense, but, they would be liable to cap- 
ture or destruction there, before completed, by the enemy, and iron 
vessels and iron-dads could not be constructed so cheaply where 
there is neither coal nor iron, as in regions like the Delaware, Sus- 
quehanna, Alleghany, and Ohio, where these great articles abound, 
and can be used on the spot, with so much economy. 

It must be remembered, also, that, if these iron steamers and iron- 
clads are constructed on the seaboard or the lakes, still the iron 
and coal for building them, and the coal for running them, could 
be supplied much more cheaply, if these enlarged canals were 
finished. Besides, events are now occurring, and may again, in our 
history, requiring the immediate construction of hundreds of iron 
vessels, rams, irun-clads and mortar boats, calling for all the works 
on the seaboard, the Lakes, the Western rivers, and enlarged canals, 
to furnish, in time, the requisite number. Rapid concentration of 
forces, naval and military, and prompt movements, are among the 
great elements of success in war. It will be conceded, that the 
ability to run guu-boats, iron-elads, rams, and mortar boats, through 
all our lakes, to and from them to all our great rivers, and to coa- 
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Beet from both, through such enlarged canals, with the seaboard, 
and the Gull', would vastly increase our naval and military power. 

Is it not clear, then, that if such a movement, with such resources 
and communications, had been made, in sufficient force, the 
first year of the war, so as to seize, or effectually blockade, all the 
rebel ports, to occupy, by an upward and downward movement, 
the whole Mississippi and nil its tributaries, isolating and cutting 
rebeldom in two, and thus preventing supplies from Texas, Louisi- 
ana, and Arkansas, that the contest must have been closed long 
ere this, and thus saved five or six times the cost of these works. 
As indicating the consequence of our occupation and command of 
the Mississippi and the Gulf, let us see its effect on the supply of 
the single indispensable article of beef to the rebel army and 
people. 

By the census of 1 860, table 36, the number of cattle that year 
in the loyal States was 7,674,000; in Texas alone, 2,733,267; in 
Louisiana, 320,8.15; and in Arkansas, 318,355; in those parts of 
the rebel States oast of the Mississippi, not commanded by our 
troops and gun-boal.s, e,5ijs,00f), and in the parts of those States 
thus commanded by us, 1,087,000. Thus it will be seen, that the 
cattle in Texas alone (whence the rebels, heretofore, have derived 
their main supplies,) raised on their boundless prairies, and rich 
perennial grass, have largely exceeded all the cattle in those parts 
of the rebel States east of the Mississippi, commanded by them. 
But that commanded by us, of the Mississippi and its tributaries, 
end the Gulf, as is now the case, cuts on 7 the above supplies from 
Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, west and north Mississippi, north 
Alabama and west and middle Tennessee. Hence the cries of 
starvation from the South ; hence, mainly, the rise there is in the 
price of beef, from a few cents to a dollar a pound. Controlled, 
as the Gulf and Mississippi and its tributaries now arc by us, so as 
to prevent any Western supplies of beef, and the desolation and 
inundation which litis swept over so much of the rest of rebeldom 
since 1860, their army and people cannot be supplied with beef 
throughout this year. Nor would running the blockade help them 
in tliis respect, for Europe has no supplies of beef to spare, requir- 
ing large amounts from us every year. The revolt, then, is doomed 
this year by starvation, if not, as we believe, by victories. Indeed, 
I imagine, if our Secretaries of War and of the Navy were called 
on for official reports, they could clearly show, that with ample 
appropriations in July, 1861, and all these works then completed, 
they could have crushed the revolt in the fall of 1861 and winter 
of 1862. All, then, that has been expended since, of blood and 
treasure, and all the risks to which the Union may have been 
exposed, result from the want of these works. Surely these are 
momentous considerations, appealing, with irresistible force, to the 
heart and judgment of every true American statesman and patriot 

Great, however, as are the advantages in war to be derived 
from the coustrucl.ion of these works, it is still more in peace, and 
as arteries of trade, that the benefit would be greatest. If iron 
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steamers are to control the commerce of the world, the cheap con- 
struction and running of such vessels may decide this great ques- 
tion in oar favor. Now, whether these steamer* are to be built on 



A or the interior, the coal, and iron, and timber, with 
which to make them, ami the cord and supplies with which to run 
them, could be furnished much more cheaply by these enlarged 
canals. And even if the vessels be of timber, the engines, boilers, 
anchors, etc., must be of iron, and they must be run with coal, all 
which would be furnished cheaper at our lakes and seaboard, by 
these enlarged canals. Nor is it only for the construction of 
engines and boilers for steamers, or coal to run them, that these 
works would be important, but the cheapening of the transporta- 
tion of coal, iron, timber, and .supplies, would be greatly beneficial 
in all industrial pursuits. It is, however, in cheapening the trans- 
portation of our immense agricultural products to the East, South, 
seaboard, and the return cargoes, that these works would confer 
the greatest benefits. The value of the freight transported on 
these canals, last year, was over $u00,000,000, but, when all should 
be enlarged, as herein proposed, the value of their freight, in a 
few years, would exceed several billions of dollars. They 
would draw from a vastly extended area, from augmented popu- 
lation and products, and with greater celerity and economy of 
movements, from the increased distances that freight could be 
carried, and additional articles. With these improvements, mil- 
lions of bales of cotton would be carried annually on these enlarged 
canals. All of Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Minnesota, Kansas, 
and the North-western Territories, up the Missouri and its tribu- 
taries, with large portions of Tennessee, Ahibama, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and even of Texas, on the lied river, would be added 
to the region from which supplies would bo sent, and return car- 
goes proceed by these works. Our exports abroad would soon 
reach a nn.Lio.v of dollars, of which at least one-third would con- 
sist of breadstuff's and provisions. Corn was consumed, last year, 
in some of the Western Slates, as fuel, in couneijuence of high 
freights. But this could never recur with these enlarged canals. 
Indeed, the product*, lo be curried on these canals would include 
the whole valley of the Lakes, the Ohio, Mississippi and Missouri, 
and many articles tints reaohiog there, thence he carried, on our 
great imperial railway, to the Pacific, bringimj; back return car- 
goes for the same routes. Breadstuff's and provisions and cotton 
would be carried more cheaply through these canals to the manu- 
facturing States, and their fabrics return the same way, in vastly 
augmented amounts, to the West. 

Last year, even during a war, brcadstuffs and provisions, reach- 
ing $109,67G,87o in value, were exported abroad, from the loyal 
States alone; but, with these enlarged canals, the amount could 
be more than tripplcd, the augmented exports bringing in increased 
imports, and va«t additional revenue. Can we not realize the cer- 
tainty of these great results, and have we not the energy and 
patriotism to insure their accomplishment? Assuredly we have. 
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Nor is it only our revenue from duties that would be increased 
to an extent sufficient of itself, in a few years, to pay the princi- 
pal and interest of the debt incurred in the construction of these 
works, but our internal revenue, also, would be prodigiously aug- 
mented. 

The census of 1860 shows our increase of wealth, from 1850 to 
1860, to have been 126.45 percent. (Table 35.) Now, if we would 
increase our wealth only one-tenth, in the next ten years, by 
the construction of these works, then (our wealth being now 
$16,159,616,0(58) such increase would make our wealth, in 1870, 
instead of *3G,5fi3,+ijn,»?s, more than sixteen hundred millions 
greater, or more \,h:m ten times the cost of these works; and, in 1880, 
instead of $82,865,868,849, over three billions six hundred millions 
more, or more than twenty times the cost of these works. The 
same per centage, then, of our present internal tax, on this 
augmented wealth, estimated at only one per cent., would be 
§16,000,000 (annually) in 1870, and S;»i,0(i0,(!00 (annually) in 1880, 
and constantly increasing. Add this to the great increase of our 
revenuefrom duties, as the result of these works, and the addition 
would not only soon liquidate their cost, hut yield a sum which, in 
a few years, would pay the principal and interest of our public 
debt. 

With such works, we would certainly soon be the first military, 
naval, and commercial power of the world. The West, with these 
reduced freights, would secure immense additional markets for her 
products, and the East send a much larger amount of manufactures, 
in return cargoes, to the West. 

A new and great impulse would be given to the coal and iron 
interest. If the Delaware, Susquehanna, and their tributaries, 
and the Ohio and its tributaries, especially the Youghiogheny, 
Monongahela., and Alleghany had the benefit ol'low freight, afford- 
ed by these canals, they could supply not only the seaboard at 
reduced rates, but also, central and western New York, the Cana- 
das, and the whole Lake Region, with coal and iron. Indeed, the 
increased demand, thus caused for these erea.t articles, would soon 
bring our make of iron and consumption of eoal, up to that of 
England, and ultimately much larger. Freight is a much greater 
element in the cost of coal andiron, than of agricultural products, 
hut the increased exchange would lie mutually advantageous. 

With this system completed, the .Mississippi might communicate 
by large steamers, with all the lakes, and eastward by the enlarged 
canals, to Chicago or Green Bay, or pass up the Ohio, by the 
Wabash or from Lawreneeburg or Cincinnati to Toledo, or by 
Portsmouth or Bridgeport to Cleveland, or by Bridgeport to Erie 
City, or by Pittsburgh, up the Alleghany to Oleau and Rochester, 
on the Erie canal, or by ship-canal, i'rom Buffalo to Ontario, thence, 
by the St. Lawrence to Lake Champlain and the Hudson, or by 
Oswego to Syracuse, or by the Eric canal from Buffalo to the Hud- 
son, or by the Chenango and Chemung route, down the Susque- 
hanna, to Philadelphia, or Baltimore, or down the Chesapeake to 
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Norfolk, anil on through Albemarle Sound south. Or, going from 
the East, or South, westward by those routes, the steamers could 
proceed west, and up the Missouri, to the points whore they would 
meet the groat railway leading to the T'aeitie. Indeed, if we do 
our duty now, the next generation may carry .similar canals from 
the head of Lake Superior to the Mississippi and ".Missouri, and up 
the Kansas or Platte to the gold mines of Colorado, or, from the 
great falls of the Missouri, to the base of the Rooky mountains, 
with railroad connection thence to the mouth of the Oregon and 
Puget'a sound. There would he connected with this system, the 
Lakes, and all the Eastern waters, the Ohio and all its tributaries, 
including the, Youghiogheny, Monongahobi, Alleghany, Kanawa, 
Guyaudotte, Big Sandy, Muskingum, Scioto, Miami, "Wabash, 
Licking, Kentucky, Groen river, Barren, Cumberland, and Ten- 
nessee, the Upper Mississippi ami it s tribal aries, especially the Illi- 
nois and Wisconsin, the Des-Moines and St. Peter's, the lower 
Mississippi and all its vast tributaries, the St. Francis, White river, 
Arkansas, Red river, and Yazoo. These are no dreams of an 
enthusiast, but advancing realities, if now, now we will only do 
our duty in crushing this rebellion, and exorcise the foul fiend of 
slavery, that called it into being. We may best judge of what 
we may do in the future, by what wc have done in the past. We 
have constructed 4,050 miles of canals ("mclm'nrig slackwater), at 
a cost of $132,000,000. We have constructed (including city 
roads) 31,898 miles of railroad, at a cost of $1,203,285,609, making 
an aggregate, for railroads and canals, of $1,335,285,509. Now, 
one-ienth" of this sum will probably make all the works proposed 
now to be executed, for they arc all only enlargements of existing 
canals, except the ship-canal around the falls of Niagara, and a 
similar canal from Lake Champlain to the St. Lawrence, a work of 
vast importance, but that can only be accomplished with the aid 
and consent of Canada, and is not now estimated. 

These improvements would be truly national, especially as pro- 
vision would be made for deepening' the mouth of the Mississippi. 
We propose to make or enlarge no mere local works, but only 
such as connect the Atlantic and. the Gulf with the Lakes, Ohio, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Hudson, Delaware, Susquehanna, Chesa- 
peake bay, ami Albemarle sound. These local routes must be 
constructed or enlarged by local or Slate expenditures. 

The canals in New York, constituting so large a portion of the 
svstem, have already (mostly) the requisite width and depth, and 
only need an enlargement of the looks. The great Delaware and 
Raritan c'anal, connecting New York with Philadelphia, has a 
depth of eight feet, and the Delaware and Chesapeake, uniting 
them with the Susquehanna and the Lakes, Baltimore, Norfolk, 
and Albemarle sound, has a depth of ten feet. No doubt the 
enlightened proprietors of the Delaware and Raritan canal would, 
on fair terms to themselves and the Government, enlarge that canal 
(if practicable) to the depth of the Delaware and Chesapeake, 
which would be of incalculable benefit to the whole country, but 
especially to New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Norfolk. 
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The Pennsylvania canals proposed to be enlarged, are the Schuyl- 
kill, lending by tlie Union from Philadelphia, through Heading to 
Middle ton on the Susquehanna, and (hence up that river to the 
Erie and the Lakes. The Schuylkill canal, 10 miles to Readme, 
has a depth of six feet, and from Iteadina; to Middle ton, four feet, 
The Susquehanna canal, from Havre du (Trace, Maryland, at the 
head of tidewater, and the Chesapeake bay to the New York line, 
and system, has a uniform depth of live feet, and is about 300 miles 
long. This canal, leading through Maryland and Pennsylvania 
along the Susquehanna, can readily and comply be enlarged to the 
dimensions of the Erie canal, and will then furnish Norfolk, Balti- 
more and Philadelphia a direct route to the Lakes by the enlarged 
system, fully equal to that of New York. Western Pennsylvania 
and Pittsburgh would have the route, by the enlarged system, up 
the Allegany and Olean to Rochester on the Erie canal, and thence 
to the Hudson or the Lakes, and from Bridgeport to Cleveland or 
Erie City. Ohio would have the benefit of the routes (enlarged) 
to and from Cleveland to Bridgeport or Portsmouth on the Ohio, 
and to and from Toledo to the mouth of the Wabash or Miami, or 
to Cincinnati. These canals are forty feet wide and four fee! deep. 
Indiana would have the benelit, of the Wabash and Erie canal to 
Pvansville, on the Ohio, from Toledo, and to and from the same 
point to the mouth of the Miami at Lawreneeburg and to Cincin- 
nati, and would also largely participate in the benefit of the Chi- 
cago and Illinois canal of the whole system. Wisconsin would 
have the benefit of all these canals, but especially of that connect- 
ing the Wisconsin river with Green Bay, and the rest of the lakes 
with Lake Superior. Illinois would have the benefit of the Wabash 
and Erie, the Chicago and Illinois, and of the entire system. In- 
deed, with a thorough-cut eanal from the Illinois river to Chicago, 
fact will outstrip fancy as regards the progress of that great city. 
And here a strong argument in favor of the whole of these works 
is presented to every true American, by the fact that the vast and 
increasing heavy and bulky products of the West demand the 
enlarged works, and if she cannot have them by the Hudson, the 
Delaware, and Susquehanna, she will have them by the Canada 
canals, and the St. Lawrence to its outlet in the Gulf. Minnesota 
would have the benefit of the improvement of the upper Missis- 
sippi, and of the canals uniting the Wisconsin with Green Bay, and 
Superior with the other lakes. Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, and the 
whole Western Territories would have the benefit of the improve- 
ment of the Mississippi, of the routes by Chicago, Green Bay, the 
Ohio, and the whole system. The glorious new free- State of West- 
ern Virginia would have the benefit of all the routes up and down 
the Ohio and Mississippi to the Lakes, the Hudson, Delaware, Sus- 
quehanna, and the Gulf So would Kentucky, and the enlargement 
of the Louisville canal would he within her own limits. When wo 
reflect that Kentucky borders for nearly a thousand miles on the 
Ohio and Mississippi, with her streams, the Big Sandy, Licking, 
Kentucky, Green river, and Barren (which last four have 766 miles 
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of slackwater navigation), Cumberland, and Tennessee, all tribu- 
taries of the Ohio, the benefits to her would be prodigious. The 
interest of the States of Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi, Louis- 
iana, North Alabama, on the Tennessee river, and Texas, on the 
Red river, would be greatly promoted. They would have improved 
routes to and from the mouth of the Mississippi, and to and from 
the Ohio, the Lakes, and the Atlantic. Eastern Virginia and 
North Carolina would derive great advantages by the enlarged 
routes, connecting Albemarle sound and the Chesapeake with New 
York, Philadelphia, the Hudson, the Delaware, the Susquehanna, 
and the Lakes. Delaware and Maryland could avail themselves 
most beneficially of all these routes, and Baltimore would derive 
immense advantages from the enlarged route by the Susquehanna 
to the Lakes, having then as good a route there as New York, and 
the difference of distance being only 30 miles. New Jersey, by 
her route from the Delaware and Rnril.au to the Hudson, and by 
her rising cities near or opposite Philadelphia- and New York, and 
by the enlarged system to the Lakes, would find all her interests 
greatly advanced, and the business on ber canals and railroads 
vastly increased. Michigan, with a larger lake shore than any 
otber State, fronting on Lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron, St 
Clair, the connecting straits and rivers, and Lake Erie, would 
derive immense advantages. By her immediate connection with 
the whole New York and Eastern system, and by Toledo, Cleve- 
land or Erie City, to the Ohio river, and by the Chicago or Green 
Bay routes to the Mississippi and the Gulf, her vast agricultural 
products in the peninsula would find new and augmented mar- 
kets ; while, with the ship-canal to Lake Superior, the magnificent 
iron and copper mines uii that, immense inland sea, as well as those 
in Wisconsin, and the splendid pineries and fisheries of both States, 
would receive an immense development. Pennsylvania has no 
large available through route now from the Delaware and Susque- 
hanna to the Lakes, nor from Pittsburgh. The proposed system 
would give her those routes, as well from the East as from the 
West. This would give to her coal and iron, her vast agricultural 
products, her immense manufactures, and all her industrial pur- 
suits, a new impulse, while her two great cities, Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh, would be greatly advanced in wealth and population. 
When we reflect that coal and iron have mainly contributed to 
make England what she is, and how superior, in this respect, are 
the natural advantages of Pennsylvania with her bituminous and 
anthracite coal and iron and fluxes in juxtaposition, with a con,- 
tinent surrounding her to furnish a market, with her central loca- 
tion, fronting on the deep tidewater of the Delaware, and upon the 
Lakes and the Ohio, with its two great confluents at Pittsburgh, 
the Alleghany and Monongahela, we cannot fully realize the 
immense advantages which she would derive from these enlarged 
communications. But what of New York? With all her routes, as 
well as that of the Erie canal, enlarged as proposed, with her 
mighty system extending to the Lakes and St. Lawrence, from Lake 
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Champ] ain to Superior, south by the Delaware and Susquehanna, 
west by the Alleghany, Ohio, Missouri, and Mississippi, and her 
great city with an unrivalled location, what an imperial destiny 
lies before her, with the Union preserved ? Oh ! if she would 
only fully realise these great (ruths, ami spurn from her embrace 
the wretched traitors who, while falsely professing peace, mean 
the degradation of the North and the dissolution of this Union, 
who can assign limits to her wealth and commerce? 

Let us now examine the relitions of New England to these pro- 
posed works. Vermont, upon Lake Chatnplain, by the enlarged 
system, connecting her with the Hudson, the St. Lawrence, and 
the Lakes, would be greatly advanced in wealth and population. 
But with cheapened transportation to and from Lake Champlain 
or the Hudson, and not only Vermont, but all New England, in 
receiving her coal and iron, and her supplies from the West, and 
in sending them her manufactures, will enjoy great advantages, 
and the business of her railroads be vastly increased. So, also, 
New England, on the Sound, and, in fact, the whole seaboard and 
all its cities. Bridgeport, New Haven, New London, Providence, 
Fall River, New Bedford, Boston, Portland, Bangor, Belfast, and 
East.port, will all transact an inuuen.se increased business with New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, .and the West. As the greatest 
American consumer of Western breads tuffs and provisions, and 
of our iron and coal, and the principal seat of domestic manu- 
factures, the augmented reciprocal trade of Now England with 
the South and West will be enormous. Her shipping and ship- 
building interests, her cotton, woollen, worsted, and textile fabrics, 
her machinery, engines, and agricultural implements, boots and 
shoes, hats and caps, her cabinet furniture, musical instruments, 
paper, clothing, fisheries, soap, candles, and chandlery, in which 
she has excelled since the days of Franklin, and, in fact, all her 
industrial pursuits, will be greatly benefited. The products of 
New England in 1860, exclusive of agriculture and the earnings 
of commerce, were of the value of $i'04,O7»,-i98. But in a few 
years after the completion of these works, this amount will be 
doubled. Such is the skilled and educated industry of New Eng- 
land, and such the inventive genius of her people, that there is no 
limit to her products, except markets and consumers. As New York 
increases, the swelling tide of the great city will flow over to a 
vast extent into the adjacent shores of Connecticut and New Jer- 
sey ; and Hoboken, West Hoboken, Wechawken, Hudson City, 
Jersey Oily, and Newark, will meet in one vast metropolis. Phila- 
delphia will also flow over in the same way into Camden and adja- 
cent portions of New Jersey, whose farms already greatly exceed 
in value those of any other State. The farms in New Jersey in 
I860 were of the average value of $00.38 per acre, while those of 
South Carolina, the great leader of the rebellion, with all her 
boasted cotton, rice, and tobacco, and her 402,400 slaves, were 
then of the average value of JJS.G1 per acre. (Census table 36.) 
And yet there are those in New Jersey who would drag her into 
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the rebel confederacy, cover her with the dismal pall of slavery, 
and who cry Peace! peace! when there is no peace, except in 
crushing this wicked rebellion. The States of i.lie Pacific, as the 
enlarged canals reached the Mississippi and Missouri, and ulti- 
mately the base of the Rocky mountains, would he greatly advanced 
in all their interests. Agricultural products and other bulky and 
heavy articles that could not bear transportation all the way 
by the great Pacific railroad, could be carried by such enlarged 
canals to the Mississippi and Missouri, and ultimately to the base 
of the Rocky mountains, and thence, by railroad, a comparatively 
short distance, to the Pacific, and westward to China and Japan. 
In order to make New York and San Francisco great depots of 
interoeeanic commerce for America, Europe, Asia and the world, 
these enlarged canals, navigated by large steamers, and ultimately 
toll free, are indispensable. 

We have named, then, all the Territories, and all Ihe thirty-five 
States, except three, as deriving great and special advantages from 
this system. These three are Georgia, South Carolina, and Flor- 
ida, with a white population, in I860, of 843,338. These States, 
however, would not only participate in the increased prosperity of 
the whole country, and in augmented markets for their cotton, rice, 
sugar, tobacco, and timber, and in cheaper supplies of Eastern 
miin utile tures, coal, iron, and Western products, but they would 
deriye, also, special advantages. They have a large trade with 
New Orleans, which they would reach more cheaply by the deep- 
ening the mouth of the Mississippi. They could pass up Albe- 
marle sound, by the interior route, to Baltimore, Philadelphia, New 
York, or the West, and take back return cargoes by the same 
route. Georgia, also, by her location on the Tennessee river, 
together with South Carolina, connected with that river at Chat- 
tanooga, would derive great benefits from this connection with the 
enlarged canals and improved navigation of the West, sending 
their own and receiving Western products more cheaply. 

Thus, every Slate and every Territory in the Union would be 
advanced in all their interests by these great works, and lands, 
farms, factories, town and city property, all be improved in value. 

But, there is another topic connected with this subject, of vast 
importance, particularly at this juncture, to which I must now re- 
fer. It is our public lands, the homstead bill, and immigration. 
On reference to an article on tins subject, published by me in the 
November number of The Continental Monthly, it will be 
found that our unsold pub lie lands embraced 1, (MO, 801 square 
miles, being l,0;"i5,0U,'2SS acres, extending to fifteen Stales and ail 
the Territories, and exceeding half the area of the whole Union, 
The area of New York bemsr -17, 000 square miles, is less than a 
thirtydilthof'this public domain. England (proper'). 50,!>22 square 
miles; France, 203,730; Prussia, 107,021 ; and Germany, 80,0-20 
square miles. Our public domain, then, is more than eight times 
as large as France, more than fifteen times as large as Prussia, 
more than twenty times as large as Germany, more than thirty -two 
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times as large as England, ami larger (esehirting Russia) than all 
Europe, containing more than 200,000,000 of people. As Eng- 
land proper contained, in 1881, 18,949,916 inhabitants, if our public 
domain were as densely settled, its population would exceed 
606,000,000, and it would be 200,407,581, it numbering as many to 
the square mile as Massachusetts. These lands embrace every vari- 
ety of soil, products and climate, from that of St. Petersburg to 
the tropics. 

Af'tt'i' commenting on the provisions of our homestead bill, which 
gives to every settler, American or European, 160 acres of land 
lor ten dollars (the cost of survey, etc.), I then said : 

11 The homestead priv-ii^i- wit; hugely increase immi^ratUm. .Vo.v, h?=ii!e; the 
iiiimn Ijrau-jjt here by the ivji:;:L-;-;iiit.s. r.lie census proves that the average annual 
value of the la'nir of Uass.ieiiiise',:.?. /,-.r vapita, was, in I860, $220 for tact) man, 
woman and ctuid, independent of the gains of commerce — very large, but not 
given. Assuming that of tlie immigrants fit an average annual va'.ue uf only SlitO 
each, or Ion tnan ;':i i r:v- i. I: rue cunts a day, it would make, in ten years, at the rate 
of 100, 0UU each year, the following aggregate : 

1 st year 

2nd " 



Ji'iO.nOO 


_ 


fli-i.uuit.rniO 


.2ni>,ii'->:) 




20,000,000 


.SOU, (tin) 




3o,i-0;j,uuu 


.4ii1l,l.t()1J 




.1i),lll!lj,l)ll') 


.fi;iii,(ini) 




BO.000,000 


,<>i|o,f.nm 




60,000,00 I 


.Ti.m.iioij 




7ii,(,ii.i,r,i,ii 


.MHi.iJuO 




So, .', 


.IWO.i.hlf) 




B0,000,000 


,U')u,UI!0 


— 


Mil. i.ii i.^ii, jij 



Total $55Ci,rjUi.i,!:.i.n.i 

"In tiii? t.-ihle the lata or of all im movants lmc'i year ;j properly added !.o ikose 
arriving the succeeding year, so as to make the age; rebate the [usi year 1,000.000. 
This would malm the \-a!ue of the luliov of this million of immigrants in ten years, 
IS50,'Ji!i!.uiio. independent of the annual accumulation of capita), unit the labor 
of the children of the immigrants (bin n here) ai'i.er the first ten years, which, with 
their de-eenii nits, won!:! :rn on cous-.-mtly increasing. 

" But by the official returns. {\i. 1 1. CieiHus.'i the nnuhcr of alien i;-:mi grants to 
the United St.nl.es, from December, ls.-ii'i, to December, UioO, was V'^.-i 6, or an 
annual average of 260,000. 

"The effect, then, of this immigration, on the basis of the last table, upon the 

1st year 280,000 — $26,000,000 

2nd " 520,000 — 52,000,000 

3rd " 780,000 — 78,000,000 

4th '• 1,040,000 = 104,000,000 

6th " 1,300,000 =. 130,000,000 

6th " 1,1580,000 = 156,000,000 

7th " 1,820,000 — 182,000,000 

8th " 2,080,000 = 208,000.000 

9th " 2,340,000 — 234,000,000 

10th " 2,600,000 = 260,000,000 

Total 11,480,000,000 

"Thus, the value of the labor of the immigrants, from 1850 to I860, was 

Sl,4.3i.!,0Oi\i:'i'i.i, making no allowance for the accumulation of capital, by annual 
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reinvestment, nor for the natural increase of tliis population, amounting, by the 
census, in ten years, to about twenty-four per cert, This, addition to our wealth, 
by the labor of the children, in tin 1 first. ten yean?, would lie small ; but in the 
second and each purees dins (';■ rude, when we eount children, and their deseend- 
iinta, it would lie laree ;,:.■.) constantly aupnrrir.hiL'. Hut tlie census shows that 
our wealth increases each ten veins at the rate of 120.45 per cunt. (i.'ens..is T.iblo 
S5.) Now, then, take our increase of wealth, in consequence of immigration, as 
before Ktoied, aed cr.ru pound i (. at the rate of ]2<i.-15 per cent, every ten yeara, 
and the result is l«ip,r over i;;,i.K;(). !:(:■!!, i.mii in J STO, anil over $7,iii.i"ii,0i.»i,(ji>ii in 
1SSi\ independent of the effect of any immigration succeeding 1800. If these 
results fire astonishine, ivr must i\ nicmbri tin:!, in.mieraiion here is augmented 
population, and that it is population and iabor that create wealth. Capital, 
indeed, is hat the arrumnlar.ion of labor, Immigrate. n, clt.-ii, iron' 1850 to 1SS0, 
added to our national prod nets, a f..m more than double our whole debt on the 1st 
of duly !apt, ar.d amnion 'in fr ir. a ratio much more rapid than itfl iucrease, and 
thus enabling us to bear -.be war expunges." 

As the homestead privilege must largely increase immigration, 
and add especially to the cultivation ol' our soil, it. will eotitrihutu 
vastly to increase our population, wealth, and power,and augment 
our revenues from duties and taxes. 

As this domain is extended over fifteen States and all the Terri- 
tories, the completion of these enlarged canals, embracing so largo 
a portion of them, would be most advantageous to all, and the in- 
ducement to immigration would greatly increase, and hum Jurat ion 
must soon flow in from Europe in an augmented volume. Indeed, 
when these facts are generally known in Europe, the desire of 
small renters, and of the working classes, to own a farm, and cul- 
tivate their own lands here, must Tiring thousands to our shores, 
even during the war. But it will be mainly when the rebellion 
shall have been crushed, the power of the Government v indicated, 
it authority fully re-established, and slavery extinguished, so as to 
make labor honorable everywhere throughout our country, and 
freedom universal, that Ibis immigration will surge upon our shores. 
When we shall have maintained the Union unbroken against for- 
eign and domeslic enemies, and proved that a republic is as pow- 
erful in war as it is benign in peace, and especially that (he p< opie 
will rush to the ranks to crush even the most gigantic rebellion, 
and that they will not only hear arms, but taxes, for such a pur- 
pose, the prophets of evil, who have so often proclaimed our Gov- 
ernment an organized anarchy, will lose their power to delude the 
people of Europe. And when that people learn the truth, and the 
vast privileges offered them by the Homestead Bill, there will be 
an exodus from Europe to our country, unprecedented since the 
discovery of America. The wounds inflicted by the war will then 
soon be healed, and European immigrants, cultivating here their 
own farms, and truly loyal to this free and paternal Government, 
from which they will have received this precious gift of a farm for 
each, will take the place of the rebels, who shall have fled the 
country. 

We have seen that the total cost of our railroads and canals, 
up to this date, was §l,3i!. : i > 'J£5,.ot;9, and I have estimated the proba- 
ble cost of these enlarged works as not exceeding one-tenth of 
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this sum, or $133,528,556. Let us now examine that question. 
We have seen that our 4,650 miles of canals cost $132, 'j0t),0OQ, 
being $28,387 per mile, or less, by $8,3!t5 per mile, than our rail- 
roads. It will be recollected that a large number of miles of these 
canals have already the requisite depth of seven feet, and width 
of seventy, and need only an enlargement of their locks. It ap- 

5 ears, however, by the returns, that the Erie canal, the Grand 
unction, Champlain canal, and the Black River, Chemung, Che- 
nango, and Oswego, in all 528 miles, are all seven feet deep, and 
seventy feet wide, and cost $83,494 per mile, while the average 
cost of all our canals, varying from forty to seventy-five feet in 
width, and from four to ten in depth, was $28,387 per mile. As- 
suming $28,000 per mile as the average cost of the eanals requir- 
ing enlargement, and $63,000 that of those per mile, having al- 
ready the requisite dimensions, the difference would be $55,000 
per mile, as the average cost of those needing increased dimen- 

The estimated cost, then, would stand as follows : 



. .g99,2i 



The conjectural estimate heretofore made by me was $133,528,556, 
or, one-tenth the cost of our existing railroads and canals, and 
exceeding, by 8 1,52 8,556, the cost of all our present 4,050 miles of 
canal. Deduct this fom the above $133,528,550, leaves %:i4,2(;s\n50 
to be applied to improving the St. Clair flats, the Mississippi 
river deepening its mouth, and for the ship-canal round the Falls 
of Niagara. 

No estimate is now presented of the cost of the canal from 
Lake Champlain to the St. Lawrence, because that requites the 
co-operation of Canada. 

The railroads of our country would increase their business, with 
our augmented wealth and population, especially ™ tne transport- 
ation of passengers and merchandise. They would also obtain 
iron cheaper for rails, boilers and engines, timber for ears, bread- 
stuffs and provisions for supplies, and coal or wood for their 
locomotives. 

Great, however, as would be the effect of these works in aug- 
menting our commerce, wealth and population, their results in 
consolidating :u,d perpetuating our Union would be still more im- 
portant. When the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri, and all their 
tributaries, arteriali/ing the great valley, shall be united by the, 
proposed routes with the Lakes, the St. Lawrence, the Hudson, 
Delaware, Susquehanna, Chesapeake, and Albemarle, what sacri- 
legious hand could be raised against such a Union? We should 
have no more rebellions. We should hear no more of North, 
South, East and West, for all would be linked together by a 
unity of commerce and interests. Our Union would become a 
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social, moral, geographical, political and commercial necessity, and 
no State would risk by secession the benefit of participating in its 
commerce. We should be a homogeneous people, and slavery 
would disappear before the march of civilization, and of free 
schools, free labor, free soil, free lakes, rivers and canals. It is 
the absence of such a system (aided by slavery), drawing the 
West and 8outh-weM, by a supposed superior attraction, to the 
Gulf, that has led the South-west into this rebellion. But with 
slavery extinguished, with freedom strengthening labor's hand, 
with education elevating the soul and enlightening the understand- 
ing, and with such communications, uniting ;i'.l our groat lakes and 
rivers, East and West, all crowned with flourishing towns and 
mighty cities, with cultured fields and smiling harvests, exchang- 
ing their own products, and fabrics, and those of the world, by fly- 
ing cars and rushing steamers, revolt or disunion would be im- 
possible. Strike down every barrier that separates the business 
of the North and East from that of the South and West, and you 
render dissolution impossible. In commerce we would be a unit, 
drawing to us by the irresistible attraction of interest, intercourse 
and trade, the whole valley of the Lakes and St. Lawrence. 
Whom God had united by geography, by race, by language, com- 
merce, and interest, political institutions could not long keep asun- 
der. Of all foreign nations, those which derive the greatest dis- 
advantages from such an union would be England and France, the 
two governments which a wicked pro-slavery rebellion invites to 
attempt our destruction. With such a commerce, and with slave- 
ry extinguished, we would have the Union, not as it was, but as 
our fathers intended it should be, when they founded this great 
and free republic. We should attain the highest civilization, and 
enjoy the greaf.es!; happiness of which our race is capable. So long 
as slavery existed here, and we were divided into States cherish- 
ing and Slates abhorring the institution, — so long as free and 
forced labor were thus antagonized, we could -curcely be said to 
have a real Union, or to exist truly as a nation. Slavery loomed up 
like ablack mountain, dividing us. Shivery kept, us always on the 
verge of civil war, with hostility to liberty, education and pro- 
gress, and menacing for half a century the life of the Republic. 
The question, then, was not, Will any measure, or any construc- 
tion of the constitution, benefit the nation ? but, Will it weaken or 
strengthen slavery? All that was good, or great, or national, was 
opposed by slavery — science, literature, the improvement of rivers 
and harbors, homesteads fo:' the West, defenses and navies for the 
East American ocean steamers were sacrificed to foreign subsi- 
dies, and all aid was refused to canals or railroads, including that 
to the Pacific, although essential to the national unity. Slavery 
was attempted to be forced on Kansas, first by violence and inva- 
sion, and then by fraud, and the forgery of a constitution. De- 
feated in Kansas by the voice of the people, slavery took the ques- 
tion from the people, and promulgated its last platform in 1800, by 
which all the Territories, nearly equal in area to the States, were 



a by Google 



194 

to bo subjected forever (t.s Territriri.es to slavery, although opposed 
by the overwhelming voice of their people. Slavery w;is national- 
ized, and freedom limbed and circumscribed, with the evident in- 
tent soon to strangle it in all the States, and spread forced labor 
over the continent, from the North to Gape Horn. Failing in the 
election, slavery then assailed the vital principle of the republic, 
the rule of the majority, and inaugurated the rebellion. Slavery 
kept perjured traitors for months in the cabinet and the two 
Houses of Congress, to aid in the overthrow of the Government. 
Then was formed a constitution avowedly based on slavery, set- 
ting it up as an idol to be worshipped, and upon whose barbaric 
altars is now being poured out the sacrificial blood of freemen. 
But it will fail, for the curse of God and man is upon it. And 
when the rebellion is crushed, and slavery extinguished, we shall 
emerge from this contest strengthened, purified, exalted. We shall 
march to the step and music of a redeemed humanity, and a regen- 
erated Union. We shall feel a new inspiration, and breathe an 
air in which slavery and every form of oppression must perish. 

Standing upon these friendly shores, in a land which abolished 
slavery in the twelfth century, and surrounded by a people de- 
voted to our welfare, looking westward, along the path of empire, 
across the Atlantic, to my own beloved country, these are my 
views of her glorious destiny, when the twin hydras of slavery 
and rebellion are crushed forever. 

If our Irish adopted citizens could only hear, as I now do, the 
condemnation of slavery and of this revolt, by the Irish people ; if 
they could hear them, as I do, quote the electric words of their re- 
nowned Curran against slavery, and in favor of universal emanci- 
pation-; if they could listen, as they repeated the still bolder and 
scathing denunciations of their great orator, O'Connell, as he 
trampled on the dehumanizing system of ebatlel slavery, they would 
scorn the advice of the traitor leaders, who, under the false guise of 
democracy, hut in hostility to all its principles, would now lure them 
by the syren cry of peace, into the destruction of the Union, 
which guards their rights, and protects their interests. 

The Convention now assembled at Chicago, can do much to in- 
augurate ;i new era of eivilizur.ion, freedom and progress, by aiding 
in giving to the nation these great interior routes of commerce and 
intercourse, in the centre of which your great city will hold the 
urn, as the long-divorced waters of the Lakes and the Mississippi 
are again commingled, and the Union linked together by the im- 
perishable bonds of commerce, interest and affection. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

K J. WALKER, 
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LIST OF DELEGATES 



SHIP-CANAL CONVENTION. 



Hon. Hannibal Hamlin Jiimgor. . I'lmes II. Perlev. . 

Ex-Cot. Israel Washburne ... " Daniel Wo^d 

A. D. Manson « John W. Perkins . 

1'hill i|> II Brown Portland. Charles F,. Jo;e . . . 

T. C. Heraey " C. F. Foster 

JodeJiah Jnwett " Horatio N T . Jose . . 

John A. Poor " John A. S. Dana. . 

John Lynch " John T. Giluian. .. 

James 0. Brown " C. B. Stitson 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 



Lucius T.sllett Burlingto 

John TV, lien 

L.B. Piatt 



Villiiim Early Hartland. 

I. M. Huntington Rochester. 



CONNECTICUT. 



8. N. Gould Cornel. 

R. R. Dake Pittsfield. 

Hon. Thomas P. Bogana Conn. 



A. W. Narrows Hartford. 

C. C. Tiffany New Haven. 

John P. Elton Waterbury. 

Thomas Toner,... " 

Thomas L. Gould " 



MASSACHUSETTS. 



Hon. J. II. CI mm! .New Bedford. 

Dr.E. P. Able 

Ed. N. Huwlund 

Daniel Suiliran " 

Dr. Lini ■■•■. tt.i r tl.-r r 

H. W' Scaburi 

Theodore Kaowies 

L. Bart leu 

Samuil G Bowdeu Boston, 

Oliver Per ~ us " 

Charl.j C. Fuller 

Hon. I, S.-.-i;riT ■' 

Wm. Hilton. 



Daniel Pitman 

J. S. Blackford 

S. B. Stebbins 

J. S. Edgerly 

RoberUIill 

William G. F„ Pope.. 

Oilman Currier 

J. C. Converse 

William Penson 

Daniel Shuudy 

Solomon Parsons 

L. M Beardsiy 
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E. T. Proper 
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H. W. Rogers 
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H. B. Wilder 
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G. It. Wilson 

0.0. F. Gay 
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11. I). Dorr 

E. P. Dorr 
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J. Parker 

Wu'k r Johnson .... 

John Allen 
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1'. 11. Bender 

David (iray 

Walter Young 

E, R. Jewett 

.1. M. Hiehmond 
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C. U.'W-vcoff. 
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James 1*. Evans. 
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l.i. F. Greene 
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Chavi,- Weiidali 


Buffalo. 
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E, A, Price 
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Dr. James S. Whaley 
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D. M. Chapin 
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[The following letters were mislaid, but having been recovered 
are here appended :] 

FROM ADMIRAL JOHN A. DAHLGREN, 

CoimruH-.il/i '..-[ ll.i: .V.-ji,vj.! F-.ir<y.s h-.'j.ir:: C'harki.l^a. 

Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department, 
Washington City, May 9, 1863. 
Hon. Isaac N. Arnold, Chicago : 

My Dear Sir: — Your kind note of the 1st has just reached 
me. 

The object which your Convention basin view is truly import- 
ant, and 1 judge from the names of those who sign the call, that 
it is likely to receive the attention it deserves. 

I regret that the demands on my time by public duties will most 
probably prevent mo having the pleasure of being present at the 
meeting. 

In the course of business, I have just visited some places on the 
Ohio and Mississippi where vessels an: being built for service on 
these rivers. It was the first time I had been west of the moun- 
tains, but in the brief duration of a hurried journey, I was able 
to realize the impression I had formed of the great future of the 
West. 

Facility of commerce for products of all kinds is absolutely 
essential to tlie due development of its resources, and to this, the 
object you have in view is one that must conduce very materially. 

L wish much that my views were sufficiently matured to give 
them expression in writing, but the subject embraces too much that. 
is wholly unknown to me, and which would be indispensable to 
any statement that could be of the least serivce. 

With my best wishes for the success of this and every other 
project that may add to the prosperity and union of our glorious 
country, I am most truly, 

Your obedient serv't, 

JOHN A. DAHLGREN:. 

FROM THE LATE ADMIRAL A. H. FOOTE, 

OJ ike. C:ilti!d titiiUi Xtisy, 

Washington, D. C, May 24, 1863. 
My Dear Sir: — Your kind letter of invitation of the 1st instant, 
with its enclosed call for a national convention, lias been received. 
With the pressure of my public business I am unable to leave 
Washington for the present, unless it be on a tour of inspection 
at the diifereut navy yards and tin: rendezvous, otherwise I should 
be most happy to avail myself of your kindness; not that I con- 
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airier myself at all competent to Tender aid in promoting the laud- 
able object of your Convention, but rather to see Chicago and 
my many friends in your prosperous city. 

While I take a deep interest in everything tending to promote 
our national prosperity by the development of its commercial 
facilities, and strengthening the bonds of union, I trust that the 
objects of your grand Convention may be consummated. The 
character of rny pursuits in life, and limited information on the 
subjects which are to come before you, hardly warrant me in pre- 
paring a paper to be read before the Convention, with the idea 
that it could prove of any value. 

Thanking you for the compliment, and with my respects and 
kind regards for Mrs. Arnold, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
and friend, 

A. H. FOOTE. 



FROM HON. WM. STRAGUE, 

A United States Senator from Ukvit Maud. 

Providence. R I., May], 1803. 

Dear Sir: — I have your kind note of the 1st. I will try and 
be with yon. I desire to be second to none in interest for your 
enterprise. Truly yours, 

Hon. I. H. Arnold, Chicago. WM. SPKAGUE. 



FROM HON. A. B. OLIN, 

« of tie Military Commutes of the Uovtt of Bcprewntallta qf the S~th CvngreM. 

"Washington, D. C, May 4, 1803. 
Hon. I, N. Arnold: 

My Dear Sir :— T have received your note and the accompany- 
ing circular of the proposed commercial Convention, to be held on 
the first Tuesday of June next. 

I intend, with God's blessing, to be there. I feel a very deep 
interest in it. I regard my life and labor-" in Congress as a sub- 
stantial failure by reason of the loss of our bill. 

I am sure that if that act had passed, it alone would have given 
the last Congress a better title to the respect of posterity than 
any or all of its other acts. I have no doubt the proposed Con- 
vention will so prepare the public mind, as to make your triumph 
certain and your victory easy at the next session of Congress. I 
feel no regret at leaving Congress, and yet I confess I should like 
much to share with you the distinguished honor which will attend 
the success of a measure of such transcendent importance to the 
country, aa I regard this to be. 

Very truly yours, 

A. B. OLIN. 
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FROM HON. SCHUYLER COLFAX, 

A Member of the ]7o>isc w Krpremitntiiiesfrom Indiana, 

Washington, D. C, May 12, 1863. 

Gentlemen: — If the obligation of duly and affection toward a 
suffering member of my family here, would allow me to obey the 
call of duty and of patriotism which beckons mc toward your great 
Canal Convention at Chicago next week, T should be there in per- 
son instead of by this epistolatory substitute*. None of the other 
conventions of this year, except those which assemble together the 
friends of the Union for united action, rivals this one in its far 
reaching and vital importance; and as the Mississippi ilowingday 
and night and month and year from north to south, unceasingly 
protests against the separation of these sections from each other, 
80 the great enlarged canals, creating another Mississippi from 
west to cast, will strengthen the bond between the seaboard and 
the frontier, and give to that fervid patriotism which declares that 
the whole Union must remain intact forever, the potential aids of 
commercial policy and industrial interest. 

The nation also will reap a rich pecuniary reward from the com- 
pletion of this great enterprise ; but 1 can glance hurriedly at but 
one or two points. When the shipment, of produce, by the sale of 
which the farmer lives, from the frontier to the ocean, costs one- 
third to one-half, and even three-fourths of the whole amount real- 
ized for it when it reaches the wharf, the producers must necessa- 
rily be poor customers for all these goods by the duties m which 
our treasury is in a large degree replenished ; but with the cost of 
transit reduced, as il, will be by the broad artificial river ti the 
sea which yon contemplate, the prosperity among our agriculturists 
which will follow, will be fell in that result, on the treasury receipts, 
which can he predicted with such unerring certainty again. 

When the United States Tax Assessor computes the invoice of 
the farmer, and values the corn at ten or twenty cents per bushel, 
he can find but few that will be required to aid the treasury tax 
on their surplus profits. 

But with the West, by decreased cost of transportation, brought 
in prices so much nearer the East, the increased taxes on the in- 
creased wealth resulting from your improvement, will indicate its 
wisdom even as a pecuniary investment. 

Confident that your assemblage will conduce by the unity and 
wisdom of its deliberations ami action, to the speedy accomplish- 
ment of a work that cannot fail to promote the development, pros- 
perity and unity of our whole country, 

I am respectfully yours, 

SCHUYLER COLFAX. 

Committee of TnvitatiiM! of tiio Ctu'aj^i Contention. 
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MEETING 
NATIONAL CANAL COMMITTEE. 



Pursuant to notice, the Executive Committee appointed by the 
President of the Convention, met at tho St. Nicholas Hold, New 
York City, on Wednesday, October 7th, 1863, at 3 o'clock, p.m. 

Mr. I, N. Arnold, of Illinois, Chairman, called Die Committee 
to order, and in the absence of Col. Foster, R, B. Hilt,, Es<j., of 
Iowa, was elected Secretary. 

The States of Illinois, New York, Ohio, California, New Jersey, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Indiana, Minnesota, Kansas, Maine, 
Wisconsin, Kentucky, and Rhode Island, were represented. 

The Sub-Committee, to prepare a Memorial to the President 
and Congress of the United States, submitted a draft of a Memo- 
rial for the consideration of the Committee. 

The Memorial was read t> the Committee, and after being 
amended, on motion was unanimously adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, it was 

fi'K'i/n-l. That a CwiiaiU'.v of jivo, (.■oiisl-'li'i:; of r,bc Cliainnioi, Mr. Arnold, 
and four others to he. uami'd by him, be ap|>oiiir,rd 10 oirs.'rit thi- Mennjriiil to tho 
President of tin- Uiiitisil States, and ask him to lay tin; Hume before Congress, 
with a l-ecomnieinlaiKm ih.it (.'uncross adopt, tin.' must titUck'nt moiio? to secure, 
as early as jirui.-l-CLni--, a Hhiji-eatiid tram the Missi.-.-i ! -;i[ji !,o l,:iki: Minuiji-Lii, and 
from the Lakes to the Atlantic. 

The Chairman named as members of the committee, Justin S. 
Morrill, of Vermont, James A. McDougall, of California, 
A. A. Low, of New York, aud Richard B. Hill, of Iowa. 

Whereupon the Committee adjourned, to meet at the call of the 
Chairman. 

ISAAC N. ARNOLD, Chairman. 
Richard B. Hill, Secretary. 
15 
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MEMORIAL 

PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 



The assemblage of the National Canal Convention, so great a 
gathering of the people, in the midst of end) a war as that which 
is now taxing the resources and energies of the American people 
to the Utmost, was in itself a striking ami significant fact. 

This Convention, national in its objects and its numbers, con- 
nects itself in the minds of all thoughtful men with the political 
unity of the country. An instinctive conviction of its great im- 
portance and direct bearing on the national unity, secured for the 
call for the Convention a hearty and cordial response, scarcely 
paralleled in the past history of our country. 

The meeting also indicated the conviction in the minds of the 
whole people, of the existence of a great ?iet:d, profoundly realized, 
and a determination to supply that necessity. That need is, 
enlarged water-facilities for communication between the East 
and the TP^,both formilitary and commercial purposes. The sub- 
ject of enlarging canals between the valley of the Mississippi and 
the Atlantic was evidently regarded as the great question of the 
times, excepting always the duty of putting down the rebellion, 
and maintaining our national integrity. 

Under the resolutions of the Convention by which this Com- 
mittee was raised, our duty, as we conceive, is, not to design sit o 
the manner in which ship and steamboat channel or channels may 
be opened between the Mississippi and the Atlantic, but to pre- 
sent the views of the Convention upon the general subject to the 
President and Congress, leaving it for the Government itself, in 
its wisdom, to determine the best and most judicious plan of 
effecting the great object. 

The Convention was entirely unanimous in the resolution, that 
the construction or enlargement of the canals between the Missis- 
sippi and the Atlantic, with canals connecting the Lakes, was of 
great national, military, and commercial importance, and that such 
enlargement to dimensions adequate to pass gun-lioats from the 
Mississippi to Late Michigan, and from the Atlantic to and from 
the Great Lakes, would furnish the cheapest and most efficient 
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means of protecting the Northern frontier, and at the same time 
would promote the rapid development and permanent union of our 
whole country. 

Your memorialist a in presenting the views of the Convention to 
the Executive and Congress, will not attempt to go into detail* ; 
thoy refer to the mass of facts and statements contained in the 
able reports of the Boards of Trade, and in the letters, surveys, 
i to the Convention and embodied in its published 



\LT:!''S"1TV OF SllrP-OAXALS BETWEEN BAST AND WEST. 

The one great idea which your memorialists seek to impress 
upon Congress is, the necessity of a great natKmai highway, in the 
form of a ship and steamboat- canal between the Mississippi and 
the Atlantic. 

This great national highway is demanded alike "by military 
prudence, the necessities of commerce, and political wisdom." 

Your memorialists ask the attention of the Government to some 
of the reasons, military, cowmtrcia't, and pull! leal, why this work 
should be constructed. 

1. The Military Importance of the Work. 

We have arrived at that period in our history, in which the 
Government should adopt a well-considered and systematic plan 
of defending the Northern frontier. Indeed, the best means of 
doing this has long engaged the attention of the Government, 
Ileju-'i'l-s from the War Department, and surveys from the Topo- 
grapl ileal Corps, in great numbers., have been made, a largo number 
of forts have been projected and surveyed, but little has as yet 
been done. 

The importance of having command of the Lakes, in case of a 
war with Great Britain, cannot be over-estimated. In 1814, the 
Duke of Wellington declared that " a naval superiority on the 
Lakes is a nine qua non oi success in war on the frontier of Can- 
ada." The great military importance of the command of the 
Lakes was illustrated in the war of 1812, and the victories of Perry 
on Lake Erie, and of McDonough on Lake Cham plain, were de- 
cisive of the fate of the war on the northern border. 

In our past history, in the old Colonial and Revolutionary wars, 
and in the late war with Great Britain, the principal attacks our 
country had to sustain were made from the Canadian frontier. 
But the defense of the Northern frontier, always of great moment, 
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has become, by the growth of the West, of incalculable import- 
ance. Certainly not less than one-third in value of the entire 
commerce of the nation passes over the Lakes. Ten millions 
of people live upon their borders, and are directly interested 
in their security. The great cities, which have grown up on 
their shores, have become the largest gruiu depots of the world. 
Nowhere on earth are collected and distributed such vast amounts 
of food ; and yet this commerce, vast as it is, these great cities 
and food-producing States, with their great granaries, lie entirely 
exposed, and invite, by their helpless condition, ravage and 
devastation. 

We say confidently, that this condition of things will not be 
permitted to continue. The voice of the North- West and of all 
the Northern frontier will ask, (and their just request will be 
cheerfully granted,) adequate protection. 



We respectfully call the attention of Congress to the defenseless 
condition of the Northern frontier, as compared, or rather as con- 
trasted, with that of the Atlantic. Upon the defenses of the 
Atlantic, exclusive of naval defenses, there have been expended 
more than one hundred and fifty millions of dollars. Large 
additional appropriations were asked for and obtained at the last 
session of Congress, and yet the Atlantic shore is more than three 
thousand miles from a foreign foe. An ocean shields it from at- 
tack. It is defended by the strongest navy possessed by any 
nation on earth. For all this we pay cheerfully, nor do we ques- 
tion the propi'iety of these expenditures ; we only ask that the 
Northern line shall be no longer neglected. 

Now, we earnestly call attention to the fact that our Northern 
frontier, with its commerce, and cities, equal in value to the sea- 
board, and with a shore-line exceeding in length the Atlantic coast, 
is within riile and cannon range for a considerable distance, of the 
only great luaratime nation which will ever save us serious trouble, 
and is entirely defenseless. We have no navy on the Lakes, nor 
can we have under existing treaties. We have neither forts nor 
fortifications, nor ordnance, nor navy yards. Our Northern frontier 
is utterly without the means of defense, 

DEFENSES OF CANADA. 

Let us contrast our means of defense with those of our neigh- 
bors over the line. In 1817 it was provided by treaty between 



a by Google 



230 

Great Britain and the United States, that both nations should 
dismantle their vessels of war on the Lakes, and reduce their naval 
force on each side "to one vessel of one hundred tons burden on 
Lake Ontario, and onu on Lake Cbamplain, each armed with one 
eighteen pound cannon, and on the upper Lakes to two such 
vessels armed with the like force." 

Since this treaty, Great Britain has never lost sight of the 
Becurity of her American Colonial Empire. She has expended 
many millions for its defense. She has large and important mili- 
tary defensive works at Kingston on Lake Ontario, at Maiden at 
the mouth of the Detroit river, at Penetanguishcne on Georgian 
Bay, at Toronto, Niagara, Stanley, Windsor and Port Sarnia, and 
others extending west as far as the shores of Lake Superior, and 
beyond to Fort Williams and Fort Gary. 



But the main reliance of England for maintaining \u;d sucm-ing 
her supremacy on the Lakes, is upon her military canals. These 
she has constructed at great expense, to enable her to pass her 
gun-boats from the ocean through the St. Lawrence to the Lakes. 
These works were constructed with direct reference to their 
military uses. 

The canals from Montreal, by way of the Ottawa river and 
interior Lakes, to Kingston on Lake Ontario, were constrnuteil 
avowedly as a military work by the Koyal Engineers, under the 
direction of the British Ordnance Department The preamble of 
the act of thy Canadian Parliament authorizing the taking of lands 
for the purpose, recites, that 

" His muji/Etv ha- t-'Oou jiicn^od to direct measures 10 be immediately taken, under 
the super in UiridrncL. 1 of llii' pri![)(.T ii,'-l'-inri! ik/yirimi-ni, f.jr ™n?ti".!ot;n<; a ennal 
connecting the waters of Lake Ontario ivilii Die Ottawa river, aud affording a 
convenient navigation for the transport of naval :irid -miHt/in; t-l-jr-.x.'' 

In 1831, Col. Dumford, of the Royal Engineers, in his testi- 
mony before a committee of the English Parliament, stated, that 
provision had been made for the defense of the Lakes, and the 
canal being intended as a military work, fortifications should be 
erected at the entrance of the canal, and the immediate vicinity 
at Kingston. A fortress of very ooiisidcriihli 1 strength has been 
built at Kingston. This canal was followed by the construction 
around the rapids of the St. Lawrence of a series of short canals, 
far transcending in capacity any commercial necessity at the time 
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they were built, with locks 45 feet wide, by 200 feet long, and 
8 feet deep. 

She has also connected Lakes Erie and Ontario by the Welland 
canal, of great capacity, with locks 26 feet wide, 150 feet long, 
and water 11 feet deep. 

Such are the means by which Great Britain, sagacious and per- 
sistent, and ever looking to the possibility of war, has provided 
for securing the control and supremacy on the Lakes. 

It was the confidence growing out of the condition above do- 
scribed, and a knowledge of our own defenseless condition, that 
induced the Londim, Times, during the excitement growing out of 
the seizure of SlideLl and Mason, to publish articles like the 
following : 

" ARMING THE NORTHERN FRONTIER AND THE LAKES." 
" The worst part of tbe struggle, however, will cot be on the Atlantic seaboi 
bat on the Great Lakes of Upper Canada and North America. We are glad, th> 
fore, to be able to tell our readers that this danger has been faresem, and amply pro- 
vided against, and that within a week after the breaking of the ice a whole fli 
of gun-boats with the most powerful of screw corvettes sent out to Admiral Milne, 
will carry the protection of the British flag from Montreal to Detroit." 

The exposed condition of the Lakes has not escaped the atten- 
tion of Congress. The Committee on Military Affairs of the 
House of Representatives, through Hon. F. P, Blair, Chairman, at 
the last session of Congress, called the attention of the country to 
this startling statement : 

" A email fleet of light draft, heavily armed iron-clad gun-boata could in a short 
month pass up the St. Lawrence into the Lakes, and shell every city from 
Ogdensburgh to Cliiffl^o." 

" It could at one blow sweep our commerce from the entire chain of waters. 
Such a fleet would havi- it. in its power to inflict a loss to be reckoned only by 
hundreds of millions of dollars, so vast is the wealth thus exposed to the depre- 
dations of a maratime enemy." 

The cost of all the improvements proposed in this connection 
would be but a trifle, compared with the loss which could be in- 
flicted by a single r<.iid by these gun- boats through the Lakes. 
This condition of exposure must not be permitted to continue; 
and thus we are brought to the question of 

WHAT ARE THE BEST MEANS FOR DEFENDING THE LAKES? 

Two plans have been proposed ; one, that of a chain of forts 
along the shore, defending the entrance of each lake and other 
strategic points, and fortifications for the security of each consider- 
able town and city. 
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The other is the construction or enlargement of such canals 
as will enable our fleets of gun-boats to pass from the Ocean by 
the Mississippi and the Hudson to the Lakes. The objections to 
the former are grave, and in the judgment of your memorialists, 
viewed in the light of the experience of the present, are decisive. 

The expense would be enormous, and when constructed, as 
against iron-clad gun-boats, would prove unavailing. The war in. 
which our country is now engaged has shown, especially have the 
seige of Charleston and the comparative vulnerability of Forts 
Wagner and Sumter demonstrated, that eari.li work« are better than 
regular walled forts, and that neither are adequate to prevent the 
passage of iron-clad gun-boats. 

We must, if practicable, do as Great Britain has done — con- 
struct military canals, adequate in capacity to admit our gun-boats 
to the Lakes. Thus we shall be placed upon an equality with our 
neighbors. 

Fortunately, this is entirely practicable, and with but small 
expense as compared with the important results to be secured. 

Various plans for constructing and enlarging canals, to enable 
gun-boats to pass from the Hudson and the Mississippi to the 
Lakes, have been suggested. 

Prominent among others, is thai, of enlarging the present Illinois 
and Michigan canal from Lake Michigan to Lake Juliet, a distance 
of only thirty-six miles, and the improvement of the Illinois and 
]>eh|iliiim.'ii rhers., so that, all steamers and gun-boats which navi- 
gate the Mississippi, can pass directly into Lake Michigan at 
Chicago. Also, a ship-canal around the Falls of Niagara, and 
the enlargement of the locks of the Erie and Oswego canals, by 
which gun-boats can pass directly from the Atlantic into Lakes 
Ontario and Erie. 

We will not undertake to decide between the merits of these 
various propositions, nor whether it may not be expedient to enter 
upon the construction of all, or to extend aid to all; but we would 
most earnestly press upon the consideration of the President and 
of Congress, the importance of securing at the earliest practicable 
period, a steamboat and ship-canal from the Mississippi to the 
Lakes, and from the Lakes to the Hudson and the Atlantic. 

It was well said by Washington, " that if we desire peace, it 
must be known that we are at all times ready for war." 

The military position is, in a few words, this : On the American 
Bide, the Northern frontier is defenseless. It is amply defended on 
the British side. England can take her gtin-boats from the ocean 
through the canals and the St. Lawrence into the Lakes with 
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facility. We cannot do it at all. Great Britain has constructed 
canals for this express purpose. We have no such military canals. 
England, years ago, did that for the defense of Canada, which our 
Government is now asked to do for our own country. Without 
the ship and steamboat-canals, our Lake commerce and cities are 
at her mercy. With the enlarged canals, through our great su- 
periority in mariners, steamers, vessels, and material on the Lakes, 
we are secure, and our supremacy is certain. 

Our security will be found in providing the means of floating 
" Uncle Sam's tcehbcil fee!" as the President; calls our pun -boats, 
into the Lakes. The work done by these " web-footed gun-boats" 
in this war, " not only on the deep sea, the broad bay, and the rapid 
river, but also up the narrow bayou and wherever the ground was 
'a little damp,' " has furnished most valuable illustrations of their 
importance in all military operations. 

Surely our Government will not do less in providing military 
canals for the security of the very heart and life of the nation, 
the homes of ten millions of people, than Great Britain has done 
for a remote colony and a dependency, which she seems sometimes 
not very reluctant to have detached as an incumbrance. 

Great Britain has constructed the Canadian canals to secure 
distant and sparsely settled provinces, whose commerce is small 
compared with ours, and upon which, therefore, the injury we could 
inflict in case of war, would be trifling as compared with that to 
which our Lake towns and commerce would be exposed in case 
England should obtain supremacy on the Lakes. 

The above are some of the reasons why we most fully concur in 
the resolution unanimously adopted by the Convention by which we 
were appointed, "that canals, with dimensions sufficient to pass 
gun-boats from the Mississippi to Lake Michigan, and from the 
Atlantic to and from the Great Lakes, will furnish the cheapest 
and most efficient means of protecting the Northern frontier." 

2. Commercial Importance of the Ship-canals. 

Your memorialists, having presented their views of the military 
importance of these canals, ask attention to some considerations 
showing that they have become a commercial necessity. 

The configuration of the North American continent presents the 
most remarkable adaptation to internal commerce of any portion 
of the globe. 

The great interior basin drained by the Mississippi and its trib- 
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utaries, with ten thousand miles of steamboat navigation ; the 
Lakes, with their Bhore lines of live thousand miles, and with more 
than ninety thousand square miles of surface, these great Mediter- 
ranean seas of the New World, can be connected with the great 
river of the West by a steamboat and ship-canal only thirty-six 
miles long I 

The commerce of these Lakes, carried in fleets composed of six- 
teen hundred and forty-three vessels and steamers, reaches in 
value between four and five hundred millions of dollars per annum. 
The commerce of the Mississippi and its great tributaries, before 
the rebellion, it is believed, was not less in value. A direct union 
between these waters will be like the union of two oceans. The 
Suez canal does not compare in importance with a ship-canal from 
the Mississippi to the Lakes. No day should delay its accom- 
plishment. 

The outlet to the Atlantic by the East is equally remarkable with 
that of thu South, and equally favorable to the commercial develop- 
ment and unity of our country. The arm of Almighty God cut 
down the barriers of the Alleghanies, and ordained that the ocean 
tides should [low through the highland p:isses of these mountains. 
The broad Hudson stretching away northerly towards the Lakes 
pointed to the sagacious statesmen of New York the pathway to 
empire. The genius of De Witt Clinton, quick to catch the clear 
intimation, consummated what nature bad so nearly completed, 
and opened the way by the New York canals from the Atlantic to 
the Lakes. Illinois, by the aid of the Federal Government, fol- 
lowed, completing the water-channel from the Atlantic to the Mis- 
sissippi ; and now we have only to follow the finger of God, as 
interpreted by Clinton, and consummate what is so nearly done, 
and we have an east and west AIiKsissippi from, the Missouri to the 
Atlantic. 

WE HAVE OUTGROWN OUE CANALS. 

The great commercial fact of to-day, felt and realized, is, that 
we have outgrown our canals. The country is too big for them, 
The problem is, shall production stop its increase, or shall our 
canals be enlarged ? The necessity of this enlargement is mani- 
fest by the enormous profits of the great railways, and the 
extravagant rates of transportation, showing that the quantity to 
be carried forward is so vast that carriers command their own 
terms. The warehouses and mammoth elevators of the Lake 
towns tor the last two years have been crushed with freight; every 
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thing which could be made to float on the Lakes and canals, has 
been taxed to the utmost, and proved insufficient to carry to 
market the products of the West This necessity for greater 
facilities, and the failure in Congress of the bills for enlarging 1.1 us 
New York and Illinois canals, have led to a zealous effort on the 
part of the West to obtain, bv Canadian canals, that relief which 
is (we trust only temporarily) denied through our own country, 
and by our own Government. Illinois and Wisconsin, through 
their State authorities, and the Boards of Trade of several Lake 
cities, unpointed delegates to Canada, to obtain, if possible, avenues 
to market for tlie vast accumulation of Western produce. 

Necessity will force the West into new avenues to the Atlantic, 
unless the present are enlarged. That both Canada and Great 
Britain appreciate the value of this Western trade, is shown by 
their construction, for the purpose of securing it, of the Victoria 
Bridge at Montreal, at a cost of seven millions of dollars, and the 
Grand Trunk Railway at a cost of about sixty millions of dollars, 
in addition to the canals before referred to. 

It is obvious from these and other facts, that we have reached 
that point, when, with our present means of transportation, the 
production of corn and other cereals cannot to any great ex- 
tent be profitably increased. This condition should not surprise 
us. The canals wore constructed while the West was in embryo. 
In 1837, the number of tons transported from west of Buffalo, on 
the Erie Canal, was 58,255. In 1861, the number reached 
2,156,426. 

The product of wheat and corn carried on the New York canals 
fromtheLake States of Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana and Wis- 
consin, in 1850, was 252,000,000 bushels; iu I860, 354,000,000 
bushels. 

The population of these States, and Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, 
Missouri and Nebraska, in 1850, was 5,403,595; in 1860, it was 
9,092,009. 

The value of Western products has increased more than 100 
per cent, in the last four years. In 1859, it was, in round numbers, 
#53,000,000, and in 1862, $111,000,000. Our foreign exports are 
made up largely of breadstuff's and provisions. In four years they 
increased from $38,305,991 in 1859, to $122,650,043.27 in 1862, 
increasing in two years 180 per cent, and in three years 220 per 
cent. The amount of $122,650,043 for 1862, is exclusive of 
$11,100,043 which went out through Canada, making the aggregate 
over $133,750,000. 
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The following tables, compiled from the preliminary report of 
the census for I860, will show the progress of the West, and will 
furnish data by which its present and future necessities may be 
more fully realized, 
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With the canals enlarged as proposed, production may be stim- 
ulated a hundred fold, and yet still yield a fair profit to the pro- 
ducer. These enlarged canals, reducing materially the cost of 
transportation, will enable us to compete successfully in, and per- 
haps control the foreign market, for breadstuff's and provisions. 
Every acre of land west of the Lakes to the Rocky Mountains, 
and from Cairo and even Memphis north to, and including Minne- 
sota, will be brought practically hundreds of miles nearer market, 
and of course every acre of laud throughout this vast area will be 
increased in value. 

This will stimulate emigration, settlement and production, and 
secure the early cultivation of the fertile lands of the Mississippi 
valley ; and secure to our agriculturists the markets of the world. 
With these canals, [he Western farmer can compete successfully 
with the grain-producing countries of the old world, and drive 
them from the field of competition. 

It should be remembered that the increased production of food 
in Europe is limited by physical difficulties. The country is old, 
thickly peopled, and the good land is alt improved. Mountains, 
barren wastes, and irreclaimable marshes, offer obstacles to any 
great increase in the production of food. 

With us it is otherwise. We have a soil of inexhaustible fertility, 
a large portion of it as yet unbroken. There is spread out be- 
tween the Lakes and the base of the lioeky Mountains, millions and 
millions of acres of the richest land on earth. This soil has a pecu- 
liarity of great significance. It is so admirably adapted to the 
use of labor-saving machinery, that although the North-West has 
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sent not less than half a million of her most efficient laborers to the 
camp as volunteers, their absence has been so successfully supplied 
by labor-saving machines, that the quantity of land cultivated has 
not been lessened, nor the crops materially diminished. God has 
so fashioned this land, that with small labor it will yield the most 
bountiful return in endless crops of food. He has fitted it to be 
the garden and granary of the world, richer even than the Valley 
of the Nile. He causes the sun to shine, and the rain to fall upon 
this land, and clothes it with a rank and luxurious vegetation 
which annually decays where it grows, or feeds the prairie fires 
which sweep over it in autumn. We have tin 1 laud, the laborer is 
ready, but without these enlarged canals, the labor will not be 
remunerative, and the land will not be cultivated. 

Corn, for want of adequate means of transportation, is, on the 
Western prairies, annually consumed for fuel. This does not pay. 
Shall Europe starve for bread, and our rich prairies remain uncul- 
tivated for want of these canals to carry the products to market? 
Let Congress answer by its action on these great questions now 
presented. 

By reference to the reports of the Boards of Trade and Mercan- 
tile Associations submitted to the Convention, and which we be- 
lieve to be entirely reliable, it appears that the enlarged canals 
would reduce the cost of transportation between Chicago and New 
York at least ten cents, and between the Mississippi and the 
Atlantic at least fifteen cents a bushel. Divide this saving between 
the Western producer and the Eastern consumer, and while you 
raise the price of every bushel of wheat and corn to the farmer, 
you reduce the price of every loaf of bread in every house in New 
England and the sea-board cities. The crop of 1862 shipped to 
the East through the canals alone, exceeded one hundred millions 
of bushels ! When we remember that the West pays annually 
more than fifty millions of dollars for transporting its produce to 
market, it is obvious that there would be saved on t.be transporta- 
tion of a single crop more than the entire cost of these improve- 
ments. 

But it is not the trade of the Mississippi Valley only, vast as it 
now is, and almost incalculable in its future, that will require these 
enlarged canals. All this will at no distant day be augmented by 
contributions from the auriferous regions of the Rocky Mountains, 
the Valley of the Columbia, and the Pacific Coast. The mineral 
wealth of this region being rapidly developed is not yet appre- 
ciated. The copper and iron of Lake Superior, the lead of Illinois 
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and Wisconsin, the inexhaustible coal-fields of the great interior 
basin, and the silver and gold of the Rocky Mono tains, added to 
the agricultural wealth of the great interior, make it among the 
most favored portions of the globe. To develop these advantages 
requires the immediate construction of these canals, 

THE WOEDS OP BENTON". 

The great statesman of Missouri, Thomas H. Bestow, a man 
whose vast information and ideas were worthy of the Mi-^i#-i[)i,i 
valley, in 1847 addressed the River and HaTbor Convention in 
words worthy of being recalled to the attention of the American 
people to-day. 

He says: 

"The lake and river navigation of tlie Great West, to promote which your 
Convention is called, very early had a share of my attention, and I never had 
a doubt of thf eon st--.nti oddity or eiperiieney uf bringing that navigation within 
tin. 1 circle of internal improvements, by the Federal Government, when the object 
of the improvement should be of general and national importance. 

" The junction of the two great system* ui waters v.hiels occupy *o much of our 
country, '.lie Northern Lakes on the one hand, and the Mississippi River and its 
tributaries on the other, appeared to me to be an object of that character, and 
Chicago the proper point /or effecting tlic union ; and near thirty years ago I wrote 
and published articles hi a St. Louis paper iti favor of that object, indicated and 
almost accomplished by nature herself, and wanting from man little to complete 
it. These were probably the Erst formal communications upon authentic data in 
favor of the Chicago canal. 

" The nationality of the Chicago canal and the harbor at its mouth are by no 
means new conceptions with me. 

" The river navigation of the Great West is the most wonderful on the globe, and 
since the application uf steam power to the propulsion of vessels, possesses the 
essential qualities of open navigation. Speed, distance, cheapness, magnitude of 
cargoes, are all there, and without the penis uf the sea from storms and enemies. 
The steamboat is the ship of the river, and finds in the Mississippi and its tribu- 
taries the amplest theatre for the dilt'u-ion and the display of its power. Won. 
derful river ! Connected with seas by the head and by the mouth, stretching it* 
arms towards the Atlantic and the Pacific— lying in a valley which is a valley 
from the Gulf of Mexico to Hudson's Bay— drawing its first waters not from rug- 
ged mountains, but from the plateau of the Lakes in the centre of the continent, 
and in communication with iin- sun vet's! of the \ J :.. Lauren™ u::d the stieii!::s which 
take their course north to Hudson's Bay — draining the Largest extent of richest 
liiiid, coll cell uy the prod nets of every clime, even tbc tHsid, to bear the whole to 
market in the sunny tvauth, sed there to meet the products of the entire world. 
Such is the Mississippi. And who run oicuhite the iitltcplIc nf its advantages, 
and the magnitude of its future commercial results ?" 
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Hear SiLia Wright, as worthy to speak for the East, as Benton 
for the West : 

"I am aware that questions of const! tutional power have been raised in refer- 
ence to appropriations of money by Congress, for tbe improvement of Lake har- 
bors, and I am well convinced that honest men have sincerely et:ts:rtai!ied afro us.; 
scruples upon this point ; but all my observation und experience have induced me 
to believe that those scruples, where the individual admits the power to improve 
the Atlantic har'aars, arises from the want of a:i iicf.u'sii'S.a'ice with the Lakes and 
tise commerce uiusi: then:, ami an inability t:i heiiese the !amt in relation to that 
commerce, when truly stated. It is not easy for one familiar with the Lakes and 
the Lake commerce, to realise the douree ui' incredulity, as to tins :n :i_!T^Jii t-.-.ii-h und 
importance of both, which is i'osnui in the minds of honest and weil-informed men, 
re.ii'hr:^ i:i remote portions of the Ijiira, in i (1 ha i ins; no personal asTyiiiintanco 
with either ; while 1 do not recollecr sm instance of a Member of Congress, who 
has traveled the. 1,-ikes and observe :1 tils: commerce upon the in is i thin the last ten 
years, requiring ;my further cvi si en ee sit areumen:. to induce him to admit tbe con- 
stitutional power, and the prop: ietv of appropriation- for tbe Lake harbors, us 
much as fur those of the Atlantic coast. 1 have !ani- brer, of the opinion, there- 
fore, that to impress tbe minds ;>!' the peeple of all portions of the Union with a 
realizing sense of the facts as they are in relation to these inland seas, and their 
already vast and increasing commerce, would be all tbatis required to secure such 
appropriations as the state of rbe National Treasury will from lime to time permit, 
for the improvement of the Lake harbors." 

But the scruple? which Benton and Wright sought to remove, 
disappear in the light of the census returns showing the national, 
not to say continental, character of the commerce to be relieved: 
and now that the action of Great Britain has given to these im- 
provements the character of necessary, defensive military works, 
these scruples disappear, and are no longer entitled to serious con- 
sideration. It is not too much to say that to the magnificent 
enterprise of the Erie Canal, thcNorth-West owes its existence. 
This great; section would have been as yet in its feehle infancy, but 
for the enterprise of Clinton and the genius of Fulton. 

The enlargement of the canals between the Mississippi and the 
Atlantic would create a new era, from which would date another 
career of advance and progress equally riipid m rid important. The 
wave of emigration, checked by the war, is already returning, and 
will soon be upon us with increased volume. 

The expenditures asked for by the contemplated improvements 
are light indeed : so much has already been done by Nature and 
by the States through which, the improvements are to pass, that 
the cost of the completion of the ship-canal will be small compared 
with the results. We believe the Illinois canal can be constructed 
in the manner proposed by the Legislature of Illinois to the last 
16 
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, without costing the National Treasury a single dollar, 
that its tolls would soon pay interest and principal upon its cost, 
and thus this great national work, free at all times for the military 
purposes of the Government, would soon, having paid its cost, 
become free to the vast and constantly increasing commerce of the 
Lakes and the Mississippi. 

These enlarged communications between the Mississippi and the 
Lakes and the Atlantic would save, every year, in lessening the 
amount paid for transportation, more than their cost. There is not 
an acre of land between Lakes Michigan and Superior and the 
western barrier of the Rocky Mountains, and including the Valley 
of the Mississippi to New Orleans, but would be increased in 
value, and the aggregate of such increase would hear no proportion 
to the amount required to complete the works. 

There is not a bushel of wheat or corn, nor a barrel of pork or 
of beef, nor of any article of food in this whole area, but would 
be enhanced in value. The year these works should be completed 
they would add to the taxable property of the nation, an amount, 
the taxes upon which in a single year would pay off their cost. 

Such we believe, without exaggeration, are some of the advan- 
tages commercially and economically to result from these im- 
provements. 

We have referred to the commerce and trade of the Lakes and 
the Mississippi combined as vastly greater than our foreign com- 
merce, and as supplying the hulk of our foreign exports. This is 
the West of to-day, with less than one-twentieth part of its avail- 
able land improved. Stimulate industry, invite emigration and 
improvement by these canals, and who can estimate its future? 
What figures or language shall describe its greatness? 

To render complete this great national work it will be necessary 
to clear the rapids of the Mississippi river at two points, namely, 
above Keokuk, and above Rock Island ; this is an improvement 
long demanded by every State bordering on the great river, and 
of such acknowledged importar.ee as already to have been partially 
accomplished by the Federal Government. 

This will perfect the water-communication both between the 
extreme Northern Slates and the South, and the same States and 
the East; the first by the river alone, the latter by river, canals 
and lakes combined. 

Tin: uutlay required for the removal o:' obstructions at these two 
points, to make good the navigation, is inconsiderable, and the 
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